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AGENDA
CITY OF WESTMINSTER
Mayor and Common Council Meeting
Monday, April 12, 2021 at 7 pm
https://www.facebook.com/westminstermd/
1. CALL TO ORDER
2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
A) Mayor and Common Council Meeting of March 22, 2021
B) Special Mayor and Common Council Meeting of March 24, 2021
C) Special Mayor and Common Council Meeting of March 30, 2021
3. PRESENTATIONS
A) Mayoral Proclamation – National Public Safety Telecommunicators Week – April 11 – 17, 2021
B) Announcement of Candidates for the Offices of Mayor and Common Councilmember – Ms.
Visocsky
C) Quarterly Progress Report – Mid-Atlantic Gigabit Innovation Collaboratory (MAGIC) – Graham
Dodge, MAGIC Executive Director
D) FY 2022 Budget Proposal – Ms. Matthews
4. REPORT FROM THE MAYOR
5. REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES
A) Arts Council
B) Economic and Community Development Committee
C) Finance Committee
D) Personnel Committee
E) Public Safety Committee
F) Public Works Committee
G) Recreation and Parks Committee
H) Technology Committee

6. COUNCIL COMMENTS AND DISCUSSION
7. ORDINANCES & RESOLUTIONS
A) Introduction of Ordinance No. 933 – An Ordinance Amending the Code of the City of
Westminster, Chapter 36, “Procurement and Contracts,” to Add Section 36-7, “Sustainable
Procurement Practices” – Ms. Matthews
B) Introduction of Ordinance No. 934 – An Ordinance Amending Chapter 164, “Zoning and
Subdivision of Land”, of the Westminster City Code, Article I, “General Provisions”; Article VIII,
“B-Business Zone”; Article X, “I-R Restricted Industrial Zone”; Article XI, “I-G General Industrial
Zone”; Article XII, “P-I Planned Industrial Zone”; and Article XX, “Special Provisions”, to Allow a
New Solar Energy Facility Use as a Permitted Use or Special Exception Use – Mr. Depo
C) Introduction of Ordinance No. 935 – An Ordinance of the Mayor and Common Council of
Westminster, Maryland Approving and Adopting a Budget for the Fiscal Year Beginning July 1,
2021 and Ending June 30, 2022 – Ms. Colston
8. UNFINISHED BUSINESS
9. NEW BUSINESS
A) Vote to Go into Closed Session
10. DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS
11. CITIZEN COMMENTS
Please submit comments to Shannon Visocsky, City Clerk, at Comments@westgov.com. If you
would like your comments to be submitted as part of the record, please provide your full name and
address. The Council President will read submitted comments that include the required information
during the meeting, and they will be reflected in the meeting minutes.
12. ADJOURNMENT
13. CLOSED SESSION
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MINUTES
CITY OF WESTMINSTER
Mayor and Common Council Meeting
March 22, 2021 at 7 pm
https://www.facebook.com/westminstermd/
CALL TO ORDER
Elected Officials Present: Councilmember Chiavacci, Councilmember Dayhoff, Mayor Dominick,
Councilmember Gilbert, President Pecoraro, and Councilmember Yingling.
Staff Present: Director of Finance Colston, Director of Community Planning and Development Depo,
Director of Public Works Glass, Director of Recreation and Parks Gruber, Police Chief Ledwell, City
Attorney Levan, City Administrator Matthews, Director of Human Resources McCullough, and Executive
Assistant Schlitzer.
Guest: Eric Brown, Mayor’s nominee for Director of Housing Services position.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
President Pecoraro requested a motion to approve the following minutes:
•

Mayor and Common Council Meeting of March 8, 2021; and,

•

Closed Session of March 8, 2021.

Councilmember Chiavacci moved, seconded by Councilmember Gilbert, to approve the minutes of
March 8, 2021.
VOTE
AYES: President Pecoraro, Councilmember Chiavacci, Councilmember Dayhoff, Councilmember
Gilbert, and Councilmember Yingling.
NAYS: None.
CONSENT CALENDAR
President Pecoraro requested a motion to approve the Consent Calendar, which consisted of the
following:
•

Approval – February 2021 Departmental Operating Reports; and,

•

Approval – Child Advocacy and Investigation Center (CCAIC) Memorandum of Understanding
and Protocols.

Councilmember Dayhoff moved, seconded by Councilmember Chiavacci, to approve the Consent
Calendar.
VOTE
AYES: President Pecoraro, Councilmember Chiavacci, Councilmember Dayhoff, Councilmember
Gilbert, and Councilmember Yingling.
NAYS: None.
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REPORT FROM THE MAYOR
Mayor Dominick noted that he would be making a recommendation for the Housing Services Director
position later in the meeting. The selection process had been long and thorough, and he was excited to
bring forward his nominee for the Common Council’s consideration.
Mayor Dominick then reported that the Westminster Police Department was preparing for the transfer
of overnight dispatch duties to the Carroll County Sherriff’s Office. He informed the members of the
Common Council that he would be executing a Memorandum of Understanding that governs some of
the logistical and operational details of the transfer.
COVID-19 PANDEMIC UPDATE
None.
REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES
There were no reports from the following Standing Committees: Personnel, Public Safety, and
Technology.
Councilmember Dayhoff, on behalf of the Arts Council, reminded everyone that the hybrid PEEPshow
would begin March 26, 2021 and run through April 5, 2021 at TownMall of Westminster. The PEEPshow
was also being held virtually.
Councilmember Yingling, on behalf of the Economic and Community Development Committee, reported
that the Committee met on March 12, 2021 to discuss proposed text amendments regarding solar
rooftop panels and allowing a non-profit use in the R-7,500 Residential Zone. The Committee also held
an informal discussion about possible development behind TownMall. Councilmember Yingling then
informed his colleagues that the Department of Community Planning and Development planned to bring
the site plan review process in-house, which would streamline communication between the various City
departments and the County for future developments.
President Pecoraro, on behalf of the Finance Committee, reported that the Committee met on March
10, 2021 to discuss FY 2022 budget matters.
Councilmember Yingling, on behalf of the Public Works Committee, reported that the Committee
reviewed several matters at the request of the Finance Committee. The Committee also directed staff
to look for opportunities to front load funding and work on the Inflow and Infiltration Project.
Councilmember Dayhoff, on behalf of the Recreation and Parks Committee, reported that the recent
Celtic Canter was a success. He expressed his appreciation to the staff of the Recreation and Parks,
Streets, and Police Departments for their collaboration on event logistics. Councilmember Dayhoff
shared that preparation for upcoming special events is underway.
COUNCIL COMMENTS AND DISCUSSION
Councilmember Dayhoff reported on a property maintenance matter, thanking the Police Department
and Code Enforcement Officer Roy Singer for their assistance in resolving the matter. He recommended
that the City look for additional ways to address properties within the City that are not being maintained
appropriately.
Councilmember Yingling congratulated Jim Breuer, owner of Maggie’s Restaurant, on his recent
retirement. He then welcomed the new owners of the restaurant to the Westminster community.
President Pecoraro added that Mr. Breuer was the originator of the Stroll event concept and wished Mr.
Breuer the best on his retirement.
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NEW BUSINESS
Change Order No. 1 to Contract with Consolidated Waterproofing Contractors
Mr. Glass stated that, on December 14, 2020, the Mayor and Common Council awarded a construction
contract to Consolidated Waterproofing Contractors (CWC) for the rehabilitation of the Westminster
Square and Longwell parking garages. Upon removal of the concrete embedment and inspection, it
was apparent that some of the shear connectors had deteriorated beyond repair and that more
significant work was required than the cleaning, welding, and rustproofing outlined in the original scope
of work. Mr. Glass informed the Mayor and Common Council that staff requested that CWC provide a
quote for shear connector replacements for two options: Stainless steel material and Zinc plated carbon
steel material.
CWC quoted $141,326.50 for use of Stainless-steel material and $140,058.50 for use of Zinc-plated
material. Given the minimal price difference, Mr. Glass stated that the best approach would be to
proceed with the Stainless-steel option. He added that the price quotations provided by CWC assumed
all 317 shear connectors are of the same failed condition, which is a safe, conservative estimate based
on field observations to date. Actual field quantities will determine the final cost, as there may be
uncovered connections not yet uncovered, that are salvageable as per the original scope of work.
Mr. Glass informed the Mayor and Common Council that the FY 2021 budget for the Parking Garage
Deck Repair Project is $140,000. The current value of the CWC contract is $112,894; the balance of
$27,106 could be applied to the cost of the Change Order No. 1 work. The remaining funding shortfall
would be addressed through savings in the cost of the Storm Drain Pipes Upgrade Project.
Councilmember Yingling moved, seconded by Councilmember Gilbert, to approve Change Order No. 1
to the City’s contract with Consolidating Waterproofing Contractors in the not-to-exceed amount of
$141,326.50.
President Pecoraro asked if staff would bring forward a budget amendment to move the funds from one
project to another. Ms. Matthews confirmed that staff would do so prior to the end of FY 2021.
VOTE
AYES: President Pecoraro, Councilmember Chiavacci, Councilmember Dayhoff, Councilmember
Gilbert, and Councilmember Yingling.
NAYS: None.
Lining of Additional Pickleball Courts at City Park
Ms. Gruber stated that representatives from the Carroll County Pickleball Association made a
presentation to the Recreation and Parks Advisory Board about the growing popularity of pickleball in
Carroll County and the need for additional outdoor pickleball courts. The presentation ended with a
formal request to line the remaining two tennis courts at City Park with light green paint, in order to
establish three additional pickleball courts. One court would utilize the existing tennis net, while the
other two courts would utilize portable nets.
The Recreation and Parks Advisory Board discussed the Carroll County Pickleball Association’s
request, and came to a consensus to endorse it and forward a favorable recommendation to the Mayor
and Common Council.
President Pecoraro thanked the members of the Advisory Board for their input and recommendation.
Councilmember Dayhoff moved, seconded by Councilmember Yingling, to approve the lining of the
remaining tennis courts at City Park.
Councilmember Chiavacci shared that some residents in the City Park area had raised concerns about
lining more courts, as the equipment used in pickleball was louder than that used for tennis. He
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requested that staff monitor the use of the courts after 9pm and, if it becomes problematic, consider
restricting use of the courts after that time. Councilmember Dayhoff echoed Councilmember Chiavacci’s
comments.
Mayor Dominick shared his support for lining the remaining tennis courts for pickleball use.
VOTE
AYES: President Pecoraro, Councilmember Chiavacci, Councilmember Dayhoff, Councilmember
Gilbert, and Councilmember Yingling.
NAYS: None.
Common Council Confirmation – Mayor’s Nominee for Director of Housing Services
Mayor Dominick stated that, in accordance with Section 29-3 of the City Code, he was seeking the
Common Council’s confirmation of his nomination of Eric C. Brown as the City’s next Director of Housing
Services, as well as authorization to sign the associated employment agreement. The nomination of
Mr. Brown follows an extensive interview process, and reference and background checks.
Councilmember Dayhoff moved, seconded by Councilmember Yingling, to approve the Mayor’s
nominee for Director of Housing Services.
VOTE
AYES: President Pecoraro, Councilmember Chiavacci, Councilmember Dayhoff, Councilmember
Gilbert, and Councilmember Yingling.
NAYS: None.
Mr. Brown thanked the Mayor for his nomination and the Common Council for their confirmation of the
same. He looks forward to working with the Housing Service Department staff and those in other City
departments.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
None.
DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS
Westminster Volunteer Fire Department (WVFD)
Councilmember Dayhoff had no report on behalf of WVFD President Daniel Plunkert. He then noted
the devastating fire at the Carroll County Farm Museum maintenance building.
Finance Department
Ms. Colston reported that work continues on the FY 2022 budget and the Capital Improvement Program.
She expressed her appreciation to her fellow department directors, the Mayor, and members of the
Common Council’s Finance Committee for their assistance during the budget process.
Community Planning and Development Department
Mr. Depo stated that recent meetings with representatives from Len Stoler and Clark Farm Properties
were productive, and both development projects would be placed on the April meeting agenda of the
Westminster Planning and Zoning Commission for review. He stated that Clark Farm Properties had
been able to move the proposed building so that the 200-feet setback requirement from the nearest
adjacent dwelling could be met. Clark Farm Properties had also worked to address stormwater
management concerns from area residents.
Recreation and Parks Department
Ms. Gruber reported that departmental staff was busy preparing for the “Bunny Trail”, a modified Easter
egg hunt at Wakefield Valley Park.
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Westminster Police Department
Chief Ledwell reported that three recently hired officers were participating in Crisis Intervention Team
training. He noted the Child Advocacy and Investigation Center (CCAIC) Memorandum of
Understanding and Protocols approved earlier in the meeting, stating that Detective Brandt was
assigned as the Police Department’s representative. Chief Ledwell then informed the Mayor and
Common Council that April 1 was the projected cutover date for the County to assume dispatching
services from 11 pm to 7 am. He then shared that officers would be participating in a Special Olympics
fundraiser at Chick-fil-A on March 26. Chief Ledwell concluded his report by sharing information about
the Department’s ongoing partnership with the Boys and Girls Club of Westminster. Departmental staff
participated in the Boys and Girls Club’s “Dear Future Me” day held at City Park, and met with youth
who were interested in becoming police officers.
At the conclusion of Departmental Reports, Councilmember Dayhoff reported that former Common
Council Presidents Mr. William Haifley and Mr. Ken Hornberger were ill. He asked that both gentlemen
be kept in everyone’s thoughts.
CITIZEN COMMENTS
President Pecoraro stated that no Citizen Comments had been received since the last meeting.
ADJOURNMENT
President Pecoraro adjourned the meeting at 7:38 pm.
Respectfully Submitted,
Samantha Schlitzer, Executive Assistant
Full audio version is available on www.westminstermd.gov
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MINUTES
CITY OF WESTMINSTER
Special Mayor and Common Council Meeting
March 24, 2021 at 8:30 am
https://www.facebook.com/westminstermd/
CALL TO ORDER
Elected Officials Present: Councilmember Chiavacci, Councilmember Dayhoff, Mayor Dominick,
Councilmember Gilbert, President Pecoraro, and Councilmember Yingling.
Staff Present: Director of Finance Colston, City Administrator Matthews, and City Clerk Visocsky.
BIDS
Cleaning Services Contract for 45 West Main Building
Ms. Colston stated that, with the City’s relocation of its administrative offices from 56 West Main
Street to 45 West Main Street, execution of a new cleaning service contract was needed.
Ms. Colston informed the Mayor and Common Council that City staff received three proposals from
companies to provide cleaning services for the 45 West Main building. She noted that the requested
scope of work mirrors the services currently in place for the City’s leased space at 56 West Main.
Cleaning services would be provided five days per week, with periodic carpet cleaning at the City’s
discretion.
Ms. Colston recommended that the City enter into a contract with Multicorp, Inc. in the amount of
$28,800 for cleaning services of the 45 West Main Street building. While the quote from Multicorp,
Inc. was slightly higher than the lowest bid, she noted that the company currently provides cleaning
services for the 56 West Main location, and the City was pleased with the quality of work performed.
Councilmember Dayhoff moved, seconded by Councilmember Gilbert, to accept the proposal of
Multicorp, Inc. for cleaning of the 45 West Main building as recommended by Ms. Colston.
The Mayor and Common Council inquired about the cost savings of having the building cleaned
three times per week rather than five. They noted that City offices were not currently open to the
public.
Ms. Colston replied that this would reduce the cost by $6,000 per year. She added that Multicorp,
Inc. had quoted three days a week as an option; the City could increase service to five days per
week if deemed necessary.
The Mayor and Common Council agreed to amend the prior motion of Councilmember Dayhoff and
Councilmember Gilbert, to accept the proposal of Multicorp, Inc. for cleaning of the 45 West Main
building three times per week.
VOTE
AYES: President Pecoraro, Councilmember Chiavacci, Councilmember Dayhoff, Councilmember
Gilbert, and Councilmember Yingling.
NAYS: None.
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ADJOURNMENT
President Pecoraro adjourned the meeting at 8:52 am.
Respectfully Submitted,
Shannon Visocsky, City Clerk
Full audio version is available on www.westminstermd.gov
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MINUTES
CITY OF WESTMINSTER
Special Mayor and Common Council Meeting
March 30, 2021 at 9:00 am
https://www.facebook.com/westminstermd/

