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AGENDA
CITY OF WESTMINSTER
Mayor and Common Council Meeting
Monday, July 12, 2021 at 7 pm
City Hall, 1838 Emerald Hill Lane, Westminster, MD 21157
https://www.facebook.com/westminstermd/

1. CALL TO ORDER
2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
A) Mayor and Common Council Meeting of June 14, 2021
B) Closed Session of June 14, 2021
C) Special Mayor and Common Council Meeting of July 2, 2021
3. PRESENTATIONS
A) Mayoral Proclamation – To End the Public Health Emergency Resulting from the Coronavirus
(COVID-19) Pandemic – Mayor Becker
B) Wakefield Valley Park Master Plan – Peter Stone of Pennoni Associates, Inc.
4. CONSENT CALENDAR
A) Approval of May 2021 Departmental Operating Reports
B) Approval – Agreement between Carroll County and the City of Westminster for Repair and
Maintenance of Police Vehicles and Purchase of Fuel – Chief Ledwell
C) Approval – Public Works Agreement No. 1145, Stormwater Management Deed of Easement,
and Maintenance Agreement for CFT Plaza – Mr. Glass
D) Approval – Stormwater Management Deed of Easement and Maintenance Agreement for
Meadowbranch Industrial Park for Lots 2a, 7 and 8 – Mr. Glass
5. REPORT FROM THE MAYOR
6. REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES
A) Arts Council
B) Economic and Community Development Committee

C) Finance Committee
D) Personnel Committee
E) Public Safety Committee
F) Public Works Committee
G) Recreation and Parks Committee
H) Technology Committee
7. COUNCIL COMMENTS AND DISCUSSION
8. ORDINANCES & RESOLUTIONS
A) Adoption – Ordinance No. 936, An Ordinance Amending Chapter 7, “Boards and Commissions”,
to add Article IV, “Westminster Fiber Commission”, to Create an Advisory Body Generally
Charged with Matters Relating to the Westminster Fiber Network – Mayor Becker
B) Adoption – Emergency Ordinance No. 937 - An Ordinance Amending the Code of the City of
Westminster, Chapter 173, “Environmental Sustainability”, Article I, “Plastic Bags”, Section 1732, “Definitions”, To Clarity the Definition of Prohibited Single-Use Bags – Ms. Levan
9. UNFINISHED BUSINESS
10. NEW BUSINESS
A) Approval – Change Order No. 5 to the HRI, Inc. Contract for Wastewater Treatment Plant ENR
and Biosolids Upgrade Project – Mr. Glass
11. DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS
12. CITIZEN COMMENTS
Citizens can attend the Mayor and Common Council meeting or submit comments in advance to
Shannon Visocsky, City Clerk, at Comments@westgov.com. In order for comments to be submitted
as part of the record, please provide full name, address, and phone number. The Council President
will read submitted comments that include the required information during the meeting, and they will
be reflected in the meeting minutes.
13. ADJOURNMENT
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MINUTES
CITY OF WESTMINSTER
Mayor and Common Council Meeting
June 14, 2021 at 7 pm
Council Chambers of City Hall, 1838 Emerald Hill Lane, Westminster, MD
CALL TO ORDER
Elected Officials Present: Mayor Becker, Councilmember Chiavacci, Councilmember Dayhoff,
Councilmember Gilbert, Councilmember Hoff, and President Pecoraro.
Staff Present: Director of Finance Colston, Director of Technology Services Davidson, Director of
Community Planning and Development Depo, Interim City Administrator Deutsch, Director of Public
Works Glass, Director of Recreation and Parks Gruber, Chief of Police Ledwell, City Attorney Levan,
and City Clerk Visocsky.
Guest Present: Claire Dockman, Solar Development Associate of Alder Energy Systems, LLC; and,
Steven D. Powell, Vice President of Finance & Technology of Lutheran Social Ministries of Maryland.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
President Pecoraro requested a motion to approve the minutes of the Mayor and Common Council
Meeting of May 24, 2021.
Councilmember Gilbert moved, seconded by Councilmember Dayhoff, to approve the minutes of May
24, 2021.
VOTE
AYES: President Pecoraro, Councilmember Chiavacci, Councilmember Dayhoff, Councilmember
Gilbert, and Councilmember Hoff.
NAYS: None.
PRESENTATION
Mayoral Proclamation – July as Recreation and Parks Month
Mayor Becker presented to Ms. Gruber a Mayoral Proclamation proclaiming July as Recreation and
Parks month.
CONSENT CALENDAR
President Pecoraro requested a motion to approve the Consent Calendar that consisted of the Approval
of the Public Works Agreement No. 1144, Water and Sewer Connection at 43 Bennett Avenue.
Councilmember Chiavacci moved, seconded by Councilmember Dayhoff, to approve the Consent
Calendar.
VOTE
AYES: President Pecoraro, Councilmember Chiavacci, Councilmember Dayhoff, Councilmember
Gilbert, and Councilmember Hoff.
NAYS: None.
REPORT FROM THE MAYOR
Mayor Becker thanked City staff for their warm welcome and assistance after she was elected as the
City’s Mayor. She shared the positive feedback that she received from community members regarding
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police officers patrolling on bicycles. Mayor Becker then shared her support of community policing and
the bicycle patrol, noting that police visibility was great for the community.
Mayor Becker then reported that on June 9, 2021, she welcomed the Carroll County Chamber of
Commerce to 45 West Main Street, where it held its Executive Board Meeting. She noted that this was
the first organizational meeting held in the City’s new administrative offices and she encouraged more
outside organizations to utilize the City’s administrative building in the future.
Mayor Becker also reported that she was working with McDaniel College on the McDaniel Welcome
event, scheduled in August 2021. The College is expected to have approximately 400 freshmen
students on campus during the school year of 2021 – 2022.
Mayor Becker concluded her report, sharing that she, Councilmember Chiavacci, Councilmember
Dayhoff, and Councilmember Gilbert, attended the Carroll County Veterans Project ribbon cutting
ceremony earlier that day. She commented that although the organization is outside of City limits, it
would provide vital services to veterans in Westminster.
REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES
Councilmember Dayhoff, on behalf of the Arts Council, reported that the Mobiles and Stables event
began on June 14, 2021, and would continue until July 24, 2021. He also reminded everyone of the
eclectic exhibit featuring works from Carroll County Public School art teachers (June 28 – July 31); a
free public reception for the exhibit will be held on July 1.
Councilmember Hoff, on behalf of the Economic and Community Development Committee, reported
that its first meeting since the election would be scheduled soon.
Councilmember Pecoraro, on behalf of the Finance Committee, reported that he, Ms. Colston, and Mr.
Deutsch met with financial advisor Wye River to discuss how to properly utilize the funds that the City
would be receiving for the American Relief Plan. Following the Committee meeting, Wye River would
report back to share suggestions for the City.
Councilmember Gilbert, on behalf of the Personnel Committee, reported its first meeting since the
election would be held on June 23, 2021.
Councilmember Chiavacci, on behalf of the Public Safety Committee, reported that following recent
auto thefts, the Westminster Police Department (WPD) was able to identify and arrest an individual who
was previously charged for the same crime. He also reported that WPD was also able to identify a
suspect for graffiti in downtown. In addition, Chief Ledwell and Major Gibson were working on upcoming
community outreach events. Councilmember Chiavacci commented on WPD’s continued efforts in
connecting with the community; he shared his support of these initiatives.
Councilmember Chiavacci, on behalf of the Public Works Committee, reported that the branding of
PUREWater Westminster for the Water Re-use project was moving forward as the City proceeds with
its community outreach. He shared that there would be upcoming events and encouraged the City to
move forward with the project for resolving the water and sewer concerns.
Councilmember Dayhoff, on behalf of the Recreation and Parks Committee, reported that the
installation of the new playground equipment was completed at the Tahoma Park. He shared that the
Recreation and Parks Advisory Board would soon hold a ribbon cutting ceremony.
President Pecoraro said there was no report from the Technology Committee.
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COUNCIL COMMENTS AND DISCUSSION
Councilmember Dayhoff shared that he attended the recent Autonomous vehicle event held by MAGIC.
He also attended the ribbon cutting for the Carroll County Veterans Independence Project.
Councilmember Dayhoff then shared the positive feedback that he had received regarding WPD’s bike
patrol.
Councilmember Gilbert shared that she participated in the Memorial Day commemoration events. She
looked forward to the American Legion holding its Memorial Day parade in 2022. She then thanked the
vendors, Police Department, and Street Department for their efforts as part of the Art in the Park event.
Councilmember Gilbert then stated that she participated in an Eagle Scout Ceremony on June 12, 2021,
presenting Carter White with a recognition and providing well wishes for his future endeavors. She
concluded, stating that she also participated in the ribbon cutting ceremony for Carroll County Veterans
Independence Project.
Councilmember Chiavacci shared that he also attended the Carroll County Veterans Independence
Project ribbon cutting ceremony and that he and Councilmember Hoff recently took a tour of the building
at its location on Carroll Street. During the tour, the councilmembers met with Executive Director Jason
Sidock and discussed a potential partnership with the Veterans Independence Project by hanging
banners and signs for Veterans’ Day and Memorial Day. Councilmember Chiavacci stated the banners
and signs would be fundraising initiatives that are purchased and sold by the Carroll Veteran
Independence Project. He noted that the City would contribute by hanging the banners and signs. As
Chair of the Public Safety Committee, he would coordinate with Mr. Glass on this effort. President
Pecoraro shared his support, recommending that this be discussed during a Public Safety Committee
meeting, followed by a report to the Mayor and Common Council.
President Pecoraro shared that he read an article in the Carroll County Times that the Corbit’s Charge
event was interrupted this year due to the event coordinator being unable to sponsor it. Given the City’s
history with the Civil War and being part of bringing forward the Corbit’s Charge event, he suggested
the City do its part by supporting the event and helping to ensure its future.
BIDS
ERP Conversion to MUNIS Software
Ms. Colston informed the Mayor and Common Council that Tyler Technologies recently made Eden
customers aware that in the upcoming year it would no longer provide updates to the Eden software;
therefore, Eden would become obsolete, and eventually unusable. Ms. Colston stated that staff
received quotes from Tyler Technologies (MUNIS software), GovSense, Accufund, and Opengov.
Following review, staff found Tyler Technologies provided the most favorable option. Ms. Colston
recommended that the Mayor and Common Council approve Software Service Agreement with Tyler
Technologies for implementation of the MUNIS software program. The Service Agreement was
attached to the agenda packet.
Councilmember Dayhoff inquired if the MUNIS software was compatible with the City’s Beacon
software. Ms. Colston confirmed that the MUNIS software was compatible with the current software
utilized by the City. Councilmember Hoff then asked Ms. Colston if the recurring fee was included in
the FY 2022 budget. Ms. Colston replied that the expenses for the MUNIS software was included in
the FY 2022 budget. He then asked if the expense of the conversion costs were also included and
which funding source this would be expensed from. Ms. Colston replied that all costs related to the
conversion were included in the FY 2022 Budget and would come from the Capitol Projects Fund.
Councilmember Chiavacci commented that the software reoccurring fee was reasonable amount.
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Councilmember Hoff asked Ms. Colston if staff was pleased with the choice of the MUNIS software.
Ms. Colston then noted that she and staff had a demonstration with the software and was pleased with
it, as it met the needs of the City. President Pecoraro noted that conversion of the new software was
discussed during a Finance Committee meeting.
Councilmember Dayhoff moved, seconded by Councilmember Chiavacci, to approve the Service
Agreement with Tyler Technologies for the implementation of MUNIS software program.
VOTE
AYES: President Pecoraro, Councilmember Chiavacci, Councilmember Dayhoff, Councilmember
Gilbert, and Councilmember Hoff.
NAYS: None.
ORDINANCES & RESOLUTIONS
Ordinance No. 934
Mr. Depo stated that following a request from the owner of Westminster Self-Storage to place solar
panels on the rooftop of the existing structure located at 325 Woodward Road. The proposed solar
panel project was intended to be part of Maryland’s Community Solar Pilot Program and would generate
power for members of the community who choose to subscribe to BGE’s program.
Mr. Depo informed the Mayor and Common Council that “solar fields” or “solar panels” currently were
not a defined use and were not listed as an allowed use in the Zoning Ordinance. The ordinance was
permissive and prohibits uses that are not expressly listed as an allowed principal permitted or special
exception use; however, it did allow use that was not listed to be allowed as an accessory use. If such
accessory use was found to be a customarily incidental and subordinate to the principal us of the main
building or lot.
The City allowed solar panels as an accessory use if the power generated was provided only to the
property on which the solar panels were located. Additionally, information was provided in the agenda
packet.
Mr. Depo then provided the following timeline, regarding Ordinance No. 934:
•

March 10, 2021 – Economic Development Committee directed staff to bring forward a draft text
amendment to the Common Council, allowing rooftop solar panels as permitted use or special
exception use in the I-R zoning district and other applicable zoning districts.

•

April 12, 2021 – The Common Council introduced Ordinance No. 934 and referred it to the
Planning and Zoning Commission for its review and recommendation.

•

May 13, 2021 – The Commission held a Public Hearing regarding Ordinance No. 934, and
forward a recommendation to the Common Council to approve the amended ordinance as
provided in the agenda packet

Mr. Depo recommended the Mayor and Common Council approve the adoption of Ordinance No. 934,
as amended, and recommended by the Planning and Zoning Commission.
Members of the Common Council asked Mr. Depo the procedure when a solar business goes out of
business. Mr. Depo replied that the business was required to remove the solar panels. Common
Council then discussed requiring bonding a solar panel project. Following further discussion, the
Common Council concluded that bonding was not necessary as it was for smaller solar panels as this
could be addressed administratively. Mr. Depo stated that he would review other jurisdictions to
compare to the City’s administrative process as it moves forward.

6

President Pecoraro requested a motion to adopt Ordinance No. 934, amending Chapter 164, “Zoning
and Subdivision of Land”, of the Westminster City Code, Article I, “General Provisions”; Article VIII, “BBusiness Zone”; Article X, “I-R Restricted Industrial Zone”; Article XI, “I-G General Industrial Zone”;
Article XII, “P-I Planned Industrial Zone”; Article XVIII, “Regulations Applicable in all Districts”; and
Article XX, “Special Provisions”, to allow a new solar collector and facility use as a permitted use or
special exception use.
Councilmember Chiavacci moved, seconded by Councilmember Hoff, to approve Ordinance No. 934,
as presented.
VOTE
AYES: President Pecoraro, Councilmember Chiavacci, Councilmember Dayhoff, Councilmember
Gilbert, and Councilmember Hoff.
NAYS: None.
Ordinance No. 935
Ms. Colston stated the City’s new fiscal year would commence on July 1, 2021. Ordinance 935, an
ordinance to approve and adopt the FY 2022 Budget, was adopted on May 10, 2021. During a
subsequent review of the adopted ordinance it was discovered that an old version of the ordinance was
inadvertently used instead of the correct one. As a result, the adopted ordinance needed revised. The
net change to the general fund was an increase of $1. Ms. Colston recommended that the Mayor and
Common Council adopt the amended budget ordinance No. 935.
President Pecoraro requested a motion to adopt the amended Ordinance No. 935, of The Mayor and
Common Council of Westminster, Maryland, approving and adopting a budget for the Fiscal Year
beginning July 1, 2021 and ending June 30, 2022.
Councilmember Chiavacci moved, seconded by Councilmember Dayhoff, to adopt the amended
Ordinance No. 935.
VOTE
AYES: President Pecoraro, Councilmember Chiavacci, Councilmember Dayhoff, Councilmember
Gilbert, and Councilmember Hoff.
NAYS: None.
Ordinance No. 936
Mayor Becker stated that the purpose of Ordinance No. 936 was to create a Fiber Commission that
would advise the Mayor and Common Council with regard to expansion, operation, and maintenance
of the Westminster Fiber Network. She added that the Commission would also address the short term,
median term, and long term goals of the fiber project. Beginning with the short term, the next step is to
connect households who are outside of the City limits but were connected to the City’s water and sewer
services. The median goal would be for the City would partner with the Carroll County Government,
connecting with its current broadband fiber connection, and outsourcing through the County. Finally,
the long term goal would be to potentially create a regional fiber network.
The Commission would also assist the Mayor and Common Council with the development of a fiber
policy, and outreach to public and private entities necessary or useful to the implementation of such
policy. The new Commission would consist of seven members, including a councilmember, and that
the members would serve a three-year term, without compensation. It was recommended that the
Common Council introduce Ordinance No. 936.
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Councilmember Chiavacci added that as the Mayor and Common Council currently rely on the expertise
of staff, the Commission would provide the same, advising the elected officials its recommendations
and providing direction of the next step of the fiber network project. Therefore, the Commission would
be an advisory commission and not having voting authority.
Councilmember Hoff stated that with the various opportunities for funding, the Commission could
explore the types of funding that would help accomplish the City’s goals related to expanding the fiber
network. He agreed with Councilmember Chiavacci, and stressed the importance of having commission
members who shared their expertise in fiber. In conclusion, Councilmember Hoff supported the
proposed ordinance to create a Westminster Fiber Commission.
President Pecoraro requested a motion to introduce Ordinance No. 936, an Ordinance amending
Chapter 7, “Boards and Commissions”, to add Article IV, “Westminster Fiber Commission”, to create an
Advisory Body generally charged with matters relating to the Westminster Fiber Network.
Councilmember Dayhoff moved, seconded by Councilmember Gilbert, to introduce Ordinance No. 936.
VOTE
AYES: President Pecoraro, Councilmember Chiavacci, Councilmember Dayhoff, Councilmember
Gilbert, and Councilmember Hoff.
NAYS: None.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
None.
NEW BUSINESS
Vaccination Incentive Program
Ms. Colston stated that during the Mayor and Common Council meeting on May 24, 2021, Mayor Becker
suggested providing an incentive payment to employees who have received or would be receiving the
COVID-19 vaccination. She informed the Common Council that the vaccination incentive of $100 would
be available to all full-time City employees.
In order to receive the incentive, an employee must show their completed vaccination card to the Human
Resources Department and sign a pledge to receive the booster when available in order to receive the
incentive. Ms. Colston noted that the funds for the vaccination incentive would come from a contingency
account in the Legislative & Executive Department 2021 Budget.
Ms. Colston recommended that the reserved funds from the FY 2021 Budget contingency account in
the Legislative & Executive Department to be used for a vaccine incentive in the upcoming budget year.
Mayor Becker recommended that the part-time employees also be included in the vaccination incentive
program. She added that the purpose of the vaccination incentive program was for the safety of the
staff and community members.
Councilmember Chiavacci recommended establishing a deadline to receive the incentive. Mayor
Becker suggested September 30, 2021.
President Pecoraro encouraged the department heads and supervisors to support their staff in getting
the vaccine and working with them on scheduling their vaccine.
Councilmember Hoff moved, seconded by Councilmember Gilbert, to approve the Vaccination Incentive
Program to full-time and part-time employees, in the amount of $100.
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VOTE
AYES: President Pecoraro, Councilmember Chiavacci, Councilmember Dayhoff, Councilmember
Gilbert, and Councilmember Hoff.
NAYS: None.
Warner Construction, Change Order No. 25
Mr. Glass informed the Mayor and Common Council that Change Order No. 25 to the contract with
Warner Construction comprised of three work items and an electricity use credit.
•

Approved Change Order No. 24 which was not forwarded to Finance for payment. The work
was for testing and repair of the existing line sets of a scheduled-to-remain piece of HVAC
equipment. Also included was cost for rock excavation for the flagpole foundations. Total cost
was $5,662.33.