CALL TO ORDER
Elected Officials Present: Councilmember Chiavacci, Councilmember Dayhoff, Mayor Dominick,
Councilmember Gilbert, President Pecoraro, and Councilmember Yingling.
Staff Present: Director of Recreation and Parks Gruber, City Administrator Matthews, and City Clerk
Visocsky.
NEW BUSINESS
C.J. Miller LLC Change Order No. 1
Ms. Gruber stated that the City was awarded a Land and Water Conservation Fund grant in the
amount of $119,850 in 2019. The grant, which has a required 50% City match, provides funding for
two projects – consulting services for the development of a master plan for Wakefield Valley Park
and the paving of a parking lot at the Park.
Ms. Gruber noted that, on September 14, 2020, the Mayor and Common Council awarded a contract
to C.J. Miller LLC for roadway paving throughout the City. To expedite completion of paving the
Wakefield Valley Park parking lot, staff requested a price quotation from C.J. Miller LLC for the work.
Ms. Gruber informed the Mayor and Common Council that C.J. Miller LLC provided a price quotation
of $171,350. This pricing was based on 3,675 square yards of 3” base patching, application paving
fabric prior to surface paving, and 9,665 square yards of 9.5 mm surface paving.
Ms. Gruber stated that the FY 2021 Capital Projects Fund budget includes funding in the amount of
$239,700 for development of a master plan for Wakefield Valley Park and paving of a parking lot at
the Park. The City’s contract with Pennoni Associates, Inc. for consulting services associated with
the development of a master plan for Wakefield Valley Park has an associated value of $62,985.
The remaining project balance of $176,715 is sufficient for the parking lot paving work to be
performed by C.J. Miller LLC under contract Change Order No. 1.
Ms. Gruber recommended that the City authorize C.J. Miller LLC to perform the work discussed
above through the approval and execution of Change Order No. 1 in the amount of $171,350.
Councilmember Dayhoff moved, seconded by Councilmember Gilbert, to approve Change Order No.
1 to the City’s contract with C.J. Miller LLC in the amount of $171,350.
VOTE
AYES: President Pecoraro, Councilmember Chiavacci, Councilmember Dayhoff, Councilmember
Gilbert, and Councilmember Yingling.
NAYS: None.
ADJOURNMENT
President Pecoraro adjourned the meeting at 9:37 am.

10

Respectfully Submitted,
Shannon Visocsky, City Clerk
Full audio version is available on www.westminstermd.gov
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National Public Safety Telecommunicators Week
April 11-17, 2021
Whereas, emergencies can occur at anytime that require police or emergency medical services; and
Whereas, when an emergency occurs, the prompt response of police officers is critical to the
protection of life and preservation of property; and

Whereas, the safety of our police officers is dependent upon the quality and accuracy of information
obtained from citizens who telephone the Westminster Police Communications Center; and

Whereas, Public Safety Telecommunicators are the first and most critical contact our citizens have
with emergency services; and

Whereas, Public Safety Telecommunicators are the single vital link for our police officers by
monitoring their activities by radio, providing them information, and insuring their safety; and

Whereas, Public Safety Telecommunicators of the Westminster Police Department have contributed
substantially to the apprehension of criminals and provision of police services; and

Whereas, each dispatcher has exhibited compassion, understanding, and professionalism during the
performance of their job in the past year.

Now Therefore, Be It Resolved, that I, Joe Dominick, Mayor of the City of Westminster, on
behalf of the Common Council, declare the week of April 11 through 17, 2021 to be National Public
Safety Telecommunicators Week in Westminster, in honor of the men and women whose diligence and
professionalism keep our city and citizens safe.

Signed at City Hall
This First Day of April
In the year Two Thousand Twenty-One

Joe Dominick
Mayor
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Presentation – MAGIC Quarterly Report

To:

M

Mayor and Common Council

From: Barbara B. Matthews, City Administrator
Date:

April 5, 2021

Re:

MAGIC Presentation

Background
The FY 2021 budget includes $80,000 in grant funding to support the activities of the Mid-Atlantic Gigabit
Innovation Collaboratory (MAGIC). The grant agreement between the City of Westminster and MAGIC outlines
the terms and conditions associated with the funding.
Exhibit A of the grant agreement sets forth program measures to keep the City apprised of MAGIC’s progress in
attaining certain goals related to its mission of promoting a culture of technology in Westminster and Carroll
County. The agreement calls for MAGIC to report publicly to the Mayor and Common Council on a quarterly
basis on its progress in meeting these program measures.
On April 12, 2021, Graham Dodge, Executive Director for MAGIC, will provide the progress report for the third
quarter of FY 2021.
Recommendation
Staff recommends that the Mayor and Common Council receive Mr. Dodge’s presentation and ask questions as
desired.
Attachments
• FY 2021 YTD Program Measures Provided by Mr. Dodge
• FY 2021 Grant Agreement between the City and MAGIC
cc: Lydia Colston, Director of Finance
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EXHIBIT A
Mid-Atlantic Gigabit Innovation Collaboratory
Program Measures
Measurement/Activity

Q1

Q2

Q3
5

Number of sponsors participating in special events

1

14

Event sponsor revenue received

$1,250

$6,700

Stakeholder revenue generated

$0

Number of grant applications submitted

5

1

4

Number of grant applications awarded

2

2

0

Grant funding (single year ) awarded

$30k

$10k

Grant funding (multi-year) awarded

$25k (x3)

$3,104

$30k (x2)

$8,000
$328.61

$0
$0

Number of volunteers from venture capitalists,
startups, and tech companies

8

16

8

Number of outreach meetings held with
Westminster-based business CEOs

6

7

10

Number of outreach meetings held with business
CEOS outside the City of Westminster

5

8

8

Jobs placed/facilitated within the City of
Westminster

3

5

2

Jobs placed/facilitated outside the City of
Westminster

0

2

0

Number of conferences/events attended or
hosted

1

8

12

Number of conferences/business events attended
at which the Westminster Fiber Network was
promoted

1

7

Coverage in local and regional news publications

5

14

4

9

4

Q4

Total

CITY OF WESTMINSTER GRANT AGREEMENT
FISCAL YEAR 2021
Grantee:
ATTN:

Mid-Atlantic Gigabit Innovation Laboratory
P.O. Box 517
Westminster, Maryland 21158
Tyler Sturgill, Treasurer

The Mayor and Council of Westminster, Maryland has authorized a grant of funds to the abovenamed Grantee for Fiscal Year 2021 in the amount of $80,000.00. This grant (hereinafter the "Grant") is
administered by the Westminster City Administrator. Any questions concerning this grant are to be
addressed to the City Administrator.
The Grant, and the disbursement of grant funds (hereinafter the “Grant Funds”) to Grantee, is subject
to the following conditions:
1.
Grantee agrees to utilize the grant funds to create and nurture a tech entrepreneur ecosystem in
Carroll County; to reach, teach, and train entrepreneurial talent to populate the tech ecosystem; and to
accelerate the development of new technologies, particularly involving gigabit broadband (hereinafter the
"Grant Services"). The goal of these activities is to develop a culture of technology entrepreneurialism
focused on Westminster, and to attract innovators, companies, and investors to a growing pool of tech talent
in Westminster and Carroll County. Any changes or modifications to these Grant Services must receive prior
written approval from the Westminster City Administrator.
2.
The City of Westminster will disburse the Grant Funds to Grantee during Fiscal Year 2021 (July 1,
2020 – June 30, 2021) in an amount not to exceed $80,000.00. The City agrees to make four installment
payments in the amount of $20,000.00 each, to be paid in the months of July, October, January, and April.
3.
Grantee shall report publicly to the Mayor and Common Council on a quarterly basis, describing
progress in meeting the program measures outlined in Exhibit A.
4.
Grantee will submit a written final report by August 31, 2021, describing progress in meeting the
program measures outlined in Exhibit A.
5.
Grantee shall provide the City with a copy of its financial statements at the end of the Grantee’s
current fiscal year. Grantee shall further provide the City with any additional documents and information
that the City may request. Grantee shall also make available to the City, upon request, its internal policies,
practices, books, and records relating to the provision of the Grant Services and the use of Grant Funds.
6.
In its discretion, the City may appoint a member of the Common Council to serve as a non-voting
liaison to the Grantee’s Board of Directors.
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7.
Grantee shall perform the Grant Services as an independent contractor and shall not be considered
an agent of the City, nor shall any of the employees or agents of Grantee be considered sub-agents of the
City.
8.
Grantee shall not discriminate against any person in employment or in the provision of the Grant
Services because of race, creed, color, sex, national origin, ancestry, marital status, handicap, sexual
orientation, or age.
9.
Grantee shall, at Grantee's expense, be responsible for obtaining all necessary licenses and/or
approvals and for complying with any applicable federal, state, and municipal laws, codes, and regulations in
connection with the performance of the Grant Services.
10.
Grantee shall not assign or transfer the Grant, Grant Funds, or the obligation to perform the Grant
Services, except as expressly authorized by the City Administrator.
11.
It is agreed that Grantee shall indemnify and hold harmless the City, its officers, agents, and
employees from any and all suits, actions, claims, damages, and costs of every nature and description to
which the City many be subjected by reason of injury to person or property resulting from Grantee’s conduct
or negligence or that of its agents, employees, or subcontractors in the performance of its duties under this
Grant. Grantee shall be responsible for all damage to persons or property, which occurs or is a result of its
conduct and shall take proper safety and health precautions to protect all employees and members of the
general public. Grantee shall be responsible for claims of liability, loss or damage which may be attributable
in whole or in part to its negligence or misconduct, excepting however such claims or damages as may be
attributable to the direct or willful negligence of the City, its officers, agents, or employees.
12.
The City shall have access to and the right to examine any financial records of Grantee. Grantee shall
retain records pertaining to the Grant for at least five (5) years or such longer time as may be required by the
City and shall contact the City before disposing of the records.
13.
Grantee is responsible for insuring that Grant Funds are properly used in connection with the
provision of Grant Services. The City reserves the right to demand repayment of any Grant Funds
misappropriated to other purposes. If repayment is not made within ten (10) business days of such demand,
the City may issue a lien against the Grantee’s property and/or take such other actions as permitted by law.
14.
All exhibits attached to this Grant are incorporated herein and made a part hereof. This Grant,
including the exhibits attached, constitutes the entire agreement between the City and the Grantee, and the
parties shall not be bound by any prior negotiation, representations or promises, not contained herein. This
Grant is executed in the State of Maryland and shall be governed by Maryland law. The Grantee, by execution
of this Grant, consents to the jurisdiction of the Maryland state courts with respect to any dispute arising out
of this Agreement and further consents to venue in Carroll County, Maryland. If any provision of this Grant is
held illegal or unenforceable in a judicial proceeding, such provision shall be severed and shall be inoperative,
and the remainder of this Grant shall remain operative and binding on the parties.
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By signing below, Grantee hereby acknowledges, accepts, and agrees to abide by the foregoing grant
conditions. The Grant shall automatically be revoked and terminated if any of the foregoing conditions are
altered or modified without the express written approval of the City Administrator or her designee.
By:

___________ (authorized Grantee representative signature)
___________________________________
(name and title must be printed under signature)
Tyler L. Sturgill
____________________________________
(date of agreement execution)
07/21/2020

By: ______________________________________
Barbara B. Matthews, City Administrator
07/14/2020
____________________________________
(date of agreement execution)
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EXHIBIT A
Mid-Atlantic Gigabit Innovation Collaboratory
Program Measures
Measurement/Activity

Q1

Number of sponsors participating in special events
Event sponsor revenue received
Stakeholder revenue generated
Number of grant applications submitted
Number of grant applications awarded
Grant funding (single year ) awarded
Grant funding (multi-year) awarded
Number of volunteers from venture capitalists,
startups, and tech companies
Number of outreach meetings held with
Westminster-based business CEOs
Number of outreach meetings held with business
CEOS outside the City of Westminster
Jobs placed/facilitated within the City of
Westminster
Jobs placed/facilitated outside the City of
Westminster
Number of conferences/events attended or
hosted
Number of conferences/business events attended
at which the Westminster Fiber Network was
promoted
Coverage in local and regional news publications
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Q2

Q3

Q4

Total

Presentation – Proposed FY 2022 Budget

To:

Mayor and Common Council

From: Barbara B. Matthews, City Administrator
Date:

April 9, 2021

Re:

FY 2022 Budget, including Capital Improvement Program FY 2022 – FY 2027

Background
The City’s new fiscal year will commence on July 1, 2021. In accordance with Article II of the Charter of the City
of Westminster, the City Administrator prepared a proposed budget on behalf of the Mayor for the Common
Council’s consideration.
City staff met with the Finance Committee on three separate occasions during the development of the proposed
budget for FY 2022. Those meetings took place on March 10, March 19, and April 1. The Committee’s guidance
and direction were instrumental in shaping the proposed budget.
Budget Schedule
As of the date of this memo, the anticipated schedule for the Mayor and Common Council’s review of the FY
2022 budget proposal is outlined below.
Monday, April 12, 2021
• Presentation of FY 2022 Budget Proposal
• Introduction of Budget Ordinance
Monday, April 19, 2021
• Budget Public Hearing #1
• Budget Work Session #1
Thursday, April 26, 2021
• Budget Public Hearing #2
• Budget Work Session #2
• Constant Yield Tax Rate Hearing
Monday, May 10, 2021
• Adoption of Budget Ordinance
Community members are encouraged to check the City website to confirm the date/time of upcoming meetings
of the Mayor and Common Council. Those wishing to offer written testimony at one or both of the budgetrelated public hearings should send their comments to City Clerk Shannon Visocsky at comments@westgov.com.
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Recommendation
Staff recommends that the Mayor and Common Council receive the presentation of the proposed budget for FY
2022.
Attachment
• Ordinance No. 935 for Introduction
cc: Lydia Colston, Director of Finance
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Sponsored By: Joe Dominick, Mayor
Gregory Pecoraro, Council President

ORDINANCE NO. 935
OF THE MAYOR AND COMMON COUNCIL OF WESTMINSTER, MARYLAND
APPROVING AND ADOPTING A BUDGET FOR THE
FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING JULY 1, 2021 AND
ENDING JUNE 30, 2022
WHEREAS, in accordance with the requirements of Md. Code Ann., Title 5 of the Local
Government Article, and Section 41 of the Charter of the City of Westminster and Chapter 20 of
the Code of the City of Westminster, the Mayor and Common Council are required to adopt an
budget ordinance to appropriate funds for the several programs and purposes for which the City
of Westminster must provide in the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2021 and ending June 30, 2022
(“Fiscal Year 2022”) and to set the property tax rates for Fiscal Year 2022; and,
WHEREAS, the Mayor, as required by the City Charter, on or before June 15, 2021,
prepared and presented to the Common Council a proposed budget outlining the anticipated
expenditures and transfers for Fiscal Year 2022, and including the estimated revenues and other
financing sources required and establishes the proposed tax rate for all real property taxes,
personal property taxes, and public utility taxes; and,
WHEREAS, the Common Council held a public hearing with respect to the Constant Yield
Tax Rate and the proposed budget on April 26, 2021, after appropriate notice thereof in a
newspaper having general circulation in Westminster.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Common Council of the City
of Westminster that:
Section 1: From and out of the monies and balances known to be in the General Fund,
Capital Projects Fund, Water Fund, Sewer Fund, Fiber Fund, and Public Housing Fund of the
City of Westminster, Maryland, and from all monies anticipated to come into all funds during the
twelve (12) month period ending June 30, 2022, there shall be, and hereby are, appropriated the
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following sums for use by the departments and offices of the City, and for the objects and
purposes for which the City must provide during Fiscal Year 2022.
GENERAL FUND REVENUES
Taxes
Licenses and Permits
Intergovernmental
Charges for Services
Fines & Forfeitures
Miscellaneous Income
Interest Income
Transfers
Other Financing Revenue/Reserves

$11,590,426
556,060
4,219,463
1,007,122
46,000
111,776
38,000
(525,148)
430,000

GENERAL FUND APPROPRIATIONS BY ACTIVITY
Executive & Legislative
Finance
Human Resources
Planning, Zoning & Development
Housing Services
Public Safety Department
Facilities
Public Works
Technology
Public Housing
Recreation & Parks
Total General Fund Revenues
Total General Fund Appropriations
Difference

$ 794,372
201,444
141,961
436,791
107,823
7,373,894
217,484
3,449,752
326,918
2,689,065
1,320,131
$17,473,699
$17,059,635
$ 414,064

CAPITAL PROJECTS FUND REVENUES
Taxes
Intergovernmental
Charges for Services
Transfers
Other Financing Sources

$ 2,375,434
955,580
429,643
430,000
1,339,578

CAPITAL PROJECTS FUND APPROPRIATIONS BY ACTIVITY
Planning, Zoning & Development
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$

190,000

Public Safety Department
Facilities
Public Works
Technology
Recreation & Parks

352,087
1,815,800
2,548,205
69,500
215,000

Total Capital Fund Revenues
Total Capital Fund Restricted Revenues
Total Capital Fund Appropriations
Difference