•

Additional (9 total) tactile ADA signage was required by County inspection. Total additional cost
of $1,304.31.

•

Landscape repair cost of $617.98 to repair/replace damaged work and plant material caused by
a vehicle running over the curb and landscape bed, which is being investigated for
reimbursement.

•

Electrical usage credit. The contractor was responsible for the electrical consumption during
construction. The deduct amount of ($9,839.93) represents usage through the date of
substantial completion.

Additional information was included in the agenda packet. Mr. Glass stated that the result of Change
Order No. 25 was an overall credit of ($1,843.58) due to the cancelling nature of the contract additions
and single credit. He then recommended that the Common Council approve Change Order No. 25 in
the credit amount of ($1,843.58) and authorize its execution by the Mayor.
Common Council shared concerns of the lettering for the former BB&T Bank still being visible on the
outside of the building. Being that this was now the City office building, Common Council asked if this
would be addressed prior to Warner Construction wrapping up the renovation project. Mr. Glass replied
that a previous change order was for the building to be detergent and power washed, removing spots
such as that. The power wash was completed, but the City was unsatisfied with the result; therefore, it
was on the punch list of items left to be completed.
Councilmember Chiavacci moved, seconded by Councilmember Hoff, to approve Change Order No.
25.
VOTE
AYES: President Pecoraro, Councilmember Chiavacci, Councilmember Dayhoff, Councilmember
Gilbert, and Councilmember Hoff.
NAYS: None.
Closed Session
Councilmember Chiavacci motioned to go into a Closed Session, following the Regular meeting,
regarding the following:
•

To discuss the appointment, employment, assignment, promotion, discipline, demotion,
compensation, removal, resignation, or performance evaluation of appointees, employees, or
officials over whom this public body has jurisdiction; or any other personnel matter that affects
one or more specific individuals;
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•

To consult with counsel to obtain legal advice on a legal matter; and,

•

To consult with staff, consultants, or other individuals about pending or potential litigation.

Councilmember Hoff seconded the motion.
VOTE
AYES: President Pecoraro, Councilmember Chiavacci, Councilmember Dayhoff, Councilmember
Gilbert, and Councilmember Hoff.
NAYS: None.
DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS
President Pecoraro welcome Interim City Administrator David Deutsch to the Mayor and Common
Council meeting.
Technology Services Department
Mr. Davidson reported that the installation of the Downtown Security Camera Project had begun, and
training took place on June 14, 2021. He noted that the one of suspects responsible for the graffiti in
Downtown was captured on one of the cameras.
Community Planning & Development Department
Mr. Depo informed the Mayor and Common Council that the Historic District Commission and the Board
of Zoning Appeals would not meet during the month of June. He then reported that the Planning and
Zoning Commission met on June 10, 2021, to review the request by Stonegate for additional building
permits for eight single-family dwellings. Mr. Depo noted that Stonegate was expected to request
additional building permits in the future, for which water was already allocated.
Mr. Depo concluded his report, sharing that the City was awarded $61,000 for the Maryland Strong
Economic Recovery Initiative for Main Street. Staff would coordinate with the Finance Department to
distributing the funds to 26 businesses, awarding each business $2,500. Councilmember Chiavacci
requested a list of those businesses. Mr. Depo replied that a list would be distributed to the Mayor and
Common Council.
Westminster Police Department (WPD)
Chief Ledwell reported that a suspect was recently charged and arrested for auto thefts in the areas of
Stonegate, Fenby Farm, Webster Street, and Meadow Branch Road. He then reported that on June
14, 2021, WPD was planning a Community Cook-Out at the Charles Street Tot Lot to celebrate the end
of the school year.
On June 7, 2021, Chief Ledwell and Captain Heuer attended a Maryland Chiefs of Police Association
training session regarding recent Maryland legislation that will affect local police departments. He noted
that because WPD was proactive, it would require few policy changes and some additional training.
Chief Ledwell informed the Mayor and Common Council that the Law Enforcement Bill of Rights was a
section of the Maryland law that outlined the due process for the Maryland police officers, being
investigated for a complaint. The Bill of Rights was repealed in the legislative session, being replaced
by the County level Accountability Board, and a County appointed Charging Committee who would
make decisions regarding municipal police officers. During the session, Chief Ledwell suggested that
the City’s elected officials be involved in the appointment process, as the elected body determines the
fate of City employees.
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Chief Ledwell concluded his report, sharing that through grant funding by the Governor’s office, WPD
purchased e-bikes from Race Pace Bicycle for crime control and prevention.
Recreation & Parks Department
Ms. Gruber reported the following:
•

June 8, 2021 – The bid request was posted for the renovation of the Westminster Municipal
Pool;

•

June 17, 2021 – Municipal pool would begin operating seven days a week;

•

June 19, 2021 – Annual Beer and BBQ Stroll would be held;

•

June 21, 2021 – 10 weeks of Summer Camp would begin;

•

July 2021 – Recreation and Parks Month; and,

•

July 12, 2021 – Grand opening of Tahoma Farm Park, held in conjunction with the Recreation
and Parks Advisory Board.

Public Works Department
Mr. Glass reported that the Annual Paving, ADA Curb Replacement, and the Parking Garage
Rehabilitation projects were complete. He then reported that the Diffendal Lot retaining wall project
was underway, but there was delay due to not being able to receive the pre-cast concrete; therefore,
the end of June deadline may not be met.
Mr. Glass stated that the Inflow and Infiltration project was going well, but the Water Re-use project was
delayed due to awaiting the order of ultraviolet radiation lights. He shared that the Community Media
Center would be onsite for videography of the project, which would be posted to the City’s website.
City Administrator
Mr. Deutsch informed the Mayor and Common Council that a notice of the plastic bag ban, beginning
July 1, 2021, was sent to all corporate businesses within the City limits over the past two weeks. At this
time, the City had not received any feedback from the notices. He noted that the plastic bag ordinance
excluded small businesses. Councilmember Dayhoff commented that he had heard positive feedback
from business owners, and that many of the small businesses were already providing paper bags.
CITIZEN COMMENTS
President Pecoraro read a citizen comment that was submitted by John Dency, 140 WTTR Lane. Mr.
Dency shared the value of the Mayor and Common Council meetings being live streamed during the
COVID-19 pandemic and asked if this would continue. President Pecoraro replied that the Mayor and
Common Council meetings would continue to be live streamed.
Owner of Race Pace Bicycles, Alex Obriecht, 1 Railroad Avenue, shared his enjoyment of seeing the
police officers of WPD, riding their bicycles when patrolling. He thanked WPD for purchasing their
bicycles from Race Pace. Mr. Obriecht then shared his support in the plastic bag ban, noting that he
had not used plastic bags for more than 20 years. He concluded, thanking the Mayor and Common
Council for approving the solar panels.
Kevin Wagman, 153 East Greet Street, welcomed and congratulated Mayor Becker and
Councilmember Hoff on serving the City. He also congratulated Councilmember Chiavacci on his re-
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election to the City. Mr. Wagman thanked former Mayor Dominick and former Councilmember Yingling
for their four years of service to the City.
Mr. Wagman asked Mr. Glass if the ADA ramp project was completed as he noticed there were not
lines painted on the ramps located on Court Street. Mr. Glass replied that the sidewalks were completed,
but that the painted lines would come next, as the project was divided. Mr. Wagman expressed his
thanks to have a City who provides maintenance such as the ADA curb ramps.
ADJOURNMENT
Prior to adjournment, President Pecoraro reminded everyone that the Mayor and Common Council
meeting on June 28, 2021, was canceled due to the Maryland Municipal League Conference.
President Pecoraro adjourned the meeting at 8:31 pm.
Respectfully Submitted,
Shannon Visocsky, City Clerk
Full audio version is available on www.westminstermd.gov
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MINUTES
CITY OF WESTMINSTER
Special Mayor and Common Council Meeting
July 2, 2021 at 9 am
https://www.facebook.com/westminstermd/

CALL TO ORDER
Elected Officials Present: Mayor Becker, Councilmember Chiavacci, Councilmember Dayhoff,
Councilmember Gilbert, and President Pecoraro.
Staff Present: Interim City Administrator Deutsch, and City Clerk Visocsky.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
None.
NEW BUSINESS
Employment the City Administrator
Mayor Becker recommended the approval of appointing Sara Imhulse as the new City Administrator.
She stated that Ms. Imhulse would begin her employment on September 7, 2021.
President Pecoraro commented on the extensive process in the search for a new City Administrator,
which began prior to former Mayor Joe Dominick leaving office. Mr. Deutsch informed the Mayor
and Common Council that a press release was distributed to the Department Heads and would be
sent to the local media following approval.
President Pecoraro stated that Councilmember Hoff submitted a Common Council Absentee Voting
Certificate, requesting that a vote of aye be included, for the employment for the new City
Administrator.
Councilmember Gilbert moved, seconded by Councilmember Chiavacci, to approve the appointment
of Sara Imhulse as the City Administrator.
VOTE
AYES: President Pecoraro, Councilmember Chiavacci, Councilmember Dayhoff, Councilmember
Gilbert, and Councilmember Hoff.
NAYS: None.
President Pecoraro requested a motion to approve the employment agreement between the City and
Ms. Imhulse.
Councilmember Chiavacci moved, seconded by Councilmember Dayhoff, to approve the
Employment Agreement between the City and Sara Imhulse.
VOTE
AYES: President Pecoraro, Councilmember
Councilmember Gilbert, and Councilmember Hoff.
NAYS: None.
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Chiavacci,

Councilmember

Dayhoff,

and

ADJOURNMENT
President Pecoraro adjourned the meeting at 9:05 am.
Respectfully Submitted,
Shannon Visocsky, City Clerk
Full audio version is available on www.westminstermd.gov
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To End the Public Health Emergency Resulting from
the Coronavirus (COVID-19) Pandemic
WHEREAS, on March 14, 2020, Mayor Joe Dominick issued a proclamation declaring a public
health emergency in the City prompted by the ongoing threat of widespread
infection by the virus known as COVID-19; and,
WHEREAS, certain services and functions of City government were closed or changed to
prevent widespread infection by the virus known as COVID-19; and,
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Common Council continued to abide by the recommendations of the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) throughout the COVID-19
pandemic;and,
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Common Council continued to abide by State-mandated
measures throughout the COVID-19 pandemic; and,
WHEREAS, Governor Hogan of the State of Maryland has ended the State of Emergency for the
COVID-19 pandemic; and,
WHEREAS, the CDC has issued guidance for return to work, travel and many other operations.
NOW, THEREFORE, I, Dr. Mona Becker, Mayor of the City of Westminster, in conjunction with
the Common Council, do hereby end the Public Health Emergency known as the COVID-19
Pandemic and return all government services and functions back to normal operating procedures
unless CDC guidelines advise otherwise.
Adopted this ____
12th day of ____________.
July

_________________________________
Dr. Mona Becker, Mayor
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To:

Mayor and Common Council

From: Abby Gruber, Director of Recreation & Parks
Date:

July 6, 2021

Re:

Master Plan Final Report – Wakefield Valley Park

Background
On September 14, 2020, the Mayor and Common Council awarded a contract to Pennoni Associates, Inc. to assist
with the development of a master plan for Wakefield Valley Park. The master plan will provide a foundation for
the future phased development of the property, so that it can serve as a cornerstone of the City’s park system.
It is also intended to lay the groundwork for City grant applications and capital funding requests to finance future
park development and improvements. On June 18, a draft of the final report was provided by email for review,
feedback, and consideration. To conclude the master planning process, Pennoni Associates, Inc. will be
conducting a final presentation at the July 12, 2021, meeting of the Mayor and Common Council.
Input and Plan Development Process
The scope of work performed by Pennoni Associates included gathering input from a variety of sources.
Considerable emphasis was placed on obtaining widespread community feedback.
The initial step in the information gathering process was a kickoff meeting with City staff, which was held on
October 22, 2020. The City Administrator and representatives from the Recreation and Parks Department and
Public Works Department participated in the kickoff meeting. During this meeting, relevant site information was
exchanged, and a project timeline/schedule was developed.
A special meeting of the Mayor and Common Council on November 10, 2020, provided the elected body with
the opportunity to share its thoughts about the future use of Wakefield Valley Park, prior to Pennoni Associates
undertaking the community outreach portion of its work.
To follow a series of public meetings were held both virtually and in-person to engage the community in the
planning process. The first meeting held on December 16, 2020, was intended to offer both a virtual and inperson experience however the in—person component was cancelled due to winter weather. The remaining
two meetings were held virtually and in-person at the Carroll Arts Center on January 27, 2021, and March 2,
2021. On February 8, 2021, an email was sent containing the summarized public input received from the
December 16, 2020, and January 27, 2021, meetings. The input received at the March 2, 2021; meeting was
prompted by the following questions:
1. Tell us about your top 5 priorities for trail development and natural area designations.
2. Rank by order of importance the proposed access and infrastructure projects contemplated on the final
version of the master plan.
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3. Review the list of proposed recreational opportunities and facilities and rank in priority order, 1 being
the most important and 5 being the least important.
The responses received from this meeting were incorporated directly into the final version of the master that
will be presented on July 12, 2021. For your convenience, a summary of the public input received from the
December, January and March meetings can be found attached to this memo.
Recommendation
Staff recommends that the Mayor and Common Council accept the recommendations outlined in Pennoni
Associates final report as a guide for future initiatives at Wakefield Valley Park.
Attachment
• Public Input-Wakefield Valley Meeting #1, #2, #3
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WAKEFIELD
VALLEY MASTER
PLAN
COMMUNITY
INPUT MEETING
#1
12/16/2020
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padlet.com/westminsterrec/IdeaPhotoboard

Idea Photoboard - Leave A Comment
Add a comment below to let us know what you do when you come to Wake eld Valley Park and why you come to Wake eld Valley Park.
Comments will be monitored by our Padlet Moderator.
WESTMINSTERREC DEC 14, 2020 06:20PM

ANONYMOUS DEC 17, 2020 04:59PM

I agree with Josh Ambrose and Tom Riddle re: public education. Overall, please keep this

An indoor pool!!

as undeveloped as possible. Maintain existing trails and add connector trails (or simply

ANONYMOUS DEC 17, 2020 04:58PM

remove gates on Tahoma Farm Rd). I've lived in Furnace Hills since I was 6 yrs old and
this is the best improvement to the area in 30 years. Great for running, walking biking
and simply enjoying nature. Please (mostly) just let it be.

We need more sports elds for our children to play at
JEFF SHARP DEC 17, 2020 12:50AM
ANONYMOUS DEC 17, 2020 04:59PM

Baseball elds!

E6WA7ZMXEN DEC 17, 2020 04:58PM

South Entrance need

Ideas
Keep walking, biking, cross country skiing trails. Add a disc golf course. Westminster
could use another 90 foot baseball diamond (currently, Landon Burns is the only one).
Place near parking lot so as to not disturb the serenity of park as it is. A better Tahoma
farms entrance foot path..the rogue one currently in use shouldn't be the only one.
Improved shing piers...people are always shing here.

As a resident of the south end of Wake eld Valley with no direct access to the park I
would appreciate an access path. I enjoy the quiet and worry soccer and baseball elds
will take away from the natural beauty the trails. A restroom would be helpful. The old
club house would be a nice community rental space and nature center.

Q2MJXRD6YM DEC 17, 2020 12:20AM

I use Wakeﬁeld Valley for...
ANONYMOUS DEC 17, 2020 12:50AM

Walking the trails, enjoying open spaces, and fresh air.

Anna Kulow
It's really important to keep these wild spaces to maintain bird and pollinator
populations. Improvements should focus on bene tting wildlife in addition to the
community.

ANONYMOUS DEC 17, 2020 12:56AM

Anna Kulow

ANONYMOUS DEC 17, 2020 12:07AM

Tom Riddle
I agree with the residents who are encouraging the use of this space for partnerships
with our local public and private schools. The city should use this park as a way to
encourage environmental education. Hashawha is well loved by our community because
it is open and accessible. Areas to learn about our local environment and local history
19 are what this park needs the most.

ANONYMOUS DEC 17, 2020 01:00AM

A big thanks to everyone who has tuned-in to the presentation. If anyone has any

Lighting

further questions or observations never hesitate to text me at 410-259-6403 or email
me at kdayhoff@westgov.com If you text me, please include your name and how late I
can text you – or call you back. If you use the trails and see a maintenance issue – please

One thing I always think when I visit Wake eld Valley with my family for a bike ride or
picnic is that it could really use some street lamps on the trails. Some lighting would
improve visibility and thus increase safety. I would love to go there for an early morning
bike ride with my son but if we can't see where we're going that's a problem. My

text me – I run and walk the park a good bit – but the maintenance crews and I cannot
be everywhere all the time and having some additional eyes on the park is a great help.

husband is a runner and would welcome lighting so he doesn't trip.
BZEBERLEIN DEC 17, 2020 12:49AM

ANONYMOUS DEC 17, 2020 04:59PM

Bathrooms

Josh Ambrose

Brandi Zeberlein

Westminster needs a dog park. ;)

I think its important to add public restrooms. I tend to spend many hours at local parks
and a restroom is a must.

ANONYMOUS DEC 17, 2020 12:48AM

KEvin Dayhoff

ANONYMOUS DEC 17, 2020 12:49AM

Hugh Rheingold
This is a beautiful natural space. We love to go on walks and see the birds, deer, ora
and fauna. It is so quiet, peaceful. I think we need to keep the noise and the traf c to a
minimum. This means we need to be careful about the number of playing elds, where

ANONYMOUS DEC 17, 2020 12:56AM

Suggestion
When

those elds are vis-à-vis residences, and where we locate the points of access. We also
must respect the environmental features of the property, in particular the ood plains

I go to

and wetlands. Whatever is done we need to support and enhance these natural features
as well as the wildlife that use this space.

ANONYMOUS DEC 17, 2020 12:48AM

KEVIN DAYHOFF
ANONYMOUS DEC 17, 2020 01:00AM

Keep the natural beauty and quiet
ANONYMOUS DEC 17, 2020 12:39AM

Josh Ambrose

ANONYMOUS DEC 17, 2020 12:49AM

I would advocate strongly for any development (athletics, buildings, etc) to be focused
around the existing clubhouse and historic house, and then keeping the other spaces
"wild." AKA, trees, elds, paths, etc....not more buildings or sprawling athletic elds.