$ 5,530,235
$ (339,643)
$ 5,190,592
$
0

WATER FUND REVENUES
Charges for Services
$5,738,751
Rental Revenue
271,437
Miscellaneous Revenue
1,000
Interest Revenue
110,000
Benefit Assessment Fees/Capital Contributions
540,794
Other Financing-Reserves
294,213
WATER FUND APPROPRIATIONS BY ACTIVITY
Executive & Legislative
Finance
Human Resources
Planning, Zoning & Development
Facilities
Public Works
Technology
Utilities
Water
Total Water Fund Revenues
Total Water Fund Restricted Revenues
Total Water Fund Appropriations
Difference
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$ 321,110
291,392
169,976
119,076
43,650
242,197
535,414
856,115
3,949,517
$ 6,956,195
$ (427,748)
$ 6,528,447
$
0

SEWER FUND REVENUES
Charges for Services
$ 6,953,150
Other Revenue
10,000
Interest Revenue
200,000
Benefit Assessment Fee/Capital Contributions 24,308,960
SEWER FUND APPROPRIATIONS BY ACTIVITY
Executive & Legislative
Finance
Human Resources
Planning, Zoning & Development
Facilities
Public Works
Technology
Utilities
Wastewater

$ 317,394
291,392
169,357
119,076
43,650
242,255
535,413
887,116
27,963,916

Total Sewer Fund Revenues
Total Sewer Fund Revenues
Total Sewer Fund Appropriations
Difference

$31,472,110
$ (543,903)
$30,569,569
$ 358,638

FIBER INFRASTRUCTURE FUND REVENUES
Charges for Services
$ 825,300
Other Revenue
1,000
Interest
2,000
Transfers
95,148
Other Financing
516,855
FIBER INFRASTRUCTURE FUND EXPENDITURES
Executive & Legislative
Finance
Public Works
Technology
Utility Maintenance
Fiber

$

Total Fiber Fund Revenues
Total Fiber Fund Expenditures
Difference

450
5,150
70.408
131,632
103,625
1,129,038
$1,440,303
$1,440,303
$
0
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Section 2: The Tax Levy for all real property within the City’s corporate limits for the tax
year beginning July 1, 2021 and ending June 30, 2022 shall be Fifty-Six Cents ($0.56) on every
One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) of assessed value. The Tax Levy for all personal property
within the City’s corporate limits shall be One Dollar and Ten Cents ($1.10) on every One
Hundred Dollars ($100.00) of assessed value. The Tax Levy on all public utility operating
property within the City’s corporate limits shall be One Dollar and Forty Cents ($1.40) for every
One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) of assessed value. The aforementioned Tax Levy rates are
inclusive of the special tax levied for the purposes of paying for the light and water used by The
Mayor and Common Council of Westminster, as authorized and directed by Section 31 of the
Charter of the City of Westminster.
Section 3. The taxes levied for the aforesaid respective purposes for the tax year
beginning July 1, 2021 and ending June 30, 2022 shall be due and payable July 1, 2021 and shall
be subject to interest beginning October 1, 2021 at the rate of 2/3 of 1 per centum for each month
or fraction thereof until paid, and additionally, a 1/2 of 1 per centum penalty assessment for each
month or fraction thereof until paid, provided that taxes paid by owner-occupants of residential
property shall be due and payable as provided in § 10-204.3 of the Tax-Property Article of the
Annotated Code of Maryland and § 143-3 of the City Code which authorize semiannual and
annual payments of taxes. Additionally, taxes paid by owner-occupants of residential property on
a semiannual basis as provided in § 10-204.3 of the Tax Property Article of the Annotated Code
of Maryland and § 143-3 of the City Code shall be subject to a service charge in an amount equal
to the service charge adopted by the Board of County Commissioners of Carroll County as to its
County property taxes, which charge may include an administrative fee as permitted by law.
Section 4: That should any section of this Ordinance be determined to be invalid, such
invalidity shall not affect any other sections.
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Section 5:

Any transfer of funds between appropriations must be approved by the

Common Council in the form of an ordinance by a vote of at least 2/3 of the members of the
Common Council.
Section 6: The City Administrator is hereby directed to transfer to the Capital Projects
Fund any proceeds received from property tax revenues attributable to the levy of taxes at a rate
by which the current property tax rate exceeds the property tax rate established in the FY 2011
budget, provided that any expenditure of the funds so appropriated shall be subject to the
approval of the Common Council.
Section 7: BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that this ordinance shall become effective ten
days after its enactment by the Common Council of the City of Westminster, Maryland.
INTRODUCED this 12th day of April, 2021
___________________________________
Shannon Visocsky, City Clerk
ADOPTED this ______ day of May, 2021
____________________________________
Shannon Visocsky, City Clerk
APPROVED this _____day of May, 2021
____________________________________
Joe Dominick, Mayor

APPROVED AS TO FORM AND SUFFICIENCY
this _____day of May, 2021
_________________________
Elissa D. Levan, City Attorney
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Ordinance No. 933 – Amending Code Chapter 36

To:

Mayor and Common Council

From: Barbara B. Matthews, City Administrator
Date:

April 8, 2021

Re:

Introduction of Ordinance No. 933, Amending Chapter 36, “Procurement and Contracts”, to Add
Section 36-7, “Sustainable Procurement Practices”

Background
On March 8, 2021, the Common Council adopted Resolution No. 21-01, supporting the City of Westminster’s
participation in the Sustainable Maryland certification program. Sustainable Maryland is a free and voluntary
certification program for municipalities in Maryland that want to go green, save money, and take steps to
sustain their quality of life over the long term. Sustainable Maryland is a collaborative effort between the
Environmental Finance Center at the University of Maryland and the Maryland Municipal League.
To become Sustainable Maryland Certified, a municipality must complete and document actions worth a
total of 150 points (including two mandatory actions and two of six priority actions) and submit the
appropriate documents as evidence that the program requirements have been satisfied. The attached
brochure provides information on the actions that a municipality can take to earn points.
The adoption of a Green Purchasing Policy would fulfill one of the required two priority actions. Ordinance
No. 933 would add a new section, “Sustainable Procurement Practices,” to Chapter 36 of the City Code. The
new section provides for adoption of a resolution that would set forth the goals and objectives of the City’s
sustainable contracting practices, and direct staff to follow the same in the acquisition of goods and services
to the maximum extent practical. The companion resolution will be brought forward for consideration in
conjunction with the Common Council’s adoption of Ordinance No. 933.
Recommendation
Staff recommends that the Common Council introduce Ordinance No. 933.
Attachments
• Ordinance No. 933 for Introduction
• Sustainable Maryland Overview Brochure
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Sponsored by: Joe Dominick, Mayor
Gregory Pecoraro, Council President

ORDINANCE NO. 933
AMENDING THE CODE OF THE CITY OF WESTMINSTER
CHAPTER 36, “PROCUREMENT AND CONTRACTS”, TO ADD SECTION 367, “SUSTAINABLE PROCUREMENT PRACTICES”
WHEREAS, pursuant to Md. Code Ann., Local Gov’t. Article, § 5-202, the Mayor and Common Council
of Westminster (“the City”) has the authority to adopt such ordinances as it deems necessary to assure the
good government of the City; protect and preserve the City’s rights, property, and privileges; and preserve
peace and good order; and
WHEREAS, pursuant to Sections 12 of the City Charter, the City has power to purchase and hold real,
personal, and mixed property for the use and benefit of the City; and
WHEREAS, in order to implement the aforestated authority, the City has enacted Chapter 36,
“Procurement and Contracts”, of the City Code; and
WHEREAS, the Sustainable Maryland initiative is designed to enhance livability for all Marylanders by
helping municipalities choose a direction for their sustainability efforts, improve access to resources needed
to implement action, measure their progress, and gain recognition for their accomplishments; and
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Common Council desire to achieve Sustainable Maryland certification, which
requires the City to adopt various environmentally beneficial practices with respect to its operations; and
WHEREAS, among the steps that municipalities can take toward achieving Sustainable Maryland
certification is the adoption of “green purchasing” practices as part of their procurement policies, and the
Mayor and Common Council wish to adopt such practices for the City’s procurement processes.
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ENACTED AND ORDAINED, by the Mayor and Common Council of
Westminster that Chapter 36, “Procurement and Contracts”, of the Code of the City of Westminster be and
hereby is amended to add § 36-7, “Sustainable procurement practices” as follows:
§ 36-7 SUSTAINABLE PROCUREMENT PRACTICES
A.

THE CITY RECOGNIZES ITS RESPONSIBILITY TO MINIMIZE NEGATIVE IMPACTS ON HUMAN HEALTH AND
THE ENVIRONMENT WHILE SUPPORTING A DIVERSE, EQUITABLE, AND VIBRANT COMMUNITY AND ECONOMY.
THE CITY RECOGNIZES THAT THE TYPES OF PRODUCTS AND SERVICES THE CITY BUYS HAVE INHERENT SOCIAL,
HUMAN HEALTH, ENVIRONMENTAL, AND ECONOMIC IMPACTS, AND THAT THE CITY SHOULD MAKE
PROCUREMENT DECISIONS THAT EMBODY THE CITY’S COMMITMENT TO SUSTAINABILITY.
B.
IN ORDER TO ACHIEVE THE PURPOSE SET FORTH IN SUBSECTION A. OF THIS SECTION, THE COMMON
COUNCIL SHALL ADOPT BY RESOLUTION A POLICY REFLECTING GOALS AND OBJECTIVES RELATING TO THE
INCORPORATION OF SUSTAINABLE CONTRACTING PRACTICES AND DIRECTS CITY STAFF TO IMPLEMENT SUCH
POLICY IN THE ACQUISITION OF GOODS AND SERVICES TO THE MAXIMUM EXTENT PRACTICAL.
Section 2. BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND COMMON COUNCIL OF
WESTMINSTER that this Ordinance shall. take effect ten (10) days after the date of its passage and
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approval, unless it is returned unsigned by the Mayor at the next meeting of the Mayor and Common
Council together with the Mayor’s reasons for withholding his signature therefrom, and is not passed
thereafter by the votes of four-fifths of the members of the Common Council, and further provided that it is
posted after adoption for not less than two weeks in some conspicuous location in the City Hall and
recorded in a book provided for that purpose.
INTRODUCED this _____ day of April, 2021

Shannon Visocsky, City Clerk

ADOPTED this _____ day of ________________, 2021

Shannon Visocsky, City Clerk

APPROVED this _____ day of _____________, 2021

Joe Dominick, Mayor

APPROVED AS TO FORM AND LEGAL SUFFICIENCY
this ____ day of __________________, 2021:
______________________________
Elissa D. Levan, City Attorney
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SUSTAINABLE

MARYLAND
•CERTIFIED•

HELPING COMMUNITIES INVEST TODAY FOR A MORE LIVABLE TOMORROW

Sustainable Maryland

is a free and voluntary certification program for municipalities in Maryland
that want to go green, save money, and take steps to sustain their quality of life.
The mission of Sustainable Maryland is to enhance livability for all Marylanders
by helping municipalities choose a direction for their sustainability efforts,
improve access to resources needed to implement action, measure their progress,
and gain recognition for their accomplishments.
Sustainable Maryland helps communities:
• Gain access to training, tools, funding, and expert guidance;
• Save money and improve the bottom line;
• Conserve resources while promoting community resiliency.

Sustainable Maryland features:
• Free and voluntary program that makes participation easy and accessible
• Comprehensive vision that helps communities plan across multiple priorities
•C
 ustomizable menu of concrete actions, allowing communities to select
initiatives that best fit their specific needs
• Statewide recognition of certified communities’ accomplishments

Getting Started
Please visit the Sustainable Maryland website, www.sustainablemaryland.com,
to learn more about the program and how to begin the process of certification.
The list of sustainability actions and implementation tools available for your
community to consider adopting are provided and explained in detail on
the website.
To initiate the certification process, municipalities need to adopt a resolution,
ordinance, or proclamation or draft a formal letter stating intent to pursue
Sustainable Maryland certification and then register on the website. After
registration, municipalities are strongly encouraged to participate in Green
Team Training. To achieve certification, municipalities will need to implement
the necessary actions to qualify and submit the appropriate documents as
evidence that satisfies the Sustainable Maryland requirements.
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SPONSORS

Actions for Sustainable Communities:
To become Sustainable Maryland Certified, municipalities must complete and document actions from the list below. To achieve
certification, municipalities will need to complete actions worth a total of 150 points, including two Mandatory Actions (M) and
two of six Priority Actions (P), and submit the appropriate documents as evidence that the requirements have been satisfied.
ACTION ITEM
LOCAL ECONOMIES (CONTINUED)

POINTS

COMMUNITY ACTION
Green Team
Participate in SM Green Team Training
Create a Green Team
Complete a Green Team Action Plan
Conduct Community Barriers and Benefits Assessment
Build SM Resource Center
Participation in MD Green Schools
Innovative Demonstration Projects

Green Business Certification Program
Green Purchasing
Green Purchasing Policy
Evaluate Current Purchasing Practices
Vendor Preference Statement
Purchase Recycled Products
Purchase Environmentally Preferable Products
Implement Waste Reduction Program
Innovative Demonstration Projects

5
10 M
10 M
15
5
10
5 to 20

COMMUNITY-BASED FOOD SYSTEM
Local Food Consumption
Local Food Fair
Local Food Consumption & Preservation Classes
Establish Local Farmers Market
Promote Local Farmers Market
Local Food Production
Community Gardens
Spring Transplant Sale
Fall Transplant Sale
Establish CSA Drop-off Location
Innovative Demonstration Projects

Watershed Stewardship
Implement Watershed Stewardship/Pollution
Prevention Outreach Program(s)
Facilitate Engagement in Existing Watershed
Stewardship Opportunities
Provide Voluntary Opportunities for Citizen
Engagement in Watershed Stewardship
Provide Incentives for Watershed Stewardship
on Private Lands
Create a Watershed Plan
Stormwater Management
Stormwater Management Program
Stormwater Manager/Coordinator
Stormwater Fee Structure
Septic Management
Septics System Assessment and Inventory
Septics System Management Plan
Dedicated Septic System Fund
Water Conservation
Develop a Water Conservation Plan
Develop a Water Conservation Outreach Program
Tree City USA
Pet Waste
Implement a Pet Waste Education Program
Develop a Pet Waste Program
Adopt a Pet Waste Ordinance
Innovative Demonstration Projects

10
5 per class
15
5
15 P
10
10
10
5 to 20

10 (1st bldg), 5 (consec bldgs) P
5 to 20+
10
5 to 20

GREENHOUSE GAS
Municipal Carbon Footprint
Community Carbon Footprint
Climate Planning
Climate Action Plan
Cliimate Change Adaptation Element
Innovative Demonstration Projects

15 P
15
10 to 25+
5
5 to 20

HEALTH & WELLNESS
Let’s Move
Workplace Wellness
Join Healthiest Maryland Businesses
Workplace Wellness Program
Living Well Program
Innovative Demonstration Projects

15
15 P
10
10
10
10
10
5 to 20

NATURAL RESOURCES

ENERGY
Municipal Energy Audits
Residential Energy Efficiency
Wind Energy Project
Innovative Demonstration Projects

POINTS

15

5 per event
10
15
20 P
15 P
15
20
15
20
20
15
10
15
5
5
5
5 to 20

PLANNING AND LAND USE

5
5 to 15
5 per class
5 to 20

Participation in DHCD Sustainable Communities
Housing and the Comprehensive Plan
Land Preservation
Conduct Easement Outreach that Encourages
Inspection, Evaluation, and Stewardship
Build Easement Inventory
Innovative Demonstration Projects

LOCAL ECONOMIES
Buy Local
Establish Local Business Directory
10
Promote Local Business Directory
5
Buy Local Campaign
15
Local Business Roundtable
5 per roundtable
Local Business Procurement Notices
10
Economic Analysis of Procurement Practices
15
Local Purchasing Preference Policy
10
Green Business Recognition
Join Maryland Green Registry
5
Promote Maryland Green Registry
5 points per 2 businesses
Please note: Sustainable Maryland Certified actions and points may be subject to change.
Printed on 55% recycled & 30% post-consumer waste paper.

10

P denotes Priority Action

VISIT
EMAIL
PHONE
LIKE
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20
10
15
10
5 to 20

M denotes Mandatory Action

www.sustainablemaryland.com
info@sustainablemaryland.com
301.405.7956
www.facebook.com/SustainableMaryland

ENVIRONMENTAL
FINANCE CENTER

October 2015

ACTION ITEM

Ordinance No. 934 - Introduction

To:

Mayor and Common Council

From: Mark A. Depo, Director of Community Planning & Development
Date:

April 7, 2021

Re:

Introduction of proposed Ordinance No. 934, amending Chapter 164, “Zoning and Subdivision of Land”,
of the Westminster City Code, Article I, “General Provisions”; Article VIII, “B-Business Zone”; Article X,
“I-R Restricted Industrial Zone”; Article XI, “I-G General Industrial Zone”; Article XII, “P-I Planned
Industrial Zone”; and Article XX, “Special Provisions”, to Allow a New Solar Energy Facility Use as a
Permitted Use or Special Exception Use

Background
The Department of Community Planning and Development (DCPD) was approached by Claire Dockman, Alder
Energy Systems, LLC, requesting to place solar panels on the rooftop of the existing Westminster Self-Storage
structures located at 325 Woodward Road (SDAT# 07-109024). The proposed solar panel project is intended to
be part of Maryland’s Community Solar Pilot Program and will generate power for members of the community
who choose to subscribe to the program through BGE. Mrs. Dockman provided the attached Maryland Solar
Zoning Ordinance Reference Guide highlighting some of Maryland’s cities and counties that have solar zoning
ordinances, including the Town of St. Michaels, the City of Cambridge, Washington D.C., and Carroll County.
[Attachment 1]
Currently, “solar fields” or “solar panels” are not a defined use and are not listed as an allowed use in the Zoning
Ordinance. The Zoning Ordinance is permissive and generally prohibits uses that are not expressly listed as an
allowed principal permitted or special exception use. However, the Zoning Ordinance does allow for a use not
expressly listed to be allowed as an accessory use, if such accessory use is found to be customarily incidental and
subordinate to the principal use of the main building or lot.
Westminster allows solar panels as an accessory use if the power generated is provided only to the property on
which the solar panels are located. Typically, these accessory solar panels are installed on residential rooftops,
producing energy only for the home. In the case of the Westminster Self-Storage site, only rooftop solar panels
intended to produce energy for consumption by the self-storage facility at the subject property would be
allowed. If the solar panels are producing energy that exceeds the on-site need, as is the case with the
Westminster Self-Storage site, such solar panels would be considered a principal use and not allowed pursuant
to the Zoning Ordinance.
On March 10, 2021, the Economic Development Committee directed staff to bring forward a draft text
amendment, using the provided information in Attachment 1 as a general guide, to the Mayor and Common
Council to allow rooftop solar panels as a permitted use or special exception use in the I-R zoning district and
other applicable zoning districts.
Proposed Amendment
The draft text amendment proposes to:
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Add new definition “Solar Collector, Roof Mounted”. Generally, a roof mounted solar collector is an
accessory use to a permitted use allowing the collection and conversion of solar energy for on-premises
use only.
Add new definition “Solar Facility, Roof Mounted”. Generally, a roof mounted solar facility is a principal
use allowing the collection and conversion of solar energy for on-premises and off-premises use.
Add new “Solar Facility, Roof Mounted” use as a special exception use in the B-Business Zone, I-R
Restricted Industrial Zone, I-G General Industrial Zone, and P-I Planned Industrial Zone, subject to
special provisions.
Add new “Solar Facilities” special provisions.

Process
Pursuant to Section 164-177.A., Text Amendments, “An application for an amendment of the text of this chapter
may be filed by an interested party or any officer, department, board, commission or bureau of the City.” Text
amendments filed by any interested party or any officer, department, board, commission, or bureau of the City
must first be approved via introduction to the Common Council. Upon introduction and formal referral by the
Common Council, the Commission will hold a public meeting to review the proposed text amendment and make
recommendations to the Council, pursuant to the provisions of Zoning Ordinance Article XXIII. Pursuant to
Zoning Ordinance Section 164-187 E., members of the Common Council may not engage in ex parte or private
communication regarding the proposal or the proposed ordinance.
Recommendation
Staff recommends that the Common Council introduce proposed Ordinance No. 934, and refer it to the Planning
and Zoning Commission for its review and recommendation to the Mayor and Common Council.
Attachments
1. Maryland Solar Zoning Ordinance Reference Guide
2. Proposed Ordinance No. 934

cc: Barbara B. Matthews, City Administrator
Elissa D. Levan, City Attorney
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Mayor and Common Council
Introduction of Proposed Ordinance No. 934
April 12, 2021
Page 2