Kevin Dayhoff
ANONYMOUS DEC 17, 2020 12:49AM

ANONYMOUS DEC 17, 2020 12:49AM

Missing

COUNCILMAN KEVIN DAYHOFF

pavilion for larger groups with running water, a bathroom, refrigerator, counter space
for food preparation.

KEVINDAYHOFF DEC 17, 2020 12:49AM

Kevin Dayhoff:
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mini pavilion throughout the park for a couple or family to picnic together
shing pier, Frisbee golf

a small place for a concert, magic show, a movie under the stars...

Family friendly activities, lawns for picnics and maybe small city activities. Art in the
Park like?

ANONYMOUS DEC 16, 2020 11:52PM

ANONYMOUS DEC 17, 2020 12:49AM

I wall the trails and can walk to the Tahoma Farm entrance.
Let’s keep the walking trails and natural beauty. I have also
ﬁshed in the ponds for relaxation- catch and release. Please
do not create additional noise or congestion within this
beautiful, natural site.

Josh Ambrose
Missing: indoor gathering spaces that are run proactively. EG, special events, weddings,
etc. We need a hip alternative to Martins. ;)

ANONYMOUS DEC 17, 2020 12:56AM

Story walk
ANONYMOUS DEC 17, 2020 12:48AM

Councilman Kevin Dayhoff

Create a story walk on each of the trails. Encourage everyone to nish the trail to nish
the story. Change every month

ANONYMOUS DEC 17, 2020 12:56AM

missing
STEM center or a a place for anyone to come and learn about science, nature,
environment, etc...
interactive

ANONYMOUS DEC 17, 2020 04:58PM

Josh Ambrose
I agree with Mona--we need more wild spaces, in addition to Hashawa. What I love
about the space now are the trees and elds...I'm not looking for another manicured city
park. Would love to see this be an area where schools could run env experiments, or just
encounters with nature.

ANONYMOUS DEC 17, 2020 12:50AM

I go to parks to
walk, exercise, run, photography, walk my dog, sh, relax and watch nature
ANONYMOUS DEC 17, 2020 12:49AM
ANONYMOUS DEC 18, 2020 06:20PM

Mona Becker

Councilman Kevin Dayhoff

21 ANONYMOUS

DEC 17, 2020 12:50AM

Josh Ambrose

We go to parks as a family.

Missing: frisbee golf and other nontraditional outdoor activities.
ANONYMOUS DEC 17, 2020 12:49AM

Mona Becker

ANONYMOUS DEC 17, 2020 12:49AM

Josh Ambrose

An interpretive environmental/nature trail about the wildlife in the park and region. We
don’t have anything like that in the city. This park is close to schools and other groups
that would access the walk. Complete with information about pollinators and native
species. Maybe a small arboretum type setting of native plants? Mona

We go to parks to exercise (bike, walk, etc)

ANONYMOUS DEC 17, 2020 12:02AM

Josh Ambrose
※※※※※※
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padlet.com/westminsterrec/AerialMap

Virtual Planning Map-Place a Pin or Pins
Pin places on the interactive map below by dragging and dropping pins at locations that you: enjoy, engage in speci c activities, would like to see
enhanced with park amenities (think benches, restrooms, shing pier, playgrounds, pavilions, outdoor exercise stations, etc.) Once you place a
pin, select the GPS coordinates at the very bottom of the location list and then you can add text. ***If you do not have a padlet account please
type in your First and Last Name for the public record. If you are seeing a World Map, please type Former Wake eld Valley Golf and Conference
Center, Fenby Farm Road, Westminster, MD USA
WESTMINSTERREC DEC 14, 2020 05:23PM

ANONYMOUS DEC 18, 2020 04:22PM

ANONYMOUS DEC 18, 2020 03:54AM

Wakeﬁeld Valley, Westminster, MD, USA

Former Wakeﬁeld Valley Golf and Conference Center, Fenby Farm Road, Westminster, MD,
USA

Wakeﬁeld Valley, Westminster, MD, USA

Former Wakeﬁeld Valley Golf and Conference Center, Fenby
Farm Road, Westminster, MD, USA

ANONYMOUS DEC 18, 2020 01:23PM

Former Wakeﬁeld Valley Golf and Conference Center, Fenby Farm Road, Westminster, MD,
USA

Former Wakeﬁeld Valley Golf and Conference Center, Fenby
Farm Road, Westminster, MD, USA
Suggestions:
1. Widen existing trails and create bike lanes apart from walking/running lanes.
2. Resurface trails and eliminate grass gaps between paved areas. This is particularly
important so that emergency vehicles can quickly access any place where a health
emergency might occur.
3. Renovate/Replace exist large clubhouse as an event/conference center.
4. Provide a place for commercial venues in the restored clubhouse such as a food court
and seating. Rental revenue can help nance park operations.
5. Enhance the old building as a historic destination/education center like the Farm
Museum.

ANONYMOUS DEC 18, 2020 03:47AM

Former Wakeﬁeld Valley Golf and Conference Center, Fenby Farm Road, Westminster, MD,
USA

Former Wakeﬁeld Valley Golf and Conference Center, Fenby
Farm Road, Westminster, MD, USA
ANONYMOUS DEC 18, 2020 03:47AM

Former Wakeﬁeld Valley Golf and Conference Center, Fenby Farm Road, Westminster, MD,
USA

Former Wakeﬁeld Valley Golf and Conference Center, Fenby
Farm Road, Westminster, MD, USA
ANONYMOUS DEC 18, 2020 01:01AM

ANONYMOUS DEC 18, 2020 03:55AM

Former Wakeﬁeld Valley Golf and Conference Center, Fenby Farm Road, Westminster, MD,
USA

Former Wakeﬁeld Valley Golf and Conference Center, Fenby
23
Farm Road, Westminster, MD, USA

Former Wakeﬁeld Valley Golf and Conference Center, Fenby Farm Road, Westminster, MD,
USA

Former Wakeﬁeld Valley Golf and Conference Center, Fenby
Farm Road, Westminster, MD, USA

ANONYMOUS DEC 18, 2020 12:41AM

187 Bell Rd, Westminster, MD 21158, USA

187 Bell Rd, Westminster, MD 21158, USA
I walk and jog these trails. I would like to see some of the trail, especially the ones
closest to Bell Road include horseback riding. I will email suggestion to
wake eldcomments. Ivy

ANONYMOUS DEC 17, 2020 03:05AM

Former Wakeﬁeld Valley Golf and Conference Center, Fenby Farm Road, Westminster, MD,
USA

Former Wakeﬁeld Valley Golf and Conference Center, Fenby
Farm Road, Westminster, MD, USA
BZEBERLEIN DEC 17, 2020 12:53AM

(39.56882778606824, -77.03510259803981)

(39.56882778606824, -77.03510259803981)
Brandi Zeberlein,

ATEL_AIR.pdf

I want to keep as much bike trails and walking trails as we can.

PDF document
PADLET DRIVE

ANONYMOUS DEC 17, 2020 12:59AM

(39.576201893308244, -77.03072508543701)

(39.576201893308244, -77.03072508543701)

ANONYMOUS DEC 17, 2020 12:44AM

Tahoma Farm Rd, Westminster, MD 21158, USA

Matt: Abby + Heather, please let me know if I need to re-submit my concept/proposal
for the inclusion of something like this (attached picture), located roughly here. Thanks
so much.

Tahoma Farm Rd, Westminster, MD 21158, USA
Agree with Jeff. Current access from Tahoma Farm Rd is messy and awkward (and
hidden) - Anna Kulow

ANONYMOUS DEC 17, 2020 12:42AM

Westminster, MD, USA

Westminster, MD, USA
I agree with the baseball eld suggestion. That and/or a soccer eld would be
wonderful and very much needed in Westminster. I also would love to keep as much
green space as possible and the trails, but there is de nitely room for both :) Thanks so
much.
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ANONYMOUS DEC 17, 2020 12:08AM

ANONYMOUS DEC 16, 2020 11:52PM

Former Wakeﬁeld Valley Golf and Conference Center, Fenby Farm Road, Westminster, MD,
USA

Wakeﬁeld Valley Community Trail, Westminster, MD, USA

Former Wakeﬁeld Valley Golf and Conference Center, Fenby
Farm Road, Westminster, MD, USA

Wakeﬁeld Valley Community Trail, Westminster, MD, USA
ANONYMOUS DEC 16, 2020 11:50PM

Wakeﬁeld Valley, Westminster, MD, USA
JEFF SHARP DEC 17, 2020 12:05AM

(39.57027505349868, -77.02727436913743)

Wakeﬁeld Valley, Westminster, MD, USA

(39.57027505349868, -77.02727436913743)
Enhanced shing pier too...I see people shing here all of the time.

ANONYMOUS DEC 16, 2020 11:47PM

(39.5694551487758, -77.02943281730347)

(39.5694551487758, -77.02943281730347)
JIM BEIRNE DEC 17, 2020 12:02AM

(39.57091470751844, -77.02708881222668)

(39.57091470751844, -77.02708881222668)
Jim. expand ponds and creeks

ANONYMOUS DEC 16, 2020 11:57PM

Former Wakeﬁeld Valley Golf and Conference Center, Fenby Farm Road, Westminster, MD,
USA

Former Wakeﬁeld Valley Golf and Conference Center, Fenby
Farm Road, Westminster, MD, USA

Tom- This area has had some reforestation to protect the stream. However, many
invasive plants are also taking over the area and killing many of the native tress and
shrubbery. I would encourage any master plan to rst consider how we can adequately
maintain the natural areas, before we add more development, like ball elds.

ANONYMOUS DEC 16, 2020 11:44PM

Former Wakeﬁeld Valley Golf and Conference Center, Fenby Farm Road, Westminster, MD,
USA

Former Wakeﬁeld Valley Golf and Conference Center, Fenby
Farm Road, Westminster, MD, USA
I would love to see some bee hives placed in all the lovely open spaces!

JEFF SHARP DEC 16, 2020 11:57PM

(39.57104073656998, -77.02579612949509)

(39.57104073656998, -77.02579612949509)
A foot path from Tahoma Farms would be nice...the rogue entrance currently in use
shouldn't be the only way to get in besides the parking lot.

JIM BEIRNE DEC 16, 2020 11:55PM

Former Wakeﬁeld Valley Golf and Conference Center, 1007-1001 Fenby Farm Rd,
Westminster, MD 21158, USA

JEFF SHARP DEC 16, 2020 11:52PM

(39.57066047727632, -77.03476425818407)

(39.57066047727632, -77.03476425818407)
My family and I really enjoy the walking/biking trails..looking to try out cross country
skiing as well. How about a disc golf course?
Also, possible for another 90 foot baseball diamond? Landon Burns is not enough.

Former Wakeﬁeld Valley Golf and Conference Center, 10071001 Fenby Farm Rd, Westminster, MD 21158, USA
Jim. Keep this, it could be used as information center, of ces, maintence etc

DCAMLIN DEC 16, 2020 11:50PM

(39.57139414703055, -77.0319219072693)

25 (39.57139414703055, -77.0319219072693)

Dean. Any masterplan must take into account ideas for reuse of the existing golf

ANONYMOUS DEC 16, 2020 11:43PM

clubhouse, or plan to demolish it. Demolition would be a shame, considering the
original cost to build it. It could become an event center for park activities, a wedding
venue with commercial kitchen and assembly hall, and also house staff administrative

(39.577322148849504, -77.02947747070958)

(39.577322148849504, -77.02947747070958)

We should consider adding a walking access path here for easy access for Fenby Farms,
Eagleview, and Furnace Branch residents

of ces.

ANONYMOUS DEC 16, 2020 11:46PM

ANONYMOUS DEC 16, 2020 10:43PM

Wakeﬁeld Valley Community Trail, Westminster, MD, USA

Wakeﬁeld Valley Community Trail, Westminster, MD, USA

Former Wakeﬁeld Valley Golf and Conference Center, Fenby Farm Road, Westminster, MD,
USA

Dorothy: This beautiful spot has the potential to be a real showcase for native plants-owers, shrubs, and trees. This in turn will bring an abundance and diversity of wildlife.

Former Wakeﬁeld Valley Golf and Conference Center, Fenby
Farm Road, Westminster, MD, USA

We need more spaces like this! I also would like to see a space set aside for community
gardening and the clubhouse revitalized as a teaching space. I am opposed to creating
ANONYMOUS DEC 16, 2020 10:42PM

sports elds here, especially since we will have two major sports complexes in
Hampstead. Please keep this space for nature and those of us who love it.

Former Wakeﬁeld Valley Golf and Conference Center, Fenby Farm Road, Westminster, MD,
USA

Former Wakeﬁeld Valley Golf and Conference Center, Fenby
Farm Road, Westminster, MD, USA

ANONYMOUS DEC 16, 2020 11:41PM

(39.56960777731416, -77.02760891517335)

(39.56960777731416, -77.02760891517335)

ANONYMOUS DEC 16, 2020 04:29PM

Former Wakeﬁeld Valley Golf and Conference Center, Fenby Farm Road, Westminster, MD,
USA

Tom- This area has a high concentration of wildlife and habitat (deer, fox, mink, rabbits,
owls, raptors, etc.). This area should be preserved and development in this area should
be limited.

Former Wakeﬁeld Valley Golf and Conference Center, Fenby
Farm Road, Westminster, MD, USA

ANONYMOUS DEC 16, 2020 11:42PM

Wakeﬁeld Valley, Westminster, MD, USA

Wakeﬁeld Valley, Westminster, MD, USA
There is a great opportunity for a stream restoration here to address NPDES
requirements. Protective easements deeded in perpetuity to Carroll County would also
address NPDES requirements.

※※※※※※
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padlet.com/westminsterrec/WakeﬁeldPhotoboard

Wakeﬁeld Photoboard - Leave A Comment
Add a comment below to let us know what you do when you come to Wake eld Valley Park and why you come to Wake eld Valley Park.
Comments will be monitored by our Padlet Moderator.
WESTMINSTERREC DEC 14, 2020 05:59PM

ANONYMOUS DEC 18, 2020 06:53PM

ANONYMOUS DEC 17, 2020 05:02PM

Golf Course

Winter lights walk I would love to see a winter lights walk
through along the walking path from November through
January. You could charge people to go through. Some of
the paths need to be repaired ﬁrst though.

I'd love to see the property become a golf course once again. I currently use the existing
trails for walking and biking, but surely miss having a golf course in my backyard. It'd be
a shame for this beautiful property to be converted to ball elds or sports complexes.
Keep it green!

ANONYMOUS DEC 17, 2020 04:58PM
ANONYMOUS DEC 18, 2020 06:18PM

Would love to see the wildlife areas preserved, buildings
restored, and a baseball/softball ﬁeld added without
disrupting the ecosystem. My family and I enjoy the
peaceful trails. Looking forward to seeing what this
beautiful property can become!

I come to walk and see the wildlife not see 15
baseball/softball ﬁelds
JENNIFER839 DEC 17, 2020 06:11PM

Winter activities
I enjoy the trails during the temperate times of year, but would love to have activity

ANONYMOUS DEC 18, 2020 06:19PM

options in the colder months also. An outdoor ice rink can be temporary with the
modern tech surfaces available. Overhead could be reduced with a bring your own
skates policy and perhaps a small fee. It would also offer rec event opportunities like

Julie Benavides
I love the peacefulness of the trails. It’s a great area to feel like you are someplace else
and disconnect as others have said. Adding to the rock playground would be good but
keeping it in line with the natural feel.

skate parties during the holiday season. Additionally, it could be reserved for local ice
hockey teams that currently travel to Frederick.
We often remark that we miss meals in the clubhouse for both private meals and holiday
events when our kids were young.

ANONYMOUS DEC 17, 2020 04:58PM

I come to walk in a peaceful area. I would hate to see this
natural area developed. It has become the heart of the city.

ANONYMOUS DEC 18, 2020 06:19PM

Indoor swim center. Westminster needs a city-owned and
operated indoor pool.
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ANONYMOUS DEC 18, 2020 06:19PM

The trails should be repaired and maintained as many in the community use them for

ANONYMOUS DEC 17, 2020 04:57PM

walking, running, or biking. The area should be preserved as a wildlife area. I don't know
how much disrepair the buildings are but the city should use them for a revenue stream
and rent/lease them out.

We need more bike paths. Keep families and children active!
Dennis Champney

ANONYMOUS DEC 17, 2020 04:58PM

ANONYMOUS DEC 17, 2020 04:57PM

I come for the peace and quiet - I love the views and the wildlife. I would be very sad if

Chris - as a current golf course superintendent, when I walk the trails (old cart paths), I

the natural habitats were destroyed for more sports elds. Please maintain what is there
and let it be a preserve.

can see the true beauty in the design of this former golf course. I can’t help but think
how this property is not too far gone from being restored into a solid revenue stream
for Westminster City as a golf course again. Golf is booming and looks to continue to
boom. With people willing to travel to play golf again, and the great attractions

ANONYMOUS DEC 17, 2020 04:57PM

Ryan Barnett

Westminster has to offer, this city owned course can be a true focal point for the city

I would love to see 18 holes of golf with a restaurant and have the other areas used for
trails. It would be great for the city to be able to have some revenue coming from the

Golf turf maintenance has shifted away from the practices of 10-20 years ago.
Everything was built in excess back then. Today’s maintenance practices are built
around the idea of sustainability. Practices are implemented for the sustainability of the
budget of a facility, current and future. Practices are also implemented for sustainability

and Carroll county.

site. It would be nice to have people coming here but not the volume you would have
from kids sports tournaments every weekend.

for the environment. Inputs whether it’s man hours towards maintenance or material
inputs are closely monitored and most nd ways to be minimalistic in approach, but still
offer tremendous conditions for golfers to enjoy.

ANONYMOUS DEC 18, 2020 06:19PM

The King Family

Golf courses, when managed appropriately, are tremendous environmental buffers. The
act as lters for waterways and habitats for wildlife. Many of the same goals that were
mentioned in the presentation can easily be achieved through the maintenance of golf

We walk our dogs there all the time. We would love to see some sports elds added, as
long as we maintain the walking trails and natural landscape. A dog park would be great,
too! Please renovate or tear down the existing buildings. We shouldn’t have anything

course grounds.

that run down in our community.

Capital needs to be invested in the property, but why not do it in a way that the city can
see a true scal return on this property. Not only can the golf course bring in millions in

ANONYMOUS DEC 17, 2020 04:58PM

revenue, but the values of homes around the property rise even more since property
that borders a golf course always has more perceived value.

Could we open a BMX track for the kids? What a great
positive activity. USA BMX has national insurance to prevent
litigation issues

Everything that has been mentioned feels great, but nothing offers a return on this
investment scally. This entire property can be restored to house an 18 hole golf course
that is routed responsibly, but also uses much of the former layout to save on
construction costs. The remaining property can be renovated to hold walking trails,
pavilions, dog parks, playgrounds, etc.