ATTACHMENT 2: Proposed Text for Solar Facility Ordinance

ORDINANCE NO. 934
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 164, “ZONING”, OF THE WESTMINSTER
CITY CODE, ARTICLE I, “GENERAL PROVISIONS”, SECTION 164-3, “DEFINITIONS
AND WORD USAGE”, TO ADD DEFINITIONS FOR CERTAIN ROOFTOP SOLAR
ENERGY FACILITIES; AMENDING ARTICLE VIII, “B-BUSINESS ZONE”, SECTION 16442, “SPECIAL EXCEPTIONS”, ARTICLE X, “I-R RESTRICTED INDUSTRIAL ZONE”,
SECTION 164-54, “SPECIAL EXCEPTIONS”, ARTICLE XI, “I-G GENERAL INDUSTRIAL
ZONE” SECTION 164-62, “SPECIAL EXCEPTIONS”, AND ARTICLE XII “P-I PLANNED
INDUSTRIAL ZONE”, SECTION 164-66.1, “SPECIAL EXCEPTIONS”, TO PROVIDE FOR
THE INSTALLATION OF CERTAIN SOLAR ENERGY FACILITIES AS SPECIAL
EXCEPTION USES; AND AMENDING ARTICLE XX, “SPECIAL PROVISIONS”, TO ADD
SECTION 164-155.3, “SOLAR FACILITIES”, TO PROVIDE STANDARDS FOR THE
GRANT OF A SPECIAL EXCEPTION BY THE BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS FOR
CERTAIN SOLAR ENERGY FACILITIES IN CERTAIN ZONES
WHEREAS, pursuant to the Local Government Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland, § 5213, the Mayor and Common Council of Westminster, Maryland (the “City”) has the authority to provide
reasonable zoning regulations subject to the referendum of the voters at regular or special elections; and
WHEREAS, pursuant to Sections 11 through 18 of the City Charter, the City has, for the purpose
of promoting the health, security, general welfare and morals of the community, the authority to divide
the City into zoning districts and to regulate therein the erection, construction, reconstruction, alteration,
repair or use of buildings, structures or land, in accordance with a comprehensive plan and for
enumerated purposes, which include the control and direction of municipal expansion and development,
provided that such regulations are to be made with reasonable consideration of the character of the
districts and their peculiar suitability for particular uses, and with a view to conserving the value of
buildings and encouraging the most appropriate use of land throughout the City; and
WHEREAS, pursuant to the aforestated authority and the additional authority contained in Md.
Code Annotated, Land Use Article, Division 1, “Single Jurisdiction Planning and Zoning”, Title 4,
“Zoning” (formerly, Md. Code Ann., Art. 66B, § 4.01 et seq.), the City has enacted Chapter 164,
“Zoning”, of the City Code; and
WHEREAS, pursuant to Chapter 164, § 164-183, the City’s Planning Commission is charged
with reviewing proposed amendments to the text of that chapter and submitting a report and
recommendation to the Mayor and Common Council with respect to such proposed amendments; and
WHEREAS, a proposal for a text amendment to the Chapter 164 of the City Code to permit
certain clean energy facilities in certain zones in the City by special exception was submitted to the
Planning Commission and the Planning Commission issued a report and recommendation relating to
said report, and approving the recommendation, dated ______________________, which report was
presented to the City at a regular meeting of the Mayor and Common Council on _______________;
and
WHEREAS, an amendment to the text of Chapter 164 of the City Code to incorporate the
proposal was introduced before the Mayor and Common Council at a regular meeting on or about April
12, 2021 and, on or about ____________, 2021, a public hearing relating to the aforementioned
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amendment was held, as required by Section 18 of the City Charter and § 164-186.1 of the City Code;
and
Section 1. NOW THEREFORE BE IT ENACTED AND ORDAINED by the Mayor and
Common Council of Westminster, that Chapter 164, “Zoning”, of the Westminster City Code Article I,
“General Provisions”, § 164-3, “Definitions and Word Usage”, shall be and hereby is amended as
follows:
§ 164-3. Definitions and Word Usage.
A.

For the purpose of this chapter, certain words and phrases used herein are defined as follows:

ACCESS:
A means of approach or admission.
*

*

*

SOLAR COLLECTOR, ROOF MOUNTED (PHOTOVOLTAIC AND HOT WATER)
A SOLAR COLLECTOR OR ARRAY OF COLLECTORS USED TO CONVERT

SOLAR RADIANT ENERGY INTO
ELECTRICAL ENERGY OR TO COLLECT SOLAR RADIANT ENERGY TO HEAT WATER FOR USE ON-PREMISES
THAT ARE FLUSH WITH AND SURFACE-MOUNTED ON THE ROOF OF A BUILDING AND FOR WHICH ALL
REQUIRED CARROLL COUNTY PERMITS HAVE BEEN APPROVED, ISSUED, INSPECTED AND PASSED. ROOFMOUNTED SOLAR COLLECTORS ARE AN ACCESSORY USE TO PERMITTED USES IN ANY ZONING DISTRICT,
SUBJECT TO HISTORIC DISTRICT RESTRICTIONS. ROOF-MOUNTED SOLAR COLLECTORS LOCATED ON NONRESIDENTIAL OR MULTIPLE-FAMILY DWELLING BUILDINGS OR STRUCTURES ARE CONSIDERED MODERN
APPURTENANCES AND MUST BE SCREENED ACCORDINGLY.

SOLAR FACILITY, ROOF MOUNTED
A SERIES OF ROOF MOUNTED SOLAR PHOTOVOLTAIC COLLECTORS THAT ARE DESIGNED TO COLLECT SOLAR
ENERGY AND CONVERT IT INTO ELECTRICAL ENERGY TO SUPPLY POWER FOR USE ON-PREMISES AND OFFPREMISES AS A COMMUNITY SOLAR PROJECT AS THAT TERM IS DEFINED IN THE PUBLIC UTILITIES ARTICLE
OF THE ANNOTATED CODE OF MARYLAND AND MAY USE REVERSE OR NET-METERING.
*

*

*

Section 2.
BE IT FURTHER ENACTED AND ORDAINED by the Mayor and Common
Council of Westminster, that Chapter 164, “Zoning”, of the Westminster City Code, that Article VIII,
“B-Business Zone”, §164-42, “Special Exceptions”, shall be and hereby is amended as follows:
§ 164-42. Special exceptions.
The following uses may be permitted as special exceptions in accordance with the provisions of Article
XXII:
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A. All uses authorized as permitted uses or special exceptions in this zone which are to be located within
structures in excess of three stories but not in excess of six stories.
*

*

*

W. SOLAR FACILITY, ROOF MOUNTED, SUBJECT TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF SECTION 164-155.3.
Section 3.
BE IT FURTHER ENACTED AND ORDAINED by the Mayor and Common
Council of Westminster, that Chapter 164, “Zoning”, of the Westminster City Code, that that Article X,
“I-R Restricted Industrial Zone”, §164-54, “Special Exceptions”, shall be and hereby is amended as
follows:
§ 164-54. Special exceptions.
The following uses may be permitted as a special exception in accordance with the provisions of Article
XXII:
A. Any use permitted in § 164-41A (7), (9), (11), (17), (19), (33), (35), [(36)], (39), (40), (41),
(42), (45), (47) and (48).
*

*

*

L. SOLAR FACILITY, ROOF MOUNTED, SUBJECT TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF SECTION 164-155.3.
Section 4.
BE IT FURTHER ENACTED AND ORDAINED by the Mayor and Common
Council of Westminster, that Chapter 164, “Zoning”, of the Westminster City Code, that that Article XI,
“I-G General Industrial Zone” Section 164-62, “Special Exceptions”, shall be and hereby is amended as
follows:
§ 164-62. Special exceptions.
The following uses may be permitted as a special exception in accordance with the provisions of Article
XXII:
A. Abattoirs, slaughterhouses and stockyards.
*

*

*

L. SOLAR FACILITY, ROOF MOUNTED, SUBJECT TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF SECTION 164-155.3.
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Section 5.
BE IT FURTHER ENACTED AND ORDAINED by the Mayor and Common
Council of Westminster, that Chapter 164, “Zoning”, of the Westminster City Code, that that Article
XII, “P-I Planned Industrial Zone”, §164-66.1, “Special Exceptions”, shall be and hereby is amended as
follows:
§ 164-66.1. Special exceptions.
The following uses may be permitted as a special exception in accordance with the provisions of Article
XXII:
A. Telecommunications facilities, subject to the requirements of § 164-139.1.
B. SOLAR FACILITY, ROOF MOUNTED, SUBJECT TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF SECTION 164-155.3.
Section 6.
BE IT FURTHER ENACTED AND ORDAINED by the Mayor and Common
Council of Westminster, that Chapter 164, “Zoning”, of the Westminster City Code, that Article XX,
“Special Provisions” shall be and is hereby amended to add a new §164-155.3, “Solar Facilities” as
follows:
§ 164-155.3 SOLAR FACILITIES
A.

ROOF-MOUNTED SOLAR FACILITIES MAY BE PERMITTED AS A SPECIAL EXCEPTION USE UPON
APPROVAL BY THE BOARD IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PROVISIONS OF THIS CODE, PROVIDED THAT THE
FOLLOWING MINIMUM STANDARDS AND REQUIREMENTS ARE MET:
1.
SOLAR FACILITIES SHALL BE LOCATED ONLY ON FLAT PORTIONS OF THE ROOF OF A A
BUILDING OR STRUCTURE AND MUST BE SETBACK A MINIMUM OF 5 FEET FROM ALL ROOFTOP EDGES TO
ALLOW FOR SAFE ACCESS AND MAINTENANCE TO THE SOLAR FACILITY EQUIPMENT AND OTHER ROOFTOP
EQUIPMENT.
2.

SOLAR FACILITIES SHALL BE MOUNTED FLAT UPON OR FLUSH TO THE ROOFTOP AND SHALL
NOT EXCEED APPLICABLE BUILDING OR STRUCTURE HEIGHT REQUIREMENTS.
3.
SOLAR FACILITIES ARE SUBJECT TO THE SCREENING REQUIREMENTS FOR MODERN
APPURTENANCES IN SECTION 164-131.3, REGARDLESS OF ADJACENT USE OR USE DISTANCE
REQUIREMENTS.
4.

SOLAR FACILITIES SHALL NOT BE LIGHTED.

5.

SIGNAGE FOR SOLAR FACILITIES IS PROHIBITED. SMALL SIGNS OR PLAQUES NOTING THE
PRESENCE OF A ROOF-MOUNTED SOLAR FACILITY SERVING A COMMUNITY SOLAR PROJECT MAY BE
PERMITTED BY THE BOARD, IF THE BOARD DETERMINES IN ITS DISCRETION THAT SUCH A SIGN OR PLAQUE
SERVES THE PUBLIC INTEREST. SUCH SIGNS SHALL NOT EXCEED TWO SQUARE FEET IN AREA AND SHALL BE
BUILDING-MOUNTED.
UNDERLINED SMALL CAPS
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6.
SOLAR FACILITIES SHALL CONFORM WITH APPLICABLE INDUSTRY STANDARDS, SUCH AS
THE AMERICAN NATIONAL STANDARDS INSTITUTE (ANSI), UNDERWRITERS LABORATORY (UL), THE
AMERICAN SOCIETY OF TESTING AND MATERIALS (ASTM) OR SIMILAR ORGANIZATIONS AND INSTITUTES
AS REQUIRED BY THE ZONING ADMINISTRATOR.
7.
SOLAR FACILITIES SHALL BE DESIGNED AND LOCATED TO AVOID GLARE, MOVING SHADOW
AND/OR ANY REFLECTION ONTO ADJACENT PROPERTIES AND ADJACENT ROADWAYS AND SHALL NOT
INTERFERE WITH TRAFFIC OR CREATE A SAFETY HAZARD. A GLARE ANALYSIS SHALL BE INCLUDED IN ANY
SUBMITTAL TO THE BOARD.
8.

SOLAR FACILITIES SHALL BE DESIGNED AND SECURED TO PREVENT UNAUTHORIZED ACCESS.

9.

AUDIBLE SOUND FROM THE SOLAR FACILITIES AND SUPPORT DEVICES, INCLUDING BUT NOT
LIMITED TO TRANSFORMERS, AS MEASURED AT THE PROPERTY LINE SHALL NOT EXCEED NORMAL AMBIENT
SOUND LEVELS FROM TRAFFIC AND OTHER CONDITIONS IN THE VICINITY, AS DETERMINED BY THE BOARD
IN ITS DISCRETION.
10.

SOLAR

FACILITIES MUST BE CERTIFIED BY THE
CORPORATION OR EQUIVALENT ORGANIZATIONS.

SOLAR RATING & CERTIFICATION

11.
ANY TRANSMISSION LINES AND ALL FACILITY CONNECTIONS FOR SOLAR FACILITIES SHALL
BE UNDERGROUND AND ALL FACILITIES SHALL COMPLY WITH THE MOST CURRENT REQUIREMENTS FOR
ELECTRICAL CONNECTIONS AND REQUIRED ELECTRICAL PERMITS IN THE CARROLL COUNTY CODE OF
PUBLIC LAWS.
12.
ALL OUTDOOR ASSOCIATED SUPPORTING EQUIPMENT TO BE LOCATED ON THE GROUND, NOT
INCLUDING SOLAR PHOTOVOLTAIC COLLECTORS, SHALL MEET ALL APPLICABLE SETBACKS, SHALL NOT
EXCEED 560 SQUARE FEET AN AREA AND FIVE FEET IN HEIGHT, AND SHALL BE APPROVED BY THE BOARD.
A MINIMUM LANDSCAPE MANUAL TYPE A SCREENING SHALL BE REQUIRED TO SCREEN OUTDOOR GROUND
EQUIPMENT.
B.
A ROOF-MOUNTED SOLAR FACILITIES MUST BE OPERATED TO GENERATE POWER FOR A COMMUNITY
SOLAR PROJECT AS THAT TERM IS DEFINED IN THE PUBLIC UTILITIES ARTICLE OF THE ANNOTATED CODE
OF MARYLAND . .
C.

SOLAR FACILITIES MUST COMPLY WITH ALL APPLICABLE LOCAL, STATE, AND FEDERAL LAWS AND
PROVISIONS.
D.

SOLAR FACILITIES NO LONGER IN USE SHALL BE REMOVED FROM THE SITE WITHIN ONE YEAR OF THE
DATE THAT THE USE CEASES.
E.

THE BOARD MAY NOT GRANT A VARIANCE FROM THE REQUIREMENTS OF THIS SECTION.
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Section 7. Be it further enacted and ordained by The Mayor and Common Council of
Westminster that this Ordinance shall take effect (10) ten days after its passage and approval.
INTRODUCED this _____ day of _____________, 2021

Shannon Visocsky, City Clerk

ADOPTED this _____ day of ________, 2021

Shannon Visocsky, City Clerk

APPROVED this _____ day of ________, 2021

Joe Dominick, Mayor

APPROVED AS TO FORM AND SUFFICIENCY
this _____ day of _________, 2021:

______________________________
Elissa D. Levan, City Attorney
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ATTACHMENT 1: Maryland Solar Zoning Ordinance Reference Guide

EDC Staf
TOWN OF ST. MICHAEL’S, MD CODE AND ZONING REGULATIONS
https://ecode360.com/7038859
Definitions:
SOLAR ENERGY SYSTEM, COMMUNITY - A solar energy system that provides power and/or financial benefit
to, and/or is owned by, multiple residents of a community. The primary purpose of a community solar
energy system is to allow such residents the opportunity to share the benefits of solar energy even if they
cannot or prefer not to install a solar energy system on their property.
SOLAR ENERGY SYSTEM, LARGE - A ground-mounted solar energy system whose principal purpose is to
provide electrical power for sale to the general power grid.
SOLAR ENERGY SYSTEM, SMALL - A solar energy system designed to serve any agricultural, residential,
commercial, institutional, or industrial use on a single parcel or lot and not intended for production of
energy primarily for off site sale or consumption.
SOLAR ENERGY SYSTEMS - A system of solar collectors, panels, controls, energy storage devices, heat
pumps, heat exchangers, and/or other materials, hardware, or equipment to collect solar radiation and
convert it to a usable energy form. Solar energy systems include thermal and photovoltaic systems. See §
340-62.
SOLAR PANEL - A group of photovoltaic cells assembled on a panel. Panels are assembled on site into solar
arrays.
Zoning Regulations:
A. Building-mounted small solar energy systems.
(1) Building-mounted small solar energy systems may be mounted on principal and accessory
structures.
(2) All applicable setback regulations apply to building-mounted small solar energy systems. Such
systems mounted on principal structures may not encroach into a side and rear setback.
(3) Only building-integrated and flush-mounted small solar energy systems may be installed on
street-facing building elevations.
(4) Small solar energy systems may not extend above the existing highest point of the roofline. See
Figure 62-1.
(5) Coverage. Roof- or building-mounted small solar energy systems shall allow for adequate roof
access to the south-facing or flat roof upon which the panels are mounted. The surface area of
pole- or ground-mount systems shall not exceed half the building footprint of the principal
structure. See Figure 62-2.
(6) Small solar energy systems shall be set back a minimum of one foot from all roof edges.
B. Community and large solar energy systems.
(1) Community and large solar energy systems shall be located in such a manner to minimize
adverse impacts to viewsheds of historic sites and scenic corridors. If complaints regarding
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glare/reflection are received by the applicant and/or the Town, within two years of installation,
these complaints shall be addressed/mitigated by the applicant to the Town's satisfaction, and a
written solution shall be submitted to the Town for review and approval.
(2) Community and large solar energy systems shall not be located in any required landscape or
buffer yard.
(3) Visual impact analysis. An analysis of potential visual impacts to adjacent properties resulting
from the project, including solar panels, roads, accessory structures, and fencing, along with a
discussion of measures to avoid, minimize, or mitigate such impacts shall be required. A plan shall
be submitted for review and approval, showing vegetative screening, or buffering of the
community and large solar energy systems to mitigate any adverse visual impacts.
(4) Solar panels mounted at least 24 inches above existing grade and related rack and pile systems,
fencing, landscaping, and access paths shall be subject to a twenty-five-foot setback from perennial
and intermittent streams, nontidal wetlands, and features for which an expanded buffer is required
provided that the ground surface of or under such components consists of natural vegetation.
Additionally, within community and large solar energy systems sites, access paths, culverts, and
roads may cross and/or be constructed within 25 feet of perennial or intermittent streams or
nontidal wetlands, provided applicable state, and federal agencies authorize such crossings and
construction minimizes impacts to such features.
(5) Lighting. If required, community and large solar energy systems shall be limited to lighting
activated by motion sensors and fully shielded and downcast to prevent the light from shining onto
adjacent parcels or into the night sky.
(6) Abandonment or useful life of the community and large solar energy systems.
(a) Community and large solar energy systems that cease to produce electricity for six
months shall be presumed abandoned. The applicant may overcome this presumption by
presenting substantial evidence, satisfactory to the Zoning Inspector, that cessation of the
use occurred from causes beyond the applicant's reasonable control, that there is no intent
to abandon the system, and that resumption of use of the existing solar energy system is
reasonably practicable.
(b) If the community or large solar energy system has been destroyed or substantially
damaged and shall not be repaired or replaced, or repair or replacement has not
commenced with due diligence, the Town may direct the applicant to begin the
decommissioning process within 60 days of the date of the incident that rendered the solar
energy system unserviceable.
(c) The applicant shall provide to the Town an annual power production report.
(d) Following project abandonment (as defined above), the applicant shall remove the
community or large solar energy system and restore the site per the approved
decommissioning plan. The failure of the applicant to remove the community or large solar
energy system and restore the site in compliance with the approved decommissioning plan
shall entitle and authorize the Town, without further notice, to abate the violation and
thereby remove the community or large solar energy system and restore the site, the costs
for which restoration shall constitute a lien on the property to the extent not covered by
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the bond requirement for decommissioning. Said claim shall be collected in the same
manner as delinquent real property taxes.
(7) Decommissioning plan. A decommissioning plan prepared by a licensed third party shall be
required. The applicant shall be responsible for the implementation of the decommissioning plan,
which shall include:
(a) At least 90 days before the start of construction, the applicant shall submit a
decommissioning plan to the Town for review and approval. The decommissioning plan
shall describe the responsible party or parties, time frames, and estimated costs for
decommissioning, dismantling, and lawful disposal of all components, including cables,
wiring, and foundations below ground surface. The plan shall address site conditions after
decommissioning, including stabilization, grading, and seeding of all disturbed areas. The
plan shall maximize the extent of component recycling and reuse, where practicable, and
ensure all materials are handled per applicable federal, state, county, and local
requirements. The applicant shall not begin construction of the community or large solar
energy system until the Town has approved the plan.
(b) The expiration date of the contract, lease, easement, or other agreement for installation
and maintenance of the community or large solar energy system, and shall provide for the
removal of the community or large solar energy system within 120 days following
abandonment thereof to the satisfaction of the Zoning Official.
(c) A requirement that the operator and property owner provide written notice to the
Town whenever a community or large solar energy system is out of active production for
more than six months.
(d) Removal of all the aboveground and underground equipment, structures, fencing, and
foundations. Subject to B(7)(f) below, all components shall be removed entirely from the
subject parcel upon decommissioning.
(e) Removal of substations, overhead poles, and aboveground electric lines located on site
or within a public right-of-way that are not usable by any other public or private utility.
(f) Removal of lot coverage and access roads associated with the community and large solar
energy systems, subject to the approval of the applicant (to include the property owner, if
other than the applicant) and Town staff.
(g) Re-grading and, if required, placement of like-kind topsoil after removal of all structures
and equipment.
(h) Re-vegetation of disturbed areas with native seed mixes and plant species suitable to
the area or evidence of an approved nutrient management plan.
(i) A recordable covenant executed by the applicant (to include the property owner, if other
than the applicant) to reclaim the site following the decommissioning plan and associated
approvals upon cessation of the use.
(j) A provision requiring Town approval of the decommissioning and reclamation of the site,
subject to consultation with and approval from the appropriate state agencies having
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authority, such as the Maryland Department of the Environment and the Public Service
Commission.
(k) The decommissioning plan shall be updated and resubmitted to the Town for review
and approval every five years.
(l) The applicant for community or large solar energy system shall provide security in the
form of a bond, surety, letter of credit, lien instrument, or other financial assurance by a
financial institution, or other alternative security in a form and amount acceptable to the
Town Commissioners to secure payment of 125% of the anticipated cost of removal of all
equipment, structures, and fencing, above or below ground level, and any accessory
structures, as well as restoration of the site, and otherwise per the requirements of this
section, subject to the following:
[1] The bond shall exclude all the salvage value of the improvements.
[2] The security shall be provided before issuance of a building permit and renewed
to remain in full force and effect while the community or large solar energy system
remains in place.
[3] The security shall require the obligor and the applicant (to include the property
owner, if other than the applicant) to provide at least 90 days' prior written notice
to the Town of its expiration or nonrenewal. The Town Commissioners may adjust
the amount of the security as reasonably necessary from time to time to ensure the
amount is adequate to cover the cost of decommissioning, removal, and
restoration of the site.
[4] The security shall ensure that decommissioning costs are not borne by the state,
county, and/or the Town at the end of the useful life of the community or large
solar energy system or in the event of its abandonment. The security is subject to
the approval of the Town Commissioners, and evaluation thereof shall include the
credit worthiness and financial capabilities of the obligor(s).
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CITY OF CAMBRIDGE, MD UNIFIED DEVELOPMENT CODE
https://www.choosecambridge.com/DocumentCenter/View/1891/Cambridge-UDC-with-signedordinances-10152020
Definitions:
SOLAR ENERGY SYSTEM – A system of solar collectors, panels, controls, energy storage devices, heat
pumps, heat exchangers, and/or other materials, hardware or equipment to collect solar radiation and
convert it to a useable energy form. Solar Energy Systems include thermal and photovoltaic systems.
SMALL-SCALE SOLAR ENERGY SYSTEM – A Solar Energy System that produces less than two hundred
kilowatts (200kW) of power and utilizes less than one (1) acre. A Small-Scale Solar Energy System includes a
rooftop solar energy system of any generating capacity and size.
MEDIUM-SCALE SOLAR ENERGY SYSTEM – A Solar Energy System that is engineered and designed to
produce at least two hundred kilowatts (200kW) but less than two megawatts (2 MW) of power. A
Medium-Scale Solar Energy System shall be located on a parcel or assemblage of contiguous parcels no less
than nine (9) acres in size.
LARGE-SCALE SOLAR ENERGY SYSTEM – A Solar Energy System that is engineered and designed to produce
at least two megawatts (2 MW) of power. A Large-Scale Solar Energy System shall be located on a parcel or
assemblage of contiguous parcels no less than one hundred (100) acres in size.
COMMUNITY SOLAR ENERGY SYSTEM – A Solar Energy System that provides power and/or financial benefit
to, and/or is owned by, multiple residents of a community. The primary purpose of a Community Solar
Energy System is to allow such residents the opportunity to share the benefits of solar energy even if they
cannot or prefer not to install a Solar Energy System on their own property.
Zoning Regulations:
a. Zoning Districts
i. Small-Scale Solar Energy Systems shall be permitted throughout the City.
ii. Medium and Large-Scale Solar Energy Systems shall be permitted by Special Exception (SE) in the
Resource Conservation Zoning District and subject to the acreage limitation in Subsection (c)
herein.
iii. Community Solar Energy Systems shall be permitted by Special Exception (SE) in all Zoning
Districts except the Resource Conservation Zoning District, in which they are not permitted, and
subject to the acreage limitation in Subsection (c) herein.
b. Critical Area
Medium, Large, and Community Solar Energy Systems shall conform to the State’s Critical Area
requirements.
c. Acreage Limitations
No more than a total of three hundred fifty (350) acres shall be approved for Medium, Large, or
Community Solar Energy Systems within the incorporated limits of the City of Cambridge. The
calculation of acreage for the Solar Energy Systems subject to this limitation shall include the
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panels, any accessory buildings, and the seventy-five (75) foot buffer area. This limitation shall not
include off-site facilities required for the connection or transmission of the electricity to the grid.
d. Procedure
i. Small-Scale Solar Energy Systems require a building permit and, if ground mounted and visible
from a City right-of-way, a landscaping and screening plan.
ii. Medium and Large-Scale Solar Energy Systems require a Category 1 Site Plan, Special Exception,
building permit, a landscaping and screening plan, and a decommissioning plan.
iii. Community Solar Energy Systems require a Category 1 Site Plan, Special Exception, building
permit, a landscaping and screening plan, and a decommissioning plan. As part of the Special
Exception process, the applicant may request an exemption from the acreage limitation set forth in
Subsection (c) herein. As used throughout § 4.2.3(D)(5) of this Ordinance, the term “applicant” shall
mean and refer to the applicant for City approval of a Solar Energy System hereunder, as well as the
owner of the Solar Energy System, the operator of the Solar Energy System, and the owner of the
property or properties upon which the Solar Energy System is located, if any such person(s) is not
the person applying for approval.
iv. Documentation of the site’s soil composition is required for ground mounted projects.
v. Other site-specific approvals from appropriate federal, State, or local authorities, such as
nontidal wetland permits, forest conservation plans, forest preservation plans, and habitat
protection plans are also required, as applicable.
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WASHINGTON D.C. ZONING REGULATIONS
https://dcoz.dc.gov/zrr/zr16
Definitions:
COMMUNITY SOLAR FACILITY - A solar energy facility that is directly interconnected with the distribution
system of the electric company, as defined by D.C. Official Code § 34-207, and that does not exceed five
megawatts (5 MG) in capacity, where the monetary value of the electricity generated by the facility is
credited to the subscribers, which must number at least two (2). Community solar facilities are
characterized by the sharing of electricity output, which is provided to subscribers. Examples include but
are not limited to roof-mounted solar arrays, ground-mounted solar arrays, or solar canopies, but would
not include basic utility uses.
UTILITY (BASIC) - (1) The commercial or governmental generation, transmission, distribution, or storage of
energy, water, stormwater, cable, or telecommunication-related information; (2) This use commonly takes
the form of infrastructure services which are provided city-wide; (3) Examples include, but are not limited
to: electrical sub-station, telephone exchange, optical transmission node, electronic equipment facility,
sewer plant, water treatment plant, methods and facilities for renewable energy generation other than a
community solar facility, or utility pumping station; and (4) Exceptions: This use category does not include a
community solar facility use or uses which would typically fall within the antennas or waste-related services
use categories;
Zoning Regulations:
1103.1 The following uses in this section shall be permitted as a matter of right:
(a) NC zone designated uses;
(b) Agriculture, large;
(c) Arts, design, and creation;
(d) Chancery;
(e) Community solar facility, subject to the following conditions:
(1) Roof-mounted solar array of any size; or
(2) Ground-mounted solar array, subject to the following requirements:
(A) Measures no greater than twenty feet (20 ft.) in height;
(B) Has an aggregate panel face area of one-and-one half (1.5) acres or less;
(C) Meets the yard and height development standards of the zone; and
(D) Where the panels are sited no less than forty feet (40 ft.), including any
intervening street or alley, from an adjacent property in the R, RF, or RA-1 zone.