ANONYMOUS DEC 18, 2020 06:19PM

We could hold cyclocross races here

Through a proper development plan, business plan, and proper agronomic plans,
ANONYMOUS DEC 18, 2020 06:19PM

Great place for Disc Golf course
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Westminster city can own a golf course that was once a great facility that I feel many
would like to see again. I would love to speak with city planners more about this

possible development idea. Business models and plans can be put together that cover

ANONYMOUS DEC 17, 2020 04:57PM

revenue streams but also potential costs that are upfront capital, but also annual costs.

Great opportunity to bring revenue and grow local business

ANONYMOUS DEC 18, 2020 06:19PM

make it an upscale walking park featuring areas for social gatherings with small eateries,

Mona Becker

small breweries, outdoor seating theatre and concerts.

The greatest number of people will use the space as a green area. It’s has become a

keep in mind in the next couple of years we will have global companies like Amazon only
1.5 hours away from us.

loved natural space already. Improve the trails, add some natural areas for learning
about the wildlife. Some native plants. A few small pavilions.

ANONYMOUS DEC 18, 2020 06:19PM
BZEBERLEIN DEC 17, 2020 12:03AM

Wildlife
Brandi Zeberelein
No matter what we add I agree we need to leave space for wildlife.

ANONYMOUS DEC 18, 2020 06:19PM

Favorites
Favorite time of day: afternoon, picnics with the kids
Favorite time of year: Spring, Summer (when not too hot), Autumn. Possibly winter if
there was easier access via walking and there were some good sledding hills for the kids.
Favorite activities: Kids love feeding the geese in one of the ponds, walking, being
outdoors.

Tom Riddle
This property should be maintained as a natural area. It is the habitat of several native
plant and animal species. The park also provides access to unstructured open space and
residents are using it for hiking, shing, and wildlife viewing. We don't need more sports
elds here. We need to allow all residents access to this protected area, where they can
disconnect and appreciate nature.

ANONYMOUS DEC 17, 2020 12:03AM

Love the walking trails and green space
I'd really love to see the space preserved as-is, maybe a few more walking trails added
and/or expanded. I've seen a lot of beautiful birds while walking through the wide-open
spaces, I'd love for that to be preserved as opposed to some type of developed space
(sport eld, residential, etc).

ANONYMOUS DEC 17, 2020 12:03AM

Enjoy run and biking the trails through nature.

ANONYMOUS DEC 18, 2020 06:19PM

Requesting Easier Access
I would like to see more walking-based access to the green spaces. If coming in from
ANONYMOUS DEC 17, 2020 04:57PM

Walking
I enjoy the serenity of the trails and nature. It's the only peaceful place close by to
soothe the soul.

Tahoma Farms Rd there are places where we can "enter" the park, but its very dif cult
with a bike or stroller or kids. I'd like to be able to walk across Tahoma Farm Road and
be able to walk straight into the green space via paved or cleared walking path.

ANONYMOUS DEC 17, 2020 12:03AM

ANONYMOUS DEC 18, 2020 06:19PM

Interested in walking trails that are dog friendly. Plus biking trails.

It's peaceful, you can see wildlife, and it's not a strenuous walking area. Makes you feel
like you're in the country vs the city. There is nally a place that people can enjoy
without the yelling and screaming of kids and their sports. It's about time that the City
thinks of all the people - not only the kids. I feel that we as an older generation, are not

29 valued by the people always talking about sports. There are other things in life that are

more important and stop being racist against us.

ANONYMOUS DEC 18, 2020 06:19PM

Tom Scanlan
I would like to see Wake eld Valley be a wildlife management area and trail, similar to
Lake Kittamaqundi Trail or Red Run Stream Trail. Cox Hall Creek WMA in Villas, NJ
could be a model since it was a former golf course.
Cox Hall Creek WMA - Conserve Wildlife Foundation of New
Jersey
Monday, October 15th, 2012 It's been several years since the old
Ponderlodge Golf Course was purchased by the Green Acres
Program. After being slated for use as a satellite campus for
Stockton College the old lodge and other buildings are long gone
from the site. Today, the site is managed for wildlife and outdoor
recreation.

ANONYMOUS DEC 15, 2020 03:51PM

CONSERVE WILDLIFE FOUNDATION OF NEW JERSEY

Wildlife
Brandi. I love coming here with my son and spotting deers and squirrels

ANONYMOUS DEC 15, 2020 04:17PM

Dog Park
I love walking my dog here.

※※※※※※
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I am so happy that the City is looking to build up Wakefield Valley. I can definitely see it becoming the
future hub for recreational activities in Westminster! And we all know it is a huge selling point for
bringing in a more stable home owning community. If you build it, they will come...
Here are some of the ideas that have been floating around in my head.
1). I love jogging and walking along the paths, so please keep them. You can even use them for events
like hayrides in the fall and horse drawn carriage rides in the winter!
2). Add lots of sports fields, maybe even a nice turf field.
3). Don’t put another dime into the City pool in the Greens. Build a new pool at Wakefield.
4). Turn the old clubhouse into an athletic facility with a YMCA style basketball court, fitness center,
elevated track.
5). Abandon the old armory building and move the Parks and Recs offices to a renovated version of the
old building next to the clubhouse.
6). Beef up one of the ponds and put in a fishing pier and maybe even paddle boats.
7). Add a dog park
If you have any questions or would like me to expand on any of the ideas, please don’t hesitate to
contact me.
Thank you!
Sean Lee
smlee233@yahoo.com
Hello,
I am very interested in participating in the Wakefield Valley Park Planning Process but will not be in
town on Dec. 16th.
I have attached a copy of my resume as I have extensive experience in park
Development projects and live in the City of Westminster.
I would like to request the Mayor allow a group of citizens to be on a planning committee for the
project. Here are some of my ideas:
1) shaded picnic areas for family and corporate events- sail shades or hard top shelters
2) small concert venue for concerts in the park
3) Outdoor fitness equipment / gym available for drop in and by reservation for classes.
4) Destination/adventure playground with large tower that allows for a view of the property
5) pump track for practicing bike tricks
6) recreational sports field area for pick up field sports (no lights)
7) smaller family picnic areas
8) Pickleball /multi purpose courts - Versatility for adapting to users such as Futsal, lacrosse and
basketball. Lighted for Westminster community use.
9) Most importantly a nature and interpretive area for walks, hikes, camps, classes, etc. This should
includes a meadow, mini forest, native vegetation, campfire area, picnic shelter and interpretive signs.
Thank you in advance for your consideration. If you would like more details or product ideas please
reach out and I can provide more information. I’ve visited 1000’s of parks over the past 30 years and
also managed many parks.
Regards,
Terri Paddy
443-960-0331

31

Please preserve the walking trails! Thank you to the city for mowing. Please preserve the walking trails!
We live nearby and walk to Wakefield by way of Tahoma Farm Road.
Please preserve the walking trails!
Dave and Conni Highfield
942 Litchfield Cir.
Westminster 21158
I would like to suggest that the Wakefield Valley area be preserved as a walking trail and wildlife
management area. Trees and native plants could be added. The Cox Hall Creek WMA in Villas,
NJ would be an excellent model, as it was a golf course converted to a WMA.
Similarly, the paved trails at Lake Kittamaqundi in Columbia, MD and Red Run Creek in Owings
Mills show how successful this approach can be.
Here are two links for more information on Cox Hall Creek:
http://www.conservewildlifenj.org/blog/tag/cox-hall-creek-wma/
https://southjerseytrails.org/2020/03/17/coxhallcreekwma/
Thank you,
Tom Scanlan
Westmisnter
I would like to suggest leaving the park as a personal recreation area with the the following
improvements;
clean up the grass/brush and ponds
stock the ponds with fish
repave the path
install benches every so often along the path
add trash receptacles and dog poop stations at certain intervals
VERY IMPORTANT TO ME PERSONALLY- provide paved access from each access area specifically from St.
Andrews Lane(this is important to me because I use a walker/wheelchair)
I believe this will/may ease the concerns of adjacent property owners as it pertains to traffic issues.
Thank You,
Steve Marsh
307 St. Andrews Lane
Westminster 21158
410-218-5463
Yes to hiking, cycling, and cross country skiing.
A small disc golf course?
I love this space!
Jeff Sharp
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Enjoyed the presentation regarding the revitalization of the Wakefield Country Club property. I use the
trails there several times a week for my biking workout and I'm thrilled at the prospect of the site being
restored as there is so much potential there. Everyday there is a new adventure. The sites and sounds of
the wildlife. The beauty of the seasons all make for a great experience.
I think resurfacing the parking lot would be a great start followed by repairing the trails. Everything that
was talked about sounds amazing and I hope this plan will soon come to be. Thanks to all involved in
this project and I look forward to hearing about its progress.
Bike On.....Marybeth Zyla, Westminster resident
Good evening!
I have not been able to access the Padlet site on my phone and am away from my computer. I would like
to submit a few suggestions and then will try using Padlet.
I would first like to say that I appreciate the opportunity to provide input on this project! I live about two
mikes from the site and am very excited to see it become an even more valued part of the community
than it already is! It is, indeed, a unique site.
I would like to suggest the following:
1. As an avid birder, I am aware that the site is on the Maryland list of birding hotspots, with 97 species
having been identified there. I strongly urge you to preserve the site and improve it with habitat suitable
for Maryland’s birds.
2. My family and I have mostly used the site for wildlife viewing, including not only birds but also large
turtles, amphibians, deer, and foxes. It is a delightful area for wildlife and I urge you to take all measures
necessary to keep this aspect of the park. As wildlife is diminishing due to overdevelopment and climate
change, this is a great opportunity to turn the tide on this locally. I know this would attract visitors from
the larger area to do wildlife viewing.
3. As an environmental educator at the middle school through college levels, I would like to see areas of
the park available for community nature projects such as citizen science activities.
4. As a community resource, I would like to see the community involved in transforming the site! Once
projects are decided upon, making as many of them as possible open to community participation would
allow individuals, families, and service organizations to truly create their own park - from small building
projects to stream restoration and planting of native species.
5. One of the most amazing thing about the site is its network of trails, and to maintain them for biking
and walking is critical, it seems, as many, many community members use it for this. Connecting the trails
to the Westminster Bike Trail would also extend that system.
6. Several unique trees exist at the site, and I hope they can all be preserved.
7. Community members would benefit greatly from a playground area, made of natural or recycled
materials. I’m not sure if only one company makes them, but I have seen very large, maze-like
playground areas in southern Pennsylvania and Upstate New York.
8. I’m less interested in seeing sports fields there, as we have many of them around already.
9. A pavilion or two or three would be great, as well.
Thank you again so much for allowing input! I look forward to continuing to participate and contribute
however I can!
Carole Flood
Westminster, MD
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Hi there ...
Thanks for the opportunity to provide input on the master plan for Wakefield Park. We live on Winged
Foot Drive and our property abuts the park just down the hill from the old clubhouse. My neighbor and I
have been cutting the grass on the old tee box all the way to the pond and the path around the south
side of that pond. We have been doing this to preserve the beauty of this space and provide
opportunities for folks to fish the pond.
We have a vested interest in ensuring a master plan that utilizes this space in a very positive way for the
community and those of us that neighbor the property. I really like the thought of mixing the linear park
concept with specific destinations. Many of the ideas that are being posted on the virtual map are great.
We really like the ideas of ...
- Expanded trail system that connects to the other trail system that works its way over to Safeway
- Well maintained trails (mix of pavement, gravel, and grass) and bridges (note that much of the trail
today seems to be deteriorating and could use some help)
- Additional parking access off Tahoma Farm road or Old New Windsor Pike.
- Picnic pavilions within reasonable distance of existing and new parking.
- One or two ball fields or soccer fields
- Fishing piers in the larger ponds
- Amphitheater for outdoor gatherings ... church services, musical performances, etc.
- Expansive playground perhaps similar to something like Kids Kingdom in Hanover, PA
... http://www.penntwp.com/Parks---Recreation.html
- Frisbee golf park similar to Codorus
- https://www.dcnr.pa.gov/StateParks/FindAPark/CodorusStatePark/Pages/DiscGolfing.aspx
- For the buildings, suggest 1) a nature center similar to Nixon Park ... https://yorkcountypa.gov/parksrecreation/the-parks/richard-nixon-parks.html with classroom space. Larger and more comprehensive
than Hashawha. ...or 2) conference hall with commercial kitchen for events (possible revenue
generation)
Things that we suggest avoiding include ...
- Dog park (already have one near Random House)
- Homeless shelter (services downtown too far from this location)
- Lighted fields or too many fields (too much disruption for neighbors)
- Water park - water cable park (was in one of the previous proposals)
Regardless of what this park turns into, please ensure easy access by law enforcement to all parts of the
park to minimize the potential for loitering at all hours, gang hangout and related violence, etc.
Happy to discuss or engage further in any way.
Best regards,
Bill Folkerts
443-974-8665
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I have been surveyed over the past couple of years since the city acquired this site. What is happening
with the input you received on those prior surveys?
- I really would like to see it stay as natural as possible. No vendors, no commercial activity.
- I like the examples that the speaker used as ideas to consider. Eg. Paths for biking, walking, running.
pavillion with rest rooms, maybe ONE ball/play field, lots of open space. Natural features vs structures.
Thanks
Bruce Calvert
I am reaching out on behalf of my mom, Sally Lyons, and myself, Jennifer Lyons. We live on Litchfield
Circle, which is a short distance from the old Wakefield Valley Golf Course. Our hope for the future of
the Wakefield Valley area would be for it to remain what it has been the past few years, with maybe a
landscaping clean up. The trails are beautiful and it is a nice amenity for not only the neighboring
community, but the community as a whole. The trails can be used as walking, running, and bike trails.
One of the biggest improvements that could be made is cleaning up some of the current, overgrown
landscape. If any additions were to be made, it would be nice to see park benches added, as well as a
permanent bathroom added to the property. I think if the buildings were able to be flipped into a nature
center and/or a small wedding venue, it would attract a lot more community members. If it were to be
turned into a small wedding venue, those funds could be used to help with the upkeep of the property.
I have enjoyed walking my dog on these trails the past few years. On some of my walks, I've witnessed
children learning to ride their bikes on the trails, families being able to bike ride together throughout the
trail, individuals of all ages being able to exercise/run throughout the trails. I've seen many people being
able to enjoy the hobby of birding throughout the trails, numerous dogs being walked, and most
importantly, I've seen a community able to have a space to enjoy nature and the beauty of the
outdoors; something that gets increasingly hard to find with the rising number of construction projects
throughout the county.
My first job was at Wakefield Valley in the Fenby Farm Restaurant. Knowing what this property used to
look like back in its prime days, I would be ecstatic to know that it could remain under similar conditions.
I think that the park it has become in the past few years is a crucial and pleasant amenity that is offered
to the community and provides an area for a lot of individuals and families to have the space required to
enjoy the outdoors, friendship, and family time, and even more if you were to expand it to include other
amenities! My hope is that we are able to expand what is currently there in order to offer even more of
beneficial impact on our community.
Please let me know if I can provide any other insight in the consideration of what is to come of this
property.
Thanks so much for your time and for allowing our voices to be heard.
Jennifer and Sally Lyons, Litchfield Circle
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I would be opposed to any soccer fields , basketball courts or baseball fields. The neighborhood does
not want the amount of traffic that would generate. No bright overhead lights. After dark activities
should be discouraged.
I would suggest that there be a facility for outdoor concerts in a wooded area. Please investigate “The
Lurman Theatre” in Catonsville Md where summer outdoor concerts are offered on weekends. The
concerts start at 6 Pm and end just prior to sunset. The area is located in the wooded area so it is some
what cooler in the summer. It has a large outdoor stage with a few rows of benches and an area in
front of the stage for people who wish to dance. Most people bring their own chairs or blankets and a
picnic diner. Maybe add a few picnic tables in the distance. No alcohol is allowed in the park.
I would like the park to have a few acres of pollinator gardens where the children can catch and release
butterflies. Will Pennoni Assoc. be requesting Carroll County Master gardeners input?
I would like to see a trail of blue bird boxes in the park. The Carroll County Bird Club is very active and
may want to help.
I would hope that the fishing pond be enlarged and better maintained and also stocked frequently.
The most important suggestion is to do a forest restoration project. Proper trees should be planted
along the streams, wetlands and flood plain. Trees should be included on the slopes to control
erosion. You might want to contact the Carroll County Forestry Board for forest restoration suggestions
as well as the Westminster tree commission.
Thank you for giving me the opportunity to give my suggestions. Roland Fish

Good evening,
My wife and I live on Fannies Meadow and have a vested interest in the future of the former golf
course. It's a beautiful area that can be used wisely as an open-air green space.
*** Designated walking and bike riding paths would be paramount. A connection path from WVGC to
the WVT would be awesome.
*** The addition of ball fields, tennis courts, picnic areas, would be welcome. I wouldn't even be
opposed to an entrance on Tahoma Farm Road but a traffic calming study should be done.
Richard and Liz Gibson

Good evening all,
My concern is how do we use Wakefield's space to provide a football complex for the
Westminster Wildcats. They currently share Jaycee's softball park. These are two large
programs! Both programs play in the fall ending in November. The use of lights are necessary
for practices as natural light is lost in the fall. In the spring, up to July 20th, there isn't any
problems. However once football starts their workouts and season softball looses three fields
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with lights to practice. Worst of all, there isn't any fields in the city of Westminster to practice
softball. It is a huge endeavour to find fields for 5 teams. Thank you!
Best regards,
Tony Frazetti - WGS - President
443 845-6958

An idea: make the golf coarse into a par 3 golf coarse? Great place for teens to have
dates in the evenings, seniors to play a quick round during the day. And it would make
the land be used for what its highest best use.

Chris - as a current golf course superintendent, when I walk the trails (old cart paths), I can see the
true beauty in the design of this former golf course. I can’t help but think how this property is not
too far gone from being restored into a solid revenue stream for Westminster City as a golf course
again. Golf is booming and looks to continue to boom. With people willing to travel to play golf
again, and the great attractions Westminster has to offer, this city owned course can be a true focal
point for the city and Carroll county.
Golf turf maintenance has shifted away from the practices of 10-20 years ago. Everything was built in
excess back then. Today’s maintenance practices are built around the idea of sustainability. Practices
are implemented for the sustainability of the budget of a facility, current and future. Practices are
also implemented for sustainability for the environment. Inputs whether it’s man hours towards
maintenance or material inputs are closely monitored and most find ways to be minimalistic in
approach, but still offer tremendous conditions for golfers to enjoy.
Golf courses, when managed appropriately, are tremendous environmental buffers. The act as filters
for waterways and habitats for wildlife. Many of the same goals that were mentioned in the
presentation can easily be achieved through the maintenance of golf course grounds.
Capital needs to be invested in the property, but why not do it in a way that the city can see a true
fiscal return on this property. Not only can the golf course bring in millions in revenue, but the values
of homes around the property rise even more since property that borders a golf course always has
more perceived value.
Everything that has been mentioned feels great, but nothing offers a return on this investment
fiscally. This entire property can be restored to house an 18 hole golf course that is routed
responsibly, but also uses much of the former layout to save on construction costs. The remaining
property can be renovated to hold walking trails, pavilions, dog parks, playgrounds, etc.
Through a proper development plan, business plan, and proper agronomic plans, Westminster city
can own a golf course that was once a great facility that I feel many would like to see again. I would
love to speak with city planners more about this possible development idea. Business models and
plans can be put together that cover revenue streams but also potential costs that are upfront
capital, but also annual costs.
Christopher D Navin
Golf Course Superintendent
The Club at P.B. Dye
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Thank you for having the article in the paper. I also left a comment on the map via padlet.
I would like to suggest a linear activity of horseback riding at Wakefield Park. I walk the
large loop that is closest and somewhat parallels Bell Road. This section seems to be used
less than the section more east, below the once restaurant and old inn. The current
parking lot is accessible for trailers.
The Torrey C Brown section of the rail-to-trail in Baltimore county could perhaps be
looked at as this is a multi-use trail that includes equines.
Some suggestions for implementation would be:
1. riding on designated days such as MWF
2. collecting a small fee with trailer parking - $5.00 - designated area (put up a little fee
box like in state parks)
3. walk only gait
4. prohibit any riding within 24 or 48 hours after rain
5. establish a group of users to help maintain the trails, this could also include cycling
users. The trails that are in place are good and as they deteriorate replace them with
crushed hard pack stone.
6. there would be no need for any building structures
7. carry out excrement - don't dump a tree bases
8. have the activity yield signs (like in Union Mills)
I would believe the park would probably not get a lot of equine use due to brevity of trails
but using a park such as this would increase riding opportunities during the 2 week hunting
period and provide community education regarding equine (remember the Westminster
riding club on the east end of town). While it is in your master plan to connect this area
with the Furnace Hills/Tahoma Farm area trail (and at route 31 near Baugher and
McDaniels), horseback riding would not be suggested to extend anywhere near those areas.
Thank you for your consideration. I really enjoy this park and was praying homes would not
be developed and built anywhere within the area. I would be okay with a Bed and
Breakfast at the old restaurant!
Ivy Smink
443-974-5896
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smink.ivy@gmail.com
447 John Owings Road
Westminster, MD 21158
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WAKEFIELD
VALLEY MASTER
PLAN
COMMUNITY
INPUT MEETING
#2
01/27/2021
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padlet.com/westminsterrec/QuestionOne

Question 1- Leave a Comment
Add a comment below to let us know what ONE change you would make and why. Comments will be monitored by our Padlet Moderator.
WESTMINSTERREC JAN 22, 2021 07:05PM

ANONYMOUS FEB 04, 2021 03:36AM

I recommend fewer destination activities and more linear
activities. I recommend excluding ballﬁelds, soccer ﬁelds,
dog parks, etc. It would be best if the entire focus of the
park was on the walking/biking trails. A few playgrounds
would be OK. A park like Hashawa here in Carrol County is a
good model, except here the trails would be paved. It would
also be easier to restore the natural habitat if the park’s
focus was limited to walking/biking trails. Residents would
beneﬁt from maintained trails, and the ecosystem could be
restored.
M ALBRECHT FEB 03, 2021 05:31PM

The one change I would make is to place the Outline of the
Proposed Disc Golf Course that was mentioned at the last
meeting (video replay at 26:30), on the map for discussion. I
think it should be in the Valley Area. This would help to get a
feel for the proposed layout.
See Photo Below of Proposed Course (Red Holes under 200ft, Green Holes 200-350ft
and Yellow Holes over 350ft.)

ANONYMOUS FEB 03, 2021 02:05AM

No Concert/Events Venue and Potential Access
Road/Parking Lot in Northeast Section
The potential access road & 10 car parking lot would break up what is currently
continuous natural space in this area. Habitat problems for various animals from loss of
trees currently there, soil erosion from land attening, vegetation decay and water & air
pollution will impact this area and be felt throughout the rest of the park. Also the
possibility of a concert, events or amphitheater venue would signi cantly increase all of
these issues. It would also impact residents who come to the park for activities
currently enjoyed. In the current pandemic having somewhere open for people to enjoy
and nd a sense of peace or place is highly more valuable. It would further take away
from other venues in the overall area by adding another place to compete for business.

41 ANONYMOUS

JAN 31, 2021 12:51AM

Please keep more open spaces. Only have non-organized
sports. I want no sports ﬁelds, but I'll be ﬁne with one
soccer ﬁeld and basic baseball ﬁelds with out only fences,
dugouts, or bleachers. Repair the paths and bridges, but
keep it mostly as it is.

Only include elds for non-organized sports. It seems most people want the primary

DAVID BERRY JAN 30, 2021 08:36PM

Bell Rd.

focus to be on keeping open space and activities to be shared with family/friends.
Improving the hiking trails for walking/biking, adding shing piers and pavilions, and
even disc golf, playgrounds, and sledding hill are nice activities that people can share
when they visit the park. Having organized sports will increase traf c on Tahoma farm
and the surrounding roads. However, I do think the access point on Tahoma Farm near
Westcliff is a great idea, as it allows people in our neighborhoods off Tahoma farm and
the Greens to access the park by walking/biking instead of having to drive around to

Add playground equipment by new parking area at crosswalk entrance on south east
plot. And double parking to 20 cars. And / or do the same across the street by area 22.
That area is not marked for any development?
ALLISON SCHULER JAN 29, 2021 04:28PM

No parking lot or playground off of Old New Windsor!

DAVID BERRY JAN 30, 2021 08:06PM

Adding a parking lot and playground on the southwest side will be added foot traf c to
the trails. Many houses back up directly to the trail on the southwest side. Right now we
all enjoy the peacefullness of the open space in our backyards. Many homeowners have

I like that there are 2 ball elds. Could that area be re-con gured to accommodate 4
elds and additional parking. More parking could be added at the new entrance on
Tahoma Road, on the left side.

been taking care of the golfcourse directly behind their homes to keep it looking nice.

ANONYMOUS JAN 30, 2021 01:41PM

Thanks for adding access off Old Windsor! Makes that area of the park and all that green

ANONYMOUS JAN 28, 2021 01:41PM

space so much more accessible. Love this plan.

Where is the Open Space???
Clearly, community feedback was ignored with this plan. The majority of the community

ANONYMOUS JAN 30, 2021 01:18PM

I honestly can't think of any changes I would make. I think it
looks amazing! Nice job!!

wants Wake eld Valley to remain an open space with trail repairs along with
environmental and educational enhancements. I moved here for the peacefulness and
solitude of the area. The golf course provided this privacy. This plan obviously does not.

ANONYMOUS JAN 30, 2021 01:16PM

ANONYMOUS JAN 28, 2021 12:06AM

I absolutely love this plan!! What a beautiful space with
something for everyone. Thank you so much for taking our
feedback into account. I love that there is so much open
green space still and all the trails. The sports ﬁelds are
great! Deﬁnitely needed. Great idea to have them centrally
located by the entrances and then have all the extra green
space spread all out. Extra parking and entrances are nice
too. I'm super excited about this. Thanks again!

A bicycle skills park like the ones in Ellicott City,
Germantown and Frederick, would be a welcome addition to
this plan

ANONYMOUS JAN 29, 2021 05:38PM

http://www.rockburnskillspark.org

ANONYMOUS JAN 28, 2021 12:12AM
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Looks pretty good. My only questions would be what would
the former clubhouse/restaurant be used for? Could a
partnership with a private restaurant be utilized to ﬁll that
space? Would there be a cost or limits to using any of the
ﬁelds or courts? I think this is a good compromise. It would
be nice if this area could be used for small food truck
festivals or outdoor Oktoberfest type events. Running or
biking events could also be held.

I walk the trails there currently, and would NOT want to walk there under this plan. This
design is similar to the one that was proposed years ago which the community fought
against. A second iteration is needed making Wake eld Valley green and peaceful!

ANONYMOUS JAN 27, 2021 11:31PM

Where is the Green Space?
This plan clearly ignored the feedback from the community and how the community is
already making use of the park. There is opportunity to provide enhancements to this
park. However, this plan destroys the community's request for an open space where
they can walk and enjoy nature. Where in your plan is the reforestation that was
requested? What is the plan to enhance the parking area for all of the things you are

ANONYMOUS JAN 27, 2021 02:01PM

proposing?

Too Much Going On
The rst iteration includes way too many activities for a limited space. According to
public input, the majority of people wanted the trail system updated and Wake eld to be
kept a green space. Sports elds, a concert venue, etc...does NOT keep this space green.

※※※※※※
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Question 1
When reviewing the first iteration of the Master Plan…if you could make ONE
change, what would it be and why?
Responses received by post-it-note at the in-person meeting on January 27, 2021.
1. I would move the dog parks to the east meadow.
2. Keep 18-hole golf along the edge of the community.
3. Remove some of the concentration in the core to allow for more natural areas.
4. Yes, expansion of trail to include gravel extension through wooded areas.
5. No lights at fields do not want to see sky lit up with artificial lights.
6. Make sure trails are not flooding during rainy periods current trails get very wet in
places.
7. More sports fields including football and softball.
8. Make inclusion a priority! Someone who uses a wheelchair would have significant access
issues.
9. This would be a great opportunity to be inclusive.
10. Consider reuse of clubhouse with indoor sports.
11. Someone responded yes to this comment-Consider reuse of clubhouse with indoor
sports.
12. Need more pickleball courts.
13. Clubhouse use: wedding venue, event venue
14. Please include ore pickleball courts
15. Add cycling specific infrastructure such as bike parking rack, fix it stations, and
importantly a pumptrack/skills area aka bike playground should be noted pump tracks
are low cost to install cater to all age and ability levels.
16. No lights on ballfields
17. Add a football field and lights.
18. Informative and educational areas for the natural and historical features
19. *Only 1 soccer field *parking
20. More trash cans and dog waste stations. Place benches along trails.
21. Expand main parking lot.
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22. Sledding hill should be by old driving range not #13
23. Are lights being considered? Have concerns with lights.
24. More trash cans and pet waste along all trails.
25. Additional parking – designate area for overflow parking – field or pervious parking lot.
26. Softball field and/or football fields, something to ease the space issues for existing and
expanding programs in the city.
27. Keep it natural as it exists.
28. List three major goals/outcomes that Westminster could/want to achieve with
Wakefield.
29. More restrooms
30. Keep the amphitheater small so people can enjoy music, but surrounding homes have
relative quiet.
31. Complete perimeter train
32. Love the event space/amphitheater idea. Outdoor concerts. Exhibits. Displays.
Community theater.
33. Put the amphitheater seating area on a slope.
34. Keep the natural beauty and restore the trees flora and fauna.
35. It appears a new entry point is proposed at Tahoma and Westcliff. Our community
concern largely relates to increased traffic in our community. This entry point would be
very concerning.
36. Separate grassed bike trail to reduce conflicts w/other users.
37. Less is more! Don’t overdo activities and ballfields so the natural environment has room
to grow and mature.
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padlet.com/westminsterrec/QuestionTwo

Question 2-Leave a Comment
Add a comment below to let us know if this version of the Master Plan achieves the highest priorities from meeting #1 and why. Comments will
be monitored by our Padlet Moderator.
WESTMINSTERREC JAN 22, 2021 07:13PM

ANONYMOUS FEB 04, 2021 03:40AM

and orioles. Many birds are also present in the winter. Turkey vultures use the area to

While I feel that the top priorities of maintaining and
enhancing the existing trail system and performing
environmental restoration were considered in the current
plan, I feel that there is too much emphasis on some of the
lower priorities, such as ball ﬁelds, a dog park, and
potentially disc golf. By trying to incorporate too many of
these elements, the plan detracts from the very highest
priorities, which were to enhance the trail system and
maintain open space.

scout for food and perch for rest. Without a doubt other areas of the park witness this

ANONYMOUS FEB 03, 2021 01:54AM

Preserve the Natural Beauty of the Park
Our family also supports keeping things as open and natural as possible. The park offers
great opportunities for disc golf, sledding, cross country skiing, running/walking, bike
riding and other activities that would only require small changes to the existing
landscape or improvements to current features like the paved paths. Our concerns with
the plan, particularly long term ones are environmental and sustainability. The park has
many different species, plants and other ecological aspects to it currently. Many animals
have their offspring throughout the park every year. In particular the pond in the
Northeast section of the park between Bell & Tahoma Farm Road has about 20-30
Canada Geese each year that use the pond (and the other ones in the park) and have
their goslings along the pond. The same with ducks. There is a blue heron that lives
along the ponds as well. Foxes have been seen during mating season in the Northeast
section. The woods in this section, which are not many, offer deer a protected place to
have their fawns and as they become yearlings they are still seen in the area.
Groundhogs are present in the woods & elds as well. During the non winter season
many birds are present ranging from woodpeckers, cardinals, blue jays to hummingbirds

all too. The woods and landscape in the Northeast section, which is some of the higher
elevations of the park allow birds of prey like hawks and owls to spot food. This natural
management helps keep the visibility of snakes lower in the park than would be if the
landscape became more developed.
The environmental burdens & landscape changes in the current plan to the core area by
the Durbin house and the Northeast section would be signi cant. The long term
sustainability issues & ecological damage would ripple out to the rest of the park. The
proposed ball diamonds, the two pavilions (particularly the one with a restroom), the
playground, the parking lot and most importantly the future access drive would seem to
require a signi cant attening of the current landscape as well as removal of several
sections of trees. The pines in this area, which would be the majority of trees removed
are faring better at the moment than other trees. To create the parking lot and
playground the high grass areas currently present would be very diminished. The pier is
of lesser concern landscape wise, though is still a concern for the ducks, geese &
herron. Maybe it could be designed more width wise along the shore than jutting out
into the lake. Coupled with concerns for extensive activity placement in the core area by
the Durbin house that all of this would greatly strain the ecology. The potential access
road & 10 car parking lot would also break up what is currently continuous natural space
in this area. Though well intentioned as it is habitat problems for various animals, soil
erosion, vegetation decay and water & air pollution will impact this area and be felt
throughout the rest of the park. Also the possibility of a concert, events or amphitheater
venue would signi cantly increase all of these issues. It would also impact residents who
come to the park for activities currently enjoyed. In the current pandemic having
somewhere open for people to enjoy and nd a sense of peace or place is highly more
valuable. It would further take away from other venues in the overall area by adding
another place to compete for business. We're worried about where the community
garden/pollinator garden/arboretum is located. If it is to be planned as a pollinator
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close proximity to areas proposed for people activities.
Other matters such as nancial aspects are things we have questions on. How will it be
funded? Will there be a fee or rental charges beyond the pavilions? Will it be billed into
city taxes? If so how would the cost be shared with non city residents? How & where
will any sewage pipes and plumbing be run from the places that have bathrooms?
We also wanted to note that we like the idea of protecting Copps Branch. It should be
noted though that Copps Branch also splits off in several directions within the park
itself, one of them heads towards the pond at the top of the Northeast section of the
park. These split off are present on maps dating back to at least 1863. Overall we'd like to
see Wake eld be more like the park area around Hashawha, Bear Branch or Union Mills
than other highly manicured and overdeveloped parks like Centennial Park.

ANONYMOUS JAN 31, 2021 01:45AM

The theater will create a lot of trash and waste, add to much
noise to the peaceful park, and possible bring substances
such as alcohol or cigarettes into the area.

ANONYMOUS JAN 30, 2021 01:21PM

I think you have done a very good job of incorporating many of the highest priorities
from meeting #1. I love this plan! To be able to include so much, yet have so much open
green space left just shows how big this piece of land is. Can't wait to see it happen.
Thank you!

ANONYMOUS JAN 31, 2021 01:40AM

Most people want to keep this a peaceful, open space.
Adding organized ball ﬁelds is against this desire.

ANONYMOUS JAN 29, 2021 05:38PM

M ALBRECHT FEB 03, 2021 05:28PM

existing trail system/parking areas and having green space that can be enjoyed with
walking, biking, rental pavilions, nature education, and shing. Of the additional items, I
think disc golf also ts well into this green space idea, as it takes little to set up and
already ts into the original design of the property as a golf course. Playgrounds at the

The plan looks great. I would recommend placing the
Outline of the Proposed Disc Golf Course.

The majority of the top public comments include making improvements on the already

edges of the park are great for families and still allow the main area to remain as a
natural area.

ALLISON SCHULER JAN 29, 2021 04:35PM

Improving trails
Clearly the community wants to improve and expand the trails which is ne. A big
problem that we are facing right now is many people let their dogs run free off their
leashes. On the southwest side of the property houses back directly up to the trail. I
constantly have unleashed dogs wondering into my yard. I also have a dog of my own
and children running around. Dogs should be kept on leashes while using the trails.
need to pick up after their animals (and take it with them) I come across dog
47 People
poop on the side of the trail frequently and even bags of dog poop thrown to the side.

ANONYMOUS JAN 28, 2021 12:47AM

ANONYMOUS JAN 28, 2021 12:47AM

This does not represent feedback

Absolutely Not!

This list from public input clearly shows that the community wants a trail system and

The highest priorities would be the top 5 recommendations. This plan looks too much

natural and reforested areas. This plan does the exact opposite. At a recent Parks and
Rec advisory board, it was stated the the community clearly wanted an environmental
focus. Putting all the development that is proposed here will clearly chase away the

like the one presented years ago. Refurbish the area and keep it peaceful to the
community.

nature that our community has shared they appreciate.

※※※※※※
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Question 2
Does this version of the Master Plan achieve the highest priorities from meeting
#1 and why?
Responses received by post-it note at the in-person meeting on January 27, 2021.
1. Would love to hear more about the ideas for existing buildings and when that might be
addressed (since it is not included in the scope of work here)
a. Yes, agree
b. Me, too
2. No, this plan adds too much to the center of the park. It will take away from the natural
environment that was requested.
3. Did not attend mtg #1, but appears to.
4. Yes, as it focuses on natural existing trails and features.
5. Yes. I think it covers the most requested items.
6. Where are the horse trails?
7. Yes
8. Very good presentation, good use of facility and land.
9. This plan seems well thought through. I like that the use spaces are central to the space.
10. No, need football fields.
11. More trash and pet waste receptacles.
12. Add grilling, zip line and obstacle course.
13. Like the idea of a fishing pier.
14. Yes, trail restoration the top priority as we use these the most.
15. Forestation and wetland restoration is important.
16. Yes, keep the disc golf course
17. Please add more pickleball courts. There are no dedicated courts in the county.
18. Vote for trash receptacles and pet waste receptacles.
19. Yes for 1, 3, 6, 8.
20. One vote for pump track.
21. Fenced in dog area
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a. Yes!
22. Concert Venue Amphitheater
23. Not really. The map appears to prioritize ball fields and amphitheaters over nature areas,
reforestation, green space, ect.
24. Are buildings going to be turned into concessions for the proposed sports fields?
25. What are plans for buildings on property near parking lot?
26. 1,2,3 are the most important. We don’t need too many activities and ballfields, ect.
27. Yes, I like the concentration of use and available open space.
28. I think it does but i would like to see more ball fields. The area is expanding and we need more.
29. Residents love the trails for hiking, biking, ect. Restore and connect is key.
30. With all due respect, this is not a master plan, rather a wish list of semi related ideas. While
they are nice ideas, they don’t impress me. Outcomes such as increasing tourism is what I am
looking for.
31. Yes, keeping a continuous trail system for walking and biking.
a. Yes, make trials wide enough for both walking and biking.
32. Yes, a great presentation that includes city and community priorities, nicely joined in a
preliminary plan with lots of potential to continue to expand and/or refine the plan.
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padlet.com/westminsterrec/QuestionThree

Question 3-Leave a Comment
Add a comment below to let us know what you think the community could bene t from 25 years from now at Wake eld Valley Park if there were
no constraints. Comments will be monitored by our Padlet Moderator.
WESTMINSTERREC JAN 22, 2021 07:25PM

ANONYMOUS FEB 04, 2021 03:42AM

I feel that the best beneﬁt to the community 25 years from
now would be for the park to be devoted to open space.
There is already precious little open space in Maryland and
this is likely to decrease further over the next 25 years as
development continues. Additionally, restoring the natural
landscape would beneﬁt the entire ecosystem.
M ALBRECHT FEB 03, 2021 05:18PM

The community could beneﬁt today and for the next 25
years with a Signature Free Disc Golf Course. The
Southwest Valley Area should be seriously considered and it
should be temporarily placed on the map. You could utilize
the proposed Parking Lot off of Old New Windsor Pike and
start/ﬁnish the course there. Since you are utilizing the
linear trails there is easy access. The course in this area
would be away from Ball Fields, open areas and more
populated areas. By placing the holes in between paths &
adjacent to paths - it keeps everyone safe.

ANONYMOUS FEB 03, 2021 01:57AM

Preserve the Natural Beauty of the Park
We'd like to see Wake eld be more like the park area around Hashawha, Bear Branch or
Union Mills.

ANONYMOUS JAN 31, 2021 01:43AM

See Photo Below of Proposed Course (Red Holes under 200ft, Green Holes 200-350ft

25 years from now we may be suffering from over
urbanization. We need preserve quiet, natural, open spaces
to counteract the negative effects of this movement.

and Yellow Holes over 350ft.)
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ANONYMOUS JAN 29, 2021 09:12PM

ANONYMOUS JAN 28, 2021 12:30AM

Pretty, pretty, pretty good

Disc Golf

Looks like the overall ratio of conservation/open meadow space to activities areas is

It would be great to have a disc golf course. It does not cost much money and could use

reasonable, and should preserve an open, nature-centric atmosphere. However, I agree
with others that you're trying to do too much. Speci cally, I believe the "community
events" items (amphitheatre/concert venue) should be kept in town. I think the

the existing trail systems.

garden/pollinator area is a great idea and we should do all we can to expand those types
of eco-conscious ideas.

ANONYMOUS JAN 28, 2021 01:49PM

--J Horst
1/29/2021

Golf Course

ANONYMOUS JAN 29, 2021 05:39PM

Finding an investor to purchase the property and make it a golf course again would
eliminate the need for the city to redevelop Wake eld Valley. Well-managed golf
courses can provide valuable habitat for wildlife and are ecofriendly.

As someone who recently moved into this area off Mulligan La. and raising small
children, I'd like my kids to have great memories of spending lots of outdoor time
together here over the years - walking, riding bikes, picnicking in the pavilions, shing

ANONYMOUS JAN 28, 2021 12:30AM

in the ponds, playing on the playgrounds, sledding and throwing a ball around in the
open elds. We already use this area for walking, biking, and shing, but I've always been

Open Space

frustrated that although we live so close (0.3 mi), we haven't been able to walk there.
Having to put kids & bikes in the car to drive around to Bell Rd has limited our use and

Open space that protects the environment and gives people access to it. A naturalist to
maintain the area and continue its natural growth.

we de nitely will use it more frequently with the new access point near Westcliff. I am
excited about the revitalization of this space and plan to use it frequently in the years to
come!

ANONYMOUS JAN 28, 2021 01:06AM

ADA Accessible Nature Trails
A place where Carroll County can showcase the biodiversity of wildlife that calls the old
Wake eld Valley Golf Course home. Displays boards with information on what people
should look for to view the wildlife could be placed along the trails that were ADA
accessible so everyone has the opportunity
to enjoy the wildlife.

※※※※※※
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Question 3
Dream Big: If there were no constraints…what do you think the community
could benefit from 25 years from now at Wakefield Valley Park
Responses received by post-it note at the in-person meeting on January 27, 2021.
1. Encourage a restaurant to use existing buildings.
2. Restaurant at old clubhouse location
3. Large ponds/bodies of water
4. Large bodies of water
5. Enlarge ponds!
6. No need for a dog park to be contracted. Its already a dog park
a. Lol yes, you’re right!
7. Artificial turf fields, currently non existing in Carroll County
8. A mtb (mountain bike) race venue/practice venue for the Maryland Interscholastic Cycling
league
9. 6 pickle ball courts

88’

128’

Fence
Lights

10. A restoration of the clubhouse and the Durbin House
11. 18 golf course make $
12. Add a healing garden -a walking labyrinth -quiet designated areas for yoga/meditation and drive
around area to do ease of access and Carroll’s own Christmas Light Display
13. Area for outside yoga classes
14. Develop enough trail to attract a NICA (national interscholastic cycling association) event which
could bring 1200 people over a weekend and provide $20k-$30k in economic benefit while
providing 2-4 miles of multi-use trails that could be used year-round and possibly become part
of a larger trail system connecting Westminster to together Carroll County Trails.
15. A natural area with native hardwoods and other plants will inspire future generations.
16. Westminster is falling behind in areas for youth sports expanding organizations trying to provide
for area youth need more fields. This need will continue to grow over time. Current programs
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support hundreds of kids. I’d love to see the City develop nice sport complexes for softball and
football.
17. A family environment
18. Maintain trails and open space and woods. Do not fill all spaces with buildings.
19. An “Oregon Park” type amphitheater/picnic concert area
20. Connection with Adams Mill/Roops Mill to New Windsor via trail system & through Hashawa 25
years from now.
21. An environment that focuses on the natural needs.
22. A family friendly and open space with plenty of free activities.
23. Outdoor classrooms
24. Indoor classrooms
25. Educational center -research, experimentation, life-long learning
26. Do something with clubhouse, community center?
27. Restoring Durbin House to be used for educational purposes.
28. Learning center about animals and plants in park
29. Active use of the clubhouse -events
30. Restoring the Durbin House
31. STEM or STEAM research and learning facility.
32. Double parking lot to 20 cars for annex lots
33. Garden areas -botanical
34. Pickleball is the fastest growing sport in the country. And its growing significantly and still young
in the area.
35. Something that would be a significant tourist attraction such as botanical gardens, or an outdoor
musical venue. People who come would shop on Main Street, eat at our restaurants, etc.
36. Natural parkland/woodland walking paths to be enjoyed.
37. There are no dedicated pickleball courts in Carroll County for the fastest growing sport in the
country.
38. World class disc golf course for the benefit of the community and our tourist industry.
39. 18-hole disc golf great exercise family activity.
40. Enhanced conference center
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41. The income potential is huge for the future.
42. Renovate the clubhouse to open as wedding venue or dance hall -ballroom or swing.
43. Nature reforestation
44. Natural landscaping
45. Ballfields
46. Peaceful place to exercise and enjoy.
47. Is there an ice rink or a roller rink Carroll County?
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Thank you for the opportunity to give input into the planning of the Wakefield Valley Park! I watched the video
from the December meeting and I thought that instead of waiting for the January 27 meeting, I would just send
you a couple ideas.
My use of the former golf course has been limited to running and walking. I understand that there is much more
that could be done for the park, and adding pavilions and ballfields sounds like a good idea. But I think that I will
limit my comments to usage ideas related to the activities that I currently do.
1) As you may know, the current trails are breaking down through lack of maintenance and erosion. It would be
great if something could be done to restore them.
2) In 2019, for a significant portion of the year, a significant portion of the trail system (100-meter stretches at
several places) were under water and not easily bypassable. It would be great if some kind of water control system
(or rerouting of trails to higher ground) could be done.
3) While I believe you are thinking about how to deal with the portion of the park that is on city property, please
remember that the usefulness of most of the trails is contingent on the rest of the trail located on country
property. At a minimum, please keep them connected, even if you cannot improve trails on county property.
4) I'm grateful for the port-a-potty currently on the site. It would be nice if there were year round access to real
toilets and if possible, real drinking water. If not possible, please don't get rid of the port-a-potty.
5) It would be great if the Blue Trail could be restored -- the one that loops around the pond near the current
entrance off of Bell Road (though it is not so bad having to walk on the grass for most of the trail).
6) I wonder if it would be possible to think of a way to reconnect to the trail on the opposite side of Tahoma Farm
Road that is currently locked up?
7) I liked the idea presented in the December meeting of connecting the park trails to the Wakefield Valley Trail.
8) I noticed that a significant number of people from the neighborhood walk onto the golf course from Bell Road.
Perhaps some kind of connection there could be made.
9) I also wonder whether the trail could connect to Carroll Lutheran Village. The "No Trail" trail (the one that is just
above the Green Trail and is connected to the White Trail and runs adjacent to Bell Road for some distance) is
either on their property or adjacent to it.
10) I wonder if a small parking lot or some kind of access could be opened up from Old New Windsor Road by the
barn?
Thanks for listening to my thoughts!
Tim
************************************************************
Tim Thomas
WowGod.org DevotedHeart.org
dr.tim.thomas@gmail.com
Skype: timothy.s.thomas
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-------- Original message -------From: kchest4@verizon.net
Date: 1/16/21 11:29 AM (GMT-05:00)
To: WakefieldComment@westgov.com
Subject: park comment
Hello, I am a Westminster resident who has some ideas about what I would like to see at the new
Wakefield Park.
1. Support the idea that upkeep of the trees and plantings and trails should be top priority.
2. Would love to see plantings that are good for the environment, and gardens and composting as
education for the public, people have fallen in love
with gardens and wildlife again.
3. Have lived in other cities where public park has refreshment areas with child care so parents came
come and exercise or socialize with friends, not
unlike at the Family Center Gym.
4. Would love to see a path where residents could walk or bike from Westminster downtown to the
park.
5. Planting of well chosen trees that are labeled.
Thanks, Katie Chester

Hello,
My name is Mike Jordan. I live on Medinah Circle in Westminster.
I am writing because I am concerned that there is a lack of distributed information on the “Wakefield Valley Master Plan”.
When I look to the city’s website for the information I find only old out-dated information.
I have listened to the past few city council meetings on-line which is where I first heard of the city’s intent to move forward on
this project. I went to the city website and found only information from 2015 or 2016 about this project
(https://www.westminstermd.gov/418/Wakefield-Valley-Task-Force). I did find the January 27th meeting notice here
(https://www.westminstermd.gov/CivicAlerts.aspx?AID=548) but I cannot find what the current iteration of the master plan is.
I further noted that the meeting is NOT listed on the calendar of meetings on the city’s website.
As a member of the Stone Valley of Avondale Community Association, adjacent to the Wakefield property, I also am
concerned that we have not been individually contacted about this project or it’s meetings.
I understand that there was a previous meeting about the task force, but I/we were unaware of this and thus did not attend
or watch it.
I would like to have a copy of the current plan forwarded to me via email and directed to any other information that may be
current. I would also ask that the city update that outdated section of the website.
As a separate comment, the new(er) website feels clunky and difficult to navigate. Just my humble opinion.
Best Regards,
Mike Jordan
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I've been using the paths for running and waling since it was opened to running.
1 - Like to see the gates open on Tahoma, (i known road parking may be an issue)
2 - A connection trail from CrossBridge Dr/Walking Path to a new park. (east of tahoma, seems
like an un-used section)
3 - re-hab the buildings, turn them into environmental classrooms, maybe a nature center too.
Make it a place for local high school and college students to earn credits for environmental
science, and learn about restoring areas back to native plant species, as there is a large amount
of invading non-native species all over.
4 - Convert some of the grass areas back to forest.
5 - Add some un-paved trails for hiking, running, biking, long enough to maybe hold 5-10k races
- to help fund the comuunity parks.
6 - I see a lot of fishing going on, thats great (i like fishing), but i think these ponds are a bit
small for the amount is see, plus a lot of the ponds lose maybe 50%+ of there water in the
summer. Maybe converting the 2 larger ponds in the middle, into a larger body of water. With
some deeper areas, under-water features, and wet lands. providing the fish safe places, after
the stress of being fished.
7 - if ball fields are added, i suggest no lights. only day time.
8- maybe a disc-golf course.
I know the 1 pond, at the far west end, is in poor shape, and was attempted to be fix
improperly. The dam overflow was installed improperly.
PS-i know this is not part of Wakefield, but i always thought the corn field at Tahoma and 31,
would be a much better place for future sports fields. Better access, and relatively flat.
Thanks for Listening.
Doug
Hello,
After reviewing the master plan drawing I'm disappointed! It didn't address the
continuing problem for space for 2 current programs .
I'm the president of a (WGS) formerly Westminster Jaycee's Girls Softball softball
program. We are over 50 years old! After the 1st meeting I sent a suggestion to add a
football complex (play/practice fields) because currently the Westminster Wildcats
football and cheer program and Westminster Girls Softball are cramped into 1 facility
call Jaycee's park off of Uniontown Road. On this property is a tennis court, basketball
court, 3 softball diamonds, football field, and a concession stand, with bathrooms and
storage sheds. Two of the 3 fields have lights. Softball starts March 15th and ends
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November 14th. Football starts mid July and runs to mid November. Both programs rely
on lights in the fall to hold practices from 6 to 8 pm.
#6 - (2) Multipurpose field do not suggest football with lights needed for fall practices. I
asked for football fields at the end of the last meeting.
# 8 - (2) Little league fields will not accommodate girls fast pitch softball unless its an all
dirt infield. Missing are field lights for evening practices especially in late September,
October and November.
#11 - (Building) Future Field House Should have handicaps men & women bathrooms
with a concession stand for the ball diamonds victors and players.
#12 - Garden could be moved to the left of # 23 Open meadow. #23 could be reduced
to a smaller plot adding a football/soccer/lacrosse field (#6)
Thank you,
Tony Frazetti
Great start. We don’t feel that there is enough open space considering there is a large amount of
wildlife that has returned to the area. This much activity will cause them to move and have car
accidents occur.
We disagree with the proposed baseball fields. One of the parks we go to is Bennett Cerf Park to walk
our dog. We’ve done this for years and very rarely see any activity at the baseball field. If you must
have baseball fields, use that one and move these away from the homes on Blue Swallow Ct. That area
would make a perfect place for a community garden, with easy access to the road coming in. You
should think about adding trees to the open space behind the homes on Blue Swallow Ct, which will also
help you with your WIP (Watershed Implementation) goals. Adding trees there with the walking trail,
will eventually add shade and become a more park-like setting. Also, there is a stream running in that
area that is eroding with sediment causing it to fall in. Planting trees in that area will help the wildlife
with having cool water to drink.
Gay Teada

Hello.....I recently tuned in to your Facebook live stream of the
Wakefield Valley Project.
Excited to hear the positive plans and how receptive you were
to community input. I use the trails several times a week for my
biking workout so trail restoration and adding bikes racks would
be a plus for me. There were many great ideas that were
presented and hopefully those can be can implemented as well.
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Thanks to all for the efforts in putting together the
presentation. I look forward to what comes next.
Marybeth Zyla
Westminster resident
Hi,
We are excited about the Master Plan for the Wakefield Valley Park. We did have a
question/concern. Are the ballfields going to have lights? We are not excited about that idea
but we welcome the other aspects and benefits of cleaning up this area as we are frequent
users. Our backyard backs up to the park.
Thank you!

Good evening,
This email is in response to what is being proposed as part of the Wakefield Master Plan. My name is
James Jones and my address is 806 Ryder Court. My understanding is that the plan is proposing to
expand what was a golf cart path into a wider trail and connect up to the other trails on 31 and then
over to where the old golf course is. I am adamantly opposed to this part of the plan for the following
reasons:
1. For the last 3 years I have maintained the property beyond my property line in an effort to
control the bug population to protect my kids. Who is going to maintain the property when
there is increased foot traffic back there?
2. We already have issues with unauthorized motorbikes, 4 wheelers, etc. riding back there and it
is in no way monitored by anyone. Widening the trail will further increase the likelihood of
increased illegal motorized vehicles.
3. Who is going to pick up the trash?
4. Who is going to remove snow?
5. Who is in charge of maintenance?
6. Effect on the Environment? Basically put a road back there serves no benefit to anyone.
The City can barely handle its day to day workload, I struggle to believe that they can come close to the
maintenance that is going to be needed for this plan as whole. I am willing to speak to anyone that
would like to discuss. My cell phone number is (410)251-8157
Thanks,
James Jones
I watched the January 27 presentation at 7:15 pm on my iPhone. I walk the Wakefield Park paths.
1. Thank you for the emphasis on walking trails. Keep the trails!
2. Open fields and reforestation are good!
3. Open the access from Tahoma Farm Road but don’t encourage parking congestion there. Promote the
main entrance and parking at the entrance off of Bell Road.
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4. Since there is already a ball field on Tahoma Farm Road, one or two additional unlighted ball fields are
enough.
5. Yes, put a large pavilion near the Fenby Farm Road entrance.
6. Keep the dog park away from walking trails and pavilion.
7. Clean up the ponds for fishing.
David Highfield
942 Litchfield Cir. 21158
Eagleview Estates
--

Dave

Hello! I really hope that a disc golf course can be built at Wakefield Valley. There are a huge number of
disc golf enthusiasts in Carroll and specifically Westminster with no course to play. All those people are
traveling to southern PA or down to Howard County. This would be a very heavily used course with tons
of volunteers to help maintain it!
Patrick Noone
443.538.5227
Just wanted to send a quick email requesting an 18 hole disc golf course at the Wakefield New Park
Thanks
James

First, thank you for allowing such an open and transparent process for the public to provide feedback for
the Wakefield Valley Park plan. I appreciate all of the work you are putting into this project and the time
you are taking to seek and consider public input.
I appreciate that this park will serve a diverse group of citizens who have wide ranging interests. I think
it is important to also consider the priorities that citizens shared with you at the first plan. First to
maintain and improve the trails and second to allow access to nature and possible reforestation. The
first plan has too much involved in it and will not allow for those goals to be accomplished.
I live very close to the park and can see how much is it currently being used. A high volume of
individuals and families are using it for walking, hiking, and biking. Fishing, photography, and birding are
also very popular in this park. What you notice most about the people enjoying the park is their interest
in the animal life that has taken back over this area. In a recent meeting for your Parks and Rec Advisory
Counselor, you shared that citizens expressed the desire to tell the story of how nature and wildlife have
taken back over this space and made it back into their habitat. With the amount of development you
are proposing, the deer, fox, owls, hawks, and host of other animals that now call this park home, and
that people are enjoying seeing, will surely leave. People are using this park now, before it is even fully
accessible, and they are enjoying nature that they cannot see anywhere else within our city limits. Why
would we take that away and ruin something that is already working so well?

61

At the very least I would urge you to consider making two important changes to the the plan. First, the
soccer field that is closest to the old maintenance barn needs to be eliminated. The section of the
stream that it is near floods on a regular basis. It is also important to note that when it does flood, the
water rushes quickly and dangerously. This continues sometimes for a few days after the storm is
over. It is not a good idea to concentrate people in this area. Second, before any development takes
place, there needs to be a clear to plan to refurbish the Durbin house and secure the club house. The
Durbin House needs to be protected from any further decline, and both structures need to be
secured to ensure there is no risk to the visiting public.
Again, I appreciate your efforts and work on this project. Thank you for serving the citizens of this city.
Tom Riddle
I live at 54 Blue Swallow Ct and moved here two years ago and pay a ton in taxes to this city. I have
stayed in Westminster despite these insane expenses because of the nature behind my home. It is one
of the narrowest sections of the park between my house and the houses on Fenby Farm Rd and the
trees are vital to the wildlife as well as to us who live here because of the green space behind us. There
are plenty of areas you could put a baseball diamond that isn’t right behind someone’s house. I am
furious to see this in the plan. That would ruin the atmosphere of our home, lower our property value,
bring noise, lights, crowds, etc right to our back yard. I am so upset at this. This cannot be allowed. This
space is a area meant for nature not sports! There is already a baseball diamond down the street! Put
them in another part of town, preferably near schools instead of homes and certainly do not take down
any of our precious trees! They’re not replaceable, take many years to grow. I am sure none of the
homes want this and will petition to stop this. It would ruin one of the nicest neighborhoods in
Westminster.
Sincerely,
Christy Newman
Sent from my iPhone

Please, if you must have sports courts but the baseball diamonds over on the other side of the parking
lot where there are not houses and there’s a big hill for balls to hit and you wouldn’t cut down trees. If
anything we need more trees behind my house at 54 Blue Swallow Court because half of the ones
behind my yard died and were cut down but not replaced and the stream running through my backyard
floods and the city promised to fix it but never did so I have had to work on it some myself. The whole
flow from the pond towards our homes needs more trees to soak up the water flow to prevent flooding
and erosion in our yards. You could fit a soccer field behind the trees by Fenby farm road but none of us
want to look at baseball diamonds and it would severely affect our home values. Do not cut down those
trees along the trail or put baseball diamonds there. Any new structures should only be allowed right by
the clubhouse far from our homes and kept out of sight by trees.
Cory Newman
Sent from my iPhone
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Also, you just can’t have baseball diamonds near houses where balls hit homes or a huge ugly cage has
to be put up to prevent it. If you must have baseball fields they need to back up to the big hill on the
other side of the parking lot. However, why do we need them? The one already on tahoma farm road
rarely gets used. It might be reserved but it’s not used a lot. The city should schedule it more efficiently
so that more people can use the field we have. There is room for another one right off 31 by the current
one. We don’t need them destroying our green space. We need more trees. Also, I hope some of the
playgrounds include equipment for disabled grown children as there are several in our neighborhood.
The large swings for disabled adults and teens would be great. My kids would love a zip line or ropes
course that is part of nature, not sports fields. Sports are everywhere, this is a nature park. Sports
complexes belong elsewhere.
Cory and Christy Newman
54 Blue Swallow Court
Sent from my iPhone

Heather and Abby,
Thank you again for hosting the community input meeting yesterday evening. It was great to learn more
about the approach the designers are taking and how they are moving through the process.
We appreciate the chance to advocate for more bicycle activity consideration within the master plan.
Wishing you both a good close to your week!
Jon
--

Jonathan Posner (he,him,his)|
Co-Founder and Co-League Director
Maryland Interscholastic Cycling League
Catonsville, MD

m 410-804-3803
www.marylandmtb.org

Getting Maryland Kids on Bikes to Teach Equality, Inclusivity, Strong Body, Strong Mind, and Strong Character

Good Evening,
My wife and I strongly oppose, not only the conversion of
Wakefield Valley into a sports complex, but also - in the
case this were to happen - baseball diamonds
directly behind our property.
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This would devalue our property, increase flooding
concerns, remove privacy, open us up to potential property
damage, and completely destroy the entire reason we
moved to this property in the first place - to be close to
nature and have complete privacy behind our home.
Wakefield Valley with a focus on nature preservation, is
something that will draw people to Westminster as a major
benefit for living here. Every morning, afternoon and
evening while taking our daily walks - we see joggers,
people walking their dogs and kids playing in the fields in
a natural environment....this type of scene is all too rare
these days in places with all the other amenities that
Westminster has to offer. It makes this area "have it
all", and that should not be removed.
I would be happy to attend any meetings and advocate for
the preservation of this land. Thank you for your time.
--

Respectfully,
David R. Quesenberry

(Air Force Veteran, MSGT) / MBA /

MS
Address: 50 Blue Swallow Ct. Westminster, MD
21158
Cell: 301-974-1622

Good evening,
My husband and I were fortunate enough to buy our house on Blue Swallow Court after many years of
walking the trails of the former Wakefield Valley Golf Course, We bought this house due to the
beautiful landscapes and nature that we could access from our back yard. I am highly opposed and
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disgusted that the city would want to place baseball fields directly behind our house. The grant money
should be used to plant MORE trees and update and maintain the nature trails, NOT create baseball
fields etc. It is a beautiful sight to see people jogging and biking in nature, not for organized
sports. These plans are exactly the OPPOSITE of what we want for our neighborhood. I think it is a
terrible idea, and I know that most of the community would agree.
Respectfully,
Laura Quesenberry

After reviewing the first iteration of the Wakefield Valley plan, I was disappointed that
community input was largely ignored. The majority of the community wants to maintain the
area as an open space to enjoy nature. I initially wanted the city to find an investor to purchase
the property and make it a golf course once again. Unfortunately, that doesn't seem
plausible. At this point then, I am going to strongly advocate for the property to remain an
open space. I use the trails frequently, and love the peacefulness there. Bringing in sports
fields and a concert venue takes away from the serenity and the natural habitat which currently
exist at Wakefield. The parking lot and entrance, existing trail system, and buildings definitely
need refurbished along with the current fishing pier and overall maintenance of the area. Also,
I'm very concerned about a hike in city taxes for maintaining these ideas that were proposed in
the first plan. City taxes are already astronomical compared to county taxes. I DO NOT want a
tax hike to pay for a plan the majority of the community did not vote for. This plan is too much
like the proposed ideas from several years ago which the community rejected. The second
iteration needs to eliminate anything that brings noise and pollution to the area (ball fields,
concert venue, soccer field, etc...). I hope these factors are taken into consideration when
working on the second iteration of the master plan.
Thank you for your hard work and effort on this project.
Sincerely,
Kristin Stull
Hello,
I'd like to make some comments about the questions posed in the meeting on January 27th, as well
as some more general thoughts about the park. I posted my responses in padlet, but as I believe that
was mostly for live comments during the meeting, I thought I would also send my comments here.
First, here are my responses to the questions:
1. Only include fields for non-organized sports. It seems most people want the primary focus to be
on keeping open space and activities to be shared with family/friends. Improving the hiking trails for
walking/biking, adding fishing piers and pavilions, and even disc golf, playgrounds, and sledding hill
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are nice activities that people can share when they visit the park. Having organized sports will
increase traffic on Tahoma farm and the surrounding roads. However, I do think the access point on
Tahoma Farm near Westcliff is a great idea, as it allows people in our neighborhoods off Tahoma
farm and the Greens to access the park by walking/biking instead of having to drive around to Bell
Rd.
2. The majority of the top public comments include making improvements on the already existing
trail system/parking areas and having green space that can be enjoyed with walking, biking, rental
pavilions, nature education, and fishing. Of the additional items, I think disc golf also fits well into
this green space idea, as it takes little to set up and already fits into the original design of the
property as a golf course. Playgrounds at the edges of the park are great for families and still allow
the main area to remain as a natural area.
3. As someone who recently moved into this area off Mulligan La. and raising small children, I'd like
my kids to have great memories of spending lots of outdoor time together here over the years walking, riding bikes, picnicking in the pavilions, fishing in the ponds, playing on the playgrounds,
sledding and throwing a ball around in the open fields. We already use this area for walking, biking,
and fishing, but I've always been frustrated that although we live so close (0.3 mi), we haven't been
able to walk there. Having to put kids & bikes in the car to drive around to Bell Rd has limited our
use, and we definitely will use it more frequently with the new access point near Westcliff. I am
excited about the revitalization of this space and plan to use it frequently in the years to come!
I'm not completely opposed to sports fields; however, I feel as though most of the comments I've
seen have been in favor of keeping mostly environmental space. There is the slight concern of
increased traffic on Tahoma Farm- a road we often walk that already has too much speeding. I also
think the amphitheater would be a great community gathering space if it were used for familyfriendly music concerts/plays in early evenings weekly over the summer or some other similar
community, family-oriented events. However, I imagine those who directly back to the park may not
be a fan of the noise this may create. I would not want to have frequent concerts or really large
groups of people late at night.
My greatest interest, no matter what is put into the park, is to have the access point along Tahoma
Farm near Westcliff. We live so close (at the corner of Mulligan and Berkshire) but to access the park
we must put our 4 kids in the car, load up 6 bikes and drive a mile to the entrance on the other side.
Even if nothing was added, just putting the entrance where we could walk/bike from our house
would greatly increase our ability to use the space for walking, biking and fishing. We also really
enjoy disc golf. Since this takes minimal effort to set up, and is a relatively "quiet" activity, usually
with small groups of friends playing together, I feel this would still fit in with the idea of keeping
most of the part green/environmental space. It certainly is already set up for this being a former golf
course!
I look forward to whatever is decided for this space and plan to use it with our family for many years!
Thank you,
Tiffany Bianchi
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Good Morning,
I just took a look at the draft master plan for Wakefield and wanted to let you know how much I love
it!! Despite some of the comments I have seen saying you are not listening to the community, I believe
you have! Wholeheartedly. There is still so much open green space and the trails are amazing. You
were able to accommodate other things the community is interested in like sports fields and entertainment
areas in a very centralized area. I love all the extra entrances to the park and parking. I live across the
street in Eagleview Estates and very much enjoy walking through the trails now with my family. I see the
upgrades you are suggesting as much needed and perfect for our community. Reminds me a small bit of
Baker park in Frederick, with the bandshell. I really hope this plan works out! Thank so much for taking
the time to involve our thoughts and opinions.
Best,
Rebecca Santiago-McPeak
31 Live Oak Ct.

Hi,
I would love a disc golf course at Wakefield Valley.
I understand you are looking for feedback on your plan to refurbish the old golf course at Wakefield
Valley and that disc golf is being considered. I live in the area and regularly play disc golf at the local
courses, which are getting busier and busier in the past year in particular, since it's such a great outdoor
activity. My friends and I would really appreciate if you would include a disc golf course there.
Here is a market research report about the growth of disc golf pre-COVID, which was strong:
shorturl.at/twFPY
During COVID, disc golf has grown even faster than that with a spike in disc sales detailed by this online
distributor: shorturl.at/dnuDZ
Thanks for considering disc golf at this location.
Best,
EJ

Hi,
I would love a disc golf course at Wakefield Valley.
I understand you are looking for feedback on your plan to refurbish the old golf course at
Wakefield Valley and that disc golf is being considered. I live in the area and regularly play disc
golf at the local courses, which are getting busier and busier in the past year in particular, since
it's such a great outdoor activity. My friends and I would really appreciate if you would include
a disc golf course there.
Here is a market research report about the growth of disc golf pre-COVID, which was strong:
shorturl.at/twFPY
During COVID, disc golf has grown even faster than that with a spike in disc sales detailed by
this online distributor: shorturl.at/dnuDZ
Thanks for considering disc golf at this location.

67

-Mark J Tyrrell
theroadsplit@gmail.com
443-995-9894(m)
To Whom it May Concern,
Please consider creating a disc golf course in the Wakefield Valley area. I am a local (Manchester), and
my friends and I would love to have a new course to play!
Sincerely,
David Bradshaw
Hi,
I would love a disc golf course at Wakefield Valley.
I understand you are looking for feedback on your plan to refurbish the old golf course at Wakefield
Valley and that disc golf is being considered. I live in the area and regularly play disc golf at the local
courses, which are getting busier and busier in the past year in particular, since it's such a great outdoor
activity. My friends and I would really appreciate if you would include a disc golf course there.
I think you will find that a disc golf course is a very appropriate use of the land and one that can be
shared with other uses such as walking paths and habitat development for wildlife.
Thanks for considering disc golf at this location.

Hi,
I would love a disc golf course at Wakefield Valley.
I understand you are looking for feedback on your plan to refurbish the old golf course at Wakefield
Valley and that disc golf is being considered. I live in the area and regularly play disc golf at the local
courses, which are getting busier and busier in the past year in particular, since it's such a great outdoor
activity. My friends and I would really appreciate if you would include a disc golf course there.
Here is a market research report about the growth of disc golf pre-COVID, which was strong:
[shorturl.at/twFPY](http://shorturl.at/twFPY?fbclid=IwAR3tHQTpzwuWtlpCxkaWbFpJSPRLtEFw8hF6jFU7RFvIZJTKeKZVl0vzjY)
During COVID, disc golf has grown even faster than that with a spike in disc sales detailed by this online
distributor:
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[shorturl.at/dnuDZ](http://shorturl.at/dnuDZ?fbclid=IwAR3VLdrhymhmLzvpfieQTsc79ELcTmXtFYBbpySarPa3LF5LUohOiazjRw)
Thanks for considering disc golf at this location.

Would love to see a new disc golf course put in place into Westminster!
If its nice enough, thats easily something that could be a pay to play destination.

Hello,
I heard you are considering putting in a new disc gold course in Westminster. I would really enjoy a
meeting course in the area as I am a local to that area. Well I live in eldersburg but would gladly travel to
Westminster weekly to play at a different course. If you have any questions or I can help in any way
please feel free to reach out. Thank you!
Brian Hurline
Sent from my iPhone
To whom it may concern,
I am Will Dobrzykowski, a professional disc golfer from Eldersburg, Maryland. I have been playing disc
golf for 6 years now and have recently seen a high spike in players counts at the courses in Carroll
County. I would say that the amount of active players in this area is at least 4 times as many from a year
ago. With this boom in the amount of players it makes the local courses get to congested and
overcrowded, making it take almost twice as long to play a casual round and near impossible to get a
good practice session in. When I heard the possibility of a course in Westminster, where I go to college, I
was very excited to say the least. A new course in Carroll County is exactly what we need as a
community to grow and make the sport more enjoyable. If there are any questions you have about disc
golf or course design please let me know, I would love to help.
Will

Dear Planning CommitteIt would be GREAT to have a disc golf course at Wakefield Valley.
Disc golf is a great game that is growing by leaps and bounds and it would be a benefit to many,
many people all around the area would love to get outside and play.
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It is inexpensive, so pretty much anyone can get the equipment, and the courses take almost no
upkeep-ESPECIALLY when compared to a ball golf course.
Many courses get very crowded now that the game has grown so popular, Wakefield would
undoubtedly be greatly in demand and used by lots of people.
Thank you for considering this as you assess the possibilities....

Tim Brennan
I would like to voice my support for the inclusion of a disc golf course at Wakefield Valley Park.
My friends and I regularly drive 30-60 minutes to play quality disc golf courses across Maryland and in
the neighboring states. Westminster is an excellent location to frequent with its many shops and
restaurants. The Play It Again Sports shop is also well known as a seller of disc golf discs.
Disc golf is sometimes called “the biggest sport no one has heard about”, but that is changing. The
pandemic has made disc golf, an outdoor activity with easy social distancing, boom in popularity. At
the Druid Hill course in Baltimore, where I regularly play, the weekends now see double to triple
the number of parents and kids playing together as we saw before the pandemic. Other courses have
seen similar growth, and there is a need for more places for this family-friendly sport.
If you do include a disc golf course, please engage an experienced designer for the course. The best
courses include easy to hard options on every hole to appeal to the casual players as well as the
experienced players seeking a challenge. Like golf courses, multiple tees and/or multiple baskets can
create an enjoyable round for juniors, college students, families, and seniors.
I note that I started playing in my 50s, and have found disc golf a wonderful hobby with fresh air,
walking through a natural setting, and the capacity to continue for decades.
Thank you for your consideration of my thoughts.
Frank Summers
Baltimore County resident

To whom it may concern,
My family and I would love a disc golf course at Wakefield Valley.
I understand you are looking for feedback on your plan to refurbish the old golf course at Wakefield
Valley and that disc golf is being considered. I live in the area and regularly play disc golf at the local
courses, which are getting busier and busier in the past year in particular, since it's such a great outdoor
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activity. My friends and I would really appreciate if you would include a disc golf course there. I
regularly take my kids out to play with me as well. My daughter is a student of Westminster Elementary
and my son will be too next year! We would love to have a nice course close to home.!!!
Here is a market research report about the growth of disc golf pre-COVID, which was strong:
shorturl.at/twFPY
During COVID, disc golf has grown even faster than that with a spike in disc sales detailed by this online
distributor: shorturl.at/dnuDZ
Thanks for considering disc golf at this location.
Thank you
The Kfoury Family
Hi, I live in Howard County and have relatives in Carrol County. Disc Golf is a wonderful, inexpensive, low
impact sport that is ideal for all age groups. It can be played by yourself or in groups up to four. A good
course is designed to be played in under 2 hours for 18 holes and can provide up to three miles of
light/moderate exercise.
The County would appreciate the low costs associated with maintaining a disc golf course.
Thanks for considering Disc Golf at Wakefield.
Tom Paxton
Columbia, MD

Hi,
I would love a disc golf course at Wakefield Valley.
I understand you are looking for feedback on your plan to refurbish the old golf course at Wakefield
Valley and that disc golf is being considered. I live in the area and work as a teacher at Century High
school. I regularly play disc golf at the local courses, which are getting busier and busier in the past year
in particular, since it's such a great outdoor activity. My friends and I would really appreciate it if you
would include a disc golf course there.
Here is a market research report about the growth of disc golf pre-COVID, which was strong:
shorturl.at/opzO1
During COVID, disc golf has grown even faster than that with a spike in disc sales detailed by this online
distributor: shorturl.at/fgERZ
Thanks for considering disc golf at this location.
Peter Hudak
I understand that The town of Westminster, MD is looking for feedback on its plan to refurbish an old
golf course, Wakefield Valley.
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I am a resident of Hamilton Virginia and would be delighted to see another golf course turned into a disc
golf course. I would certainly travel to Westminster to play it and spend my dollars for breakfast, lunch,
and dinner at local establishments when I am there.
There are any number of reasons to consider it aside from revenue but I realize this is probably a driving
factor. So how about cost savings? Disc golf courses do not need the intense chemical applications of
herbicides and pesticides that golf courses do. So you would save money right when considering one
alternative of re-establishing a golf course. The demographics of disc golf support this sport as a
growing trend nationwide. Those of us who join the Professional Disc Golf Association (though we are
amateurs) is a proxy for the larger growth of the sport:
https://www.pdga.com/pdga-documents/demographics-current/2019-pdga-combined-demographicsgrowth-charts
Disc golf growth in our own Northern Virginia community has exploded as families look for healthy
outdoor activities that are inexpensive and safe during Covid-19. We see traffic from Maryland players
on our local courses all the time. Why not cater to the existing demand?
Kind Regards,
John Iliff
Hamilton, Virginia
Chairman, LoCo Disc Golf Club
https://www.locodiscgolf.com/

We listened to the proposed draft and want to know why you insist on having baseball fields - TWO OF
THEM - behind houses on Blue Swallow Ct. Why can't you enlarge the proposed parking lot off Old New
Windsor and put them in that area? As you can see, unlike all the noise and impact areas that are going
to affect Blue Swallow, you are only proposing to reforest that area? Reforest behind Blue
Swallow! There is plenty of area that would benefit from trees and it would help your WIP goal. There
are linear activities that can be planned on that space vs the ball fields. Put frisbee golf there. At least
that will stay pretty much as a green space. You are negatively impacting our home values with this
proposal. It was mentioned that you want to have everything around the clubhouse because people
don't want to walk far to get to activities. Isn't exercising the whole goal of activities???
Hi,
I would love a disc golf course at Wakefield Valley.
I understand you are looking for feedback on your plan to refurbish the old golf course at Wakefield
Valley and that disc golf is being considered. I live in the area and regularly play disc golf at the local
courses, which are getting busier and busier in the past year in particular, since it's such a great outdoor
activity. My friends and I would really appreciate if you would include a disc golf course there.
Here is a market research report about the growth of disc golf pre-COVID, which was strong:
shorturl.at/opzO1
During COVID, disc golf has grown even faster than that with a spike in disc sales detailed by this online
distributor: shorturl.at/fgERZ
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Thanks for considering disc golf at this location.

Hello,
There is a rumor you are considering a new disc golf course on the grounds of an old golf course,
Wakefield Valley. The sport has really started grow over the past couple years. ESPN broadcast one of
the Majors for 2020. A professional level disc golf course in Maryland would attract a lot of attention.

Here is a market research report about the growth of disc golf pre-COVID, which was
strong: shorturl.at/twFPY
During COVID, disc golf has grown even faster than that with a spike in disc sales detailed by
this online distributor: shorturl.at/dnuDZ
Thank you for considering the sport!
V/R
Watson

Dear planning committee,
I’d like to submit my support for the plan to develop the old Wakefield Valley golf course into a disc golf
course. I like in Baltimore and regularly travel an hour or more to visit disc golf courses in the
surrounding area, frequently visiting local businesses in the area (gas stations, restaurants, bars).
Disc golf is a great, inclusive sport that is easily accessible to people of every age and ability, promoting
physical and mental health. I’m a public health professional, and disc golf is one of the few bright spots
that has kept me going throughout the COVID-19 pandemic.
The disc golf community in Maryland is passionate, and if Wakefield Valley becomes a disc golf course,
you will find strong advocates and allies to help make this dream a reality.
Thank you for your consideration.
Eamon Flynn
Baltimore, MD
Good morning,
Please make a disc golf course at Wakefield valley.
Thanks,
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Hello,
I just wanted to write in and mention that I think creating a disc golf course at Wakefield Valley would
be amazing. Me and many of my friends travel around the state looking to play at the fantastic courses
Maryland has to offer and this would be another world class addition.
Thanks for your consideration.
Joey
Good morning. I was unable to access the virtual boards, so my responses to the questions are below.
1. Replace the open lawn with forested area or pollinator gardens. Open lawn requires regular
maintenance, is not good for the environment, and rarely gets used, as evidenced by the lack of use of
the open lawn around Wakefield Valley Trail. An alternative would be to have members of the
community and local businesses donate a tree or other plant to fill in the open lawn and create a
public display of the names of those who have donated. This would not only reduce cost, it would also
increase community engagement and sense of ownership, which may decrease park misuse.
2. Not applicable. I didn't attend or view the first meeting.
3. Make all of the playgrounds natural playgrounds to keep in line with the nature theme and increase
exposure to nature, which has many benefits for people now and in the future. Natural playgrounds are
sensory-rich and promote imagination, creativity, and problem solving more than a traditional
playground. Examples of playgrounds can be found at the following links:
https://www.naturalplaygrounds.ca/, https://childhoodbynature.com/the-big-deal-about-natureplaygrounds/. Additional information on the benefits of natural playgrounds can be found in works by
Scott Sampson, Richard Louv, David Sobel, and Douglas Tallamy.
Additional unsolicited idea: Consider having story walks along the trails. It helps promote trail use by
families with young children (an example can be found at the following link:
https://www.nar.realtor/blogs/spaces-to-places/storybook-trails-where-kids-can-walk-and-learn-at-thesame-time).
Thank you for including the public in these decisions.
Christine Gallo, MS, PMP, MN (Maryland Master Naturalist)
443-536-3026
Good afternoon,
I would love a disc golf course at Wakefield Valley.
I understand you are looking for feedback on your plan to refurbish the old golf course at Wakefield
Valley and that disc golf is being considered. I live in the area and regularly play disc golf at the local
courses, which are getting busier and busier in the past year in particular, since it's such a great outdoor
activity. My friends and I would really appreciate if you would include a disc golf course there.
Thank you for considering disc golf at this location.
Brian Gicking
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I would like to more fully explain my thoughts about these plans. I am excited that the city got a grant to
improve this park space. I hope that you respect the lives of us who live there and are city tax payers
while many right down the street are not city tax payers.(perhaps someone could also address why only
a few of us are in the city limits instead of the whole town of Westminster? If city utilities are run to
your house and the city maintains the roads and businesses and parks near you, you are in the city and
should be paying the taxes as well. I was shocked when I moved here and saw the map of Westminster
vs the area officially taxed as Westminster.)
The purpose of this land has always been to be a great green space where activities to appreciate nature
can take place. Golf, hiking, walking dogs, kids playing, observing nature and wildlife, etc are great for
the body and soul. We bought our home specifically for this reason. I have four young adult children
with muscular dystrophy and autism spectrum disorder. They can’t do some things but they can walk
and enjoy nature. Our walks are key to our mental and physical well being. Our time in our backyard is
very important for relaxing and rejuvenating. We bought our home specifically because of the house
being in a beautiful area of nature and quiet. This is why so many of us live in Carroll County even
though work is an hour away. The commute is worth getting away from crowds and hustle and bustle.
The park already gets used a lot and will even more if you just improve and repair what is there. The
trails and the fishing ponds and parking lot being improved along with multiple access points would
bring more enjoyment and more people. Picnic pavilions seem to fit this type of facility but sports courts
do not and even playground equipment takes away from the feel. To me it’s a space more like Bear
Branch nature center and sports courts and playground equipment belong elsewhere.
I’m also concerned about the history of the property and the old Durbin House. How does surrounding it
with sports courts preserve the historic integrity? A nice community garden would make more sense
and there is a field of milkweed that attracts a lot of butterflies each year. Perhaps a butterfly sanctuary
and nature posts and information better suit the area? I think so. Benches and exercise stations along
the trail make sense. Stocking the fishing ponds makes sense. A city botanical garden makes sense.
Sports courts do not.
If however, the majority of those making these decisions do not agree with no sports courts, I beg that
you please not put any right behind my backyard or anyone else’s backyard. There is plenty of room for
such things over by the clubhouse. The area between Blue Swallow Ct where I live and the people who
live on Fenby Farm Road is not very wide and none of us want to see baseball diamonds or a road put in
there. I have gone door to door and spoken with everyone and they are all outraged by this idea of
cutting down established trees and putting in baseball diamonds and a road. This would severely lower
our property values and take away the reasons we all live there. Is the city going to buy out all of our
property value loss?! You could put more baseball diamonds over at Kate Wagner park which is
surrounded by forest space and not homes. We do not want to look at baseball diamonds or a road in
our backyard and it brings many safety hazards. We could get hit by balls or our kids could get hit by cars
walking to the fishing pond. Soccer fields could fit without cutting down trees or building ugly fences.
Our HOA doesn’t even allow fences but you want to put up ugly fencing for baseball. It’s just not
acceptable. The other side of the parking lot by the clubhouse is surrounded by land someone else owns
and a big hill. If you must have unattractive sports courts please put them over there and plant lots of
trees to block the sight of them.
There is a criminal risk adding so many things at one location brings and I would like to know what will
be done to prevent this from becoming a crime problem like the Jaycee park has become. There are a lot
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of drug deals and such going on in the Jaycee park area. The church next to that park has had to really
beef up security. We do not want a bunch of crime brought to our neighborhood or a ton of traffic.
Having little parking spaces at several points around the park make sense but not a road cutting through
it. Going over to Bell Road to get to the main park helps alleviate the busy traffic tahoma farm already
gets. There is already a speeding problem. We need speed humps and nothing more to add traffic.
An urgent need long neglected by the city despite our calls has been the management of the water flow
and land in this area. Our backyards on Blue Swallow Court are often flooded and this needs to be fixed
before anything is built on this property. The land and water flow need proper management. We need a
lot more trees and shrubs and the water better managed. I’ve been told for years that they’re gonna
come address the water problems in my and my neighbors yards but they haven’t. They did come cut
down dead trees but haven’t planted new ones. There is no buffer between my yard and the park when
there should be groves of trees out there. The wildlife is amazing. A viewing stand would be a nice fit for
our park to observe all the different birds and deer and other wildlife. Some beds of wildflowers would
help the wildlife as well as more cattails around parts of ponds. The one swampy cattail pond is home to
a ton of frogs. It’s really cool to hear them and watch them hop in the water as you walk by. I have
watched two young deer grow up in this park. I have seen owls, hawks, eagles, herons, and hundreds of
other birds. We have foxes, groundhogs, rabbits, squirrels etc that call this land home as well as all the
people and pets who walk out here regularly. Sports bring noise and crowds which are not in harmony
with this area. Let those wanting a sports complex build one by their home not ours. School grounds are
actually where all these sports fields belong or a designated sports only complex that is not near homes.
But please take care of the land and water issues before anything else and plant more trees!
Thank you,
The Newman Family
Cory, Christy, Lidia(23), Aiden(21), Tristan(18) and Avery (16)

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on the Wakefield Valley park presentation.
The whole idea of a park type of setting is very appealing... all of the neighbors that I spoke with agree
that the open space low key park setting would be most welcome.
The only proposal that we would all like not to see happen is the soccer fields and baseball fields. These
fields could possibly bring people from outside Westminster, more traffic, noise and possible
carelessness and improper use of the area. The additional traffic is a major concern of homeowners
living on or near the streets near additional proposed park access... with additional traffic comes
possible speeding which would impact those who live in the areas, especially children as many ride
along the roads nearby.
This was also a major concern of the surrounding community members when the last proposal was
reviewed by the public, even though you indicated that there would be no lights. There is also the
maintenance of the fields, additional trash, etc.
Let’s be honest, most if not all of the home owners who live nearby Wakefield Valley do not want to
have sport fields that close to their homes, I being one of them.
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I hope that you will reconsider the addition of sport fields to the park project. All of the other ideas are
wonderful. A low key park setting with all of the walking trails and open space would be a great addition
to the area.
Thank you, I appreciate your time.
Judy Powers
443-841-0416

An idea for the park is a backyard habitat that is a demonstration site featuring native species where
visitors can learn how to install in their own backyards to benefit wildlife.
Another idea is a butterfly garden with plantings to attract butterflies such as monarchs.
Maybe some bluebird houses as well.
Picnic area with pavilion(s) by the parking lot.
Liuda Galinaitis
____________________________________________________________

Greetings,
I feel placing a Disc Golf coarse at Wakefield Valley is a great idea to consider.
Disc Golf is one of the fastest growing sports being played by armatures and pros
alike. The sport is played by a passionate group of people who love the game, the
community and the outdoors. The passion of the players is shown by the way we not
only enjoy playing, but enjoy keeping the courses clear and clean. Clear of debris from
storms or other acts of nature. Clean by picking up the litter left behind
by....well.....people who are just plain rude!
You will find that the disc golf community to be filled with the kind and encouraging
type. We encourage those who are new and perhaps hesitant to play, to just give it a
try. Our motto is grow the sport! We are kind in the sense that, well, if we find a lost
disc, we are sure to make an effort to return it to the rightful owner. A simple name and
phone number on the disc with a sharpie will put that effort into action.
I also know, that local business would benefit from a disc golf course. My buddies
and I are always looking for a new place to grab a bite after a round. Or perhaps grab a
round after a round. ;)
I could go on and on about this simple sport. I wish to not bore you with details and
ramblings. But I will say, and I truly mean this, the game of disc golf has changed my
life. It has enhanced relationships and started new friendships that I would not have if I
had not had a place to play the game.
Will you help us GROW THE SPORT?!?
Blessings,
Tim Speier
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Abby + Heather:
Just watched the video from meeting #2. Curious if that means my concept is dead in the water? Or, if I
can maintain my proposal via the 'dream big' bucket of comments and thoughts? Obviously, fingers
crossed. And again, wouldn't be looking for city funding, etc.
Thank you both so much either way. Truly appreciate the open forum. And, know you've been working
hard on it for sure.
Matt
Hi, my name is Robert
I would love a disc golf course at Wakefield Valley.
I understand you are looking for feedback on your plan to refurbish the old golf course at Wakefield
Valley and that disc golf is being considered. I live in the area and regularly play disc golf at the local
courses, which are getting busier and busier in the past year in particular, since it's such a great outdoor
activity. My friends and I would really appreciate if you would include a disc golf course there.
Here is a market research report about the growth of disc golf pre-COVID, which was strong:
shorturl.at/opzO1 During COVID, disc golf has grown even faster than that with a spike in disc sales
detailed by this online distributor: shorturl.at/fgERZ Thanks for considering disc golf at this location.
Sent from my iPhone
To Whom it may concern,
I am writing as a resident of Carroll County (Eldersburg), to highly recommend putting in a disc golf
course on the Wakefield Valley Golf Course site. There are very few disc golf courses in Carroll County
and the sport is gaining in popularity. Disc Golf is an inexpensive sport that the whole family can play.
In addition, disc golf players are notorious for helping to upkeep the course - removing brush, trash, etc.
You cannot go wrong in converting the property to a disc golf course.
Thank you for your consideration,
Dan Dobrzykowski
Sent from my iPhone
RE: Wakefield Property Proposal
The Fenby Farm HOA attended the virtual public hearing on the proposal for the Wakefield Property on
Wednesday January 27th, 2021. Many members of our association have reached out to the Board
regarding their concerns. While some members have reached out directly, we have assembled a unified
statement from the Board.
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As you may be aware, several properties of our association border the Wakefield Property and the plans
released are largely centered in areas that will affect our properties. In fact, the plans seem to affect our
properties disproportionally compared to the other surrounding properties and groups bordering
Wakefield. We have 54 homes in our community with 19 directly bordering Wakefield.
In accordance with the city’s request to provide feedback by February 3, we would like to officially
comment and propose alterations to the plan of the following:

1. Park entrance at Westcliff Ct.: In the past, the Wakefield Property served as a facility for
weddings, banquets, conferences, and golf while also serving as a restaurant and a bar
with an entrance from Bell Road. It was appropriate and sufficient at that time. We are
of the opinion that it remains appropriate and sufficient once repaired and this is the
most suitable option.
a. A second option would be off Old New Windsor Road.
b. A third option would run through the existing lot near the stone furnace, which
already needs redone, and behind the south side of the Durban House.
c. These are the reasons that we would strongly advise against an entrance from
Tahoma Farm Road.
i. This will bring extra traffic to our community that currently does not
exist. Furthermore, the patterns in traffic now already exhibit excessive
speeds despite the traffic signs. Tahoma Farm Road has turned into a cutoff where heavy equipment coming from Taneytown via 140 avoids the
traffic lights at WMC Drive and Rt 31 to proceed further south on 31. The
effect of gravity on these vehicles coming down the hill, contributes to
the speeds.
ii. There is also a proposal where the trail behind Fannies Meadow would be
connected to the city trail. With the additional traffic, there would be an
increased risk of vehicle vs pedestrian incidents with a Tahoma Farm
access point.
iii. Additionally, with a 10-car lot off Tahoma Farm at Westcliff, the
likelihood of vehicles parking on Tahoma Farm itself increases. Already, at
the two ends of fencing on Tahoma Farm, near the green service box at
the base of the hill and at the end of the sidewalk on the west side where
one can get to the course pond (near the drainage pond), multiple cars
are often parked for extended periods of time.
d. In the unfortunate event that Tahoma Farm is eventually selected, we
respectfully request that the entrance is moved further north around Firestone
Rd or Mulligan Lane near the drainage pond. There is an open lot there. A threeway stop should be added at either location. Additionally, we would request
rumble strips or speed bumps along Tahoma Farm near Fannies Meadow and/or
Westcliff to slow traffic down.
2. Location of ballfields and general use fields: The ballfields are too close to the
properties on Blue Swallow Court. We would propose that they be moved further west
from those properties. We would also request that the treelines be maintained and kept
as is to add a degree of separation. We were unsure if they were affected by the plan.

79

With the ballfields and general use fields where they are proposed to be, combined with
the entrance at Westcliff, all traffic will have to revolve very closely around those
properties.
a. It is a baseball “rule” that the line from home, to the pitcher’s mound, to second
base runs on a line running east-northeast. This allows for better vision for the
players, specifically the batters. We would agree with that being the field
orientation as the sounds of players and onlookers cheering or shouting would
be parallel to the Blue Swallow homes.
We appreciate the release of plans before the start of work and are willing to continue a dialog with the
City of Westminster for a plan that works for everyone. We appreciate the efforts of the city council to
keep the park a green space for the community and realize that prudent fiscal actions are needed. It is
our intention to best utilize the space while reasonably preserving the idyllic scenery of our
neighborhood.
Please provide any correspondence to us at the address below.
Sincerely,
Fenby Farm HOA Board of Directors
Fenbyfarmhoawestminster@gmail.com
947 Westcliff Ct.
Westminster, MD 21158
Art Rehn, President
Richard