*More available pertaining to ground-mounted community solar systems via hyperlink
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CARROLL COUNTY ZONING REGULATIONS
https://www.carrollcountymd.gov/media/9938/chapter-158-zoning-new-complete-code.pdf
Definitions:
SOLAR ENERGY CONVERSION FACILITY - An area arranged and dedicated to the construction, operation and
maintenance of a large scale solar collection system principally used to capture solar energy and convert it
to electrical energy. Large scale solar energy conversion facilities consist of free-standing ground based or
roof mounted collection devices, associated panels and arrays and/or aggregations of panels and arrays,
supporting equipment, including light reflectors, concentrators, heat exchangers, substations, utility
interconnection infrastructure, electric infrastructure, transmission lines, battery banks and related
structures and facilities. In such instances, the use is considered the “principal” use on the subject property
and any other use on the site shall be subordinate. SOLAR ENERGY CONVERSION FACILITIES are designed to
supply power at the utility level, rather than on-site or to a local user. These facilities are intended to
generate electricity to be sold, for profit, to an electricity market through a regional transmission
organization and an inter-connection with the local utility power grid and/or for direct distribution.
SOLAR ENERGY CONVERSION FACILITY, ACCESSORY - A solar collection system consisting of one or more
roof and/or ground mounted solar collection devices and associated supporting equipment that is primarily
intended to reduce on-site consumption of utility power by generating electricity solely for the use and/or
benefit of the individual property owner upon whose property the device is situated. A system is
considered an “accessory” facility only if it supplies power strictly for on-site use, except that when a
property upon which the facility is situated also receives electrical power supplied by a utility company,
incidental excess power generated, and not immediately utilized for on-site use, may be provided to the
utility company in exchange for a credit.
Zoning Regulations:
(C) Solar energy conversion facilities, in commercial and employment campus zones.
(1) Solar energy conversion facilities shall be permitted in the C-1 and Employment Campus
Districts when roof mounted. No ground mounted systems shall be permitted in the C-1 or
Employment Campus Districts.
(2) Solar energy conversion facilities shall be permitted in the C-2 District when roof mounted.
Ground mounted systems are permitted by conditional use in the C-2 District.
(3) Solar energy conversion facilities shall be permitted by right in the C-3 District whether roof
mounted or ground mounted.
(4) Size limits:
(a) In the C-1 and Employment Campus Districts, the physical size of the system shall be
limited to the size of the roof.
(b) There shall be no size limit for systems in the C-2 and C-3 Districts.
(5) Setbacks:
(a) Setbacks shall be 400 feet from the boundaries of all adjoining residentially zoned
properties, and 200 feet from the boundary lines of adjoining nonresidential zoned
properties.
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(b) The Planning Commission may reduce required setback for any yard setback by up to
50% provided that supplemental landscaping, as may be determined by the Planning
Commission, is provided.
(6) Height limits: No portion of the system shall extend more than ten feet from the highest portion
of the principal structure to which it is attached. The total height of the building, including all
portions of the solar facility, shall comply with the height regulations as set forth in the bulk
requirements for the individual district in which the use is proposed. Ground mounted system may
not exceed a total height of 25 feet above existing grade.
(7) Miscellaneous provisions:
(a) Electrical connections:
1. Prior to interconnection with the local utility grid, a copy of the conditional
approval from the local utility must be provided prior to or at the time of permit
application,
2. All systems must meet all applicable construction and electrical codes.
3. All systems shall comply with all utility notification requirements.
4. A copy of the signed certificate of completion from the utility company shall be
provided prior to occupancy permit issuance.
5. When batteries are included, they must be placed in a secure container or
enclosure per manufacturer's specifications; screened from view.
(b) Appearance:
1. Color must remain as it was originally provided by the manufacturer, or match
the exterior of the principal structure.
2. No signs other than the manufacturer's, or installer's identification, appropriate
warning signs; and not more than two manufacturers' signs may be on the system.
3. Glare must be mitigated away from an adjoining property or adjacent road when
it creates a nuisance or hazard.
4. The system cannot unreasonably interfere with the view of, or from, a site of
significant public interest (scenic road, historic resources, etc.).
5. Ground mounted systems may not be affixed to a block wall or a fence.
6. Roof mounted systems shall be installed in such a manner that there is no
change in relief or projection.
(D) Solar energy conversion facilities, in industrial zones.
(1) Solar energy conversion facilities shall be permitted in the I-2 and I-1 Districts whether roof
mounted or ground mounted.
(2) Size limits:
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(a) When roof mounted, the physical size of the system shall be limited to the size of the
roof.
(b) There shall be no size limit for ground mounted systems.
(3) Setbacks:
(a) Setbacks shall be 200 feet from the boundaries of all adjoining residentially zoned
properties, and 100 feet from the boundary lines of adjoining nonresidentially zoned
properties.
(b) The Planning Commission may reduce required setback for any yard setback by up to
50% provided that supplemental landscaping, as may be determined by the Planning
Commission, is provided.
(4) Height limits: No portion of the system shall extend more than 25 feet from the highest portion
of the principal structure to which it is attached. The total height of the building, including all
portions of the solar facility, shall comply with the height regulations as set forth in the bulk
requirements for the individual district in which the use is proposed. Ground mounted system may
not exceed a total height of 25 feet above existing grade.
(5) Miscellaneous provisions:
(a) Electrical connections:
1. Prior to interconnection with the local utility grid, a copy of the conditional
approval from the local utility must be provided prior to or at the time of permit
application.
2. All systems must meet all applicable construction and electrical codes.
3. All systems shall comply with all utility notification requirements.
4. A copy of the signed certificate of completion from the utility company shall be
provided prior to occupancy permit issuance.
5. When batteries are included, they must be placed in a secure container or
enclosure per manufacturer's specifications; screened from view.
(b) Appearance:
1. Color must remain as it was originally provided by the manufacturer, or match
the exterior of the principal structure.
2. No signs other than the manufacturer's, or installer's identification, appropriate
warning signs; and not more than two manufacturers' signs may be on the system.
3. Ground mounted systems may not be affixed to a block wall or a fence.
4. Roof mounted systems shall be installed in such a manner that there is no
change in relief or projection.
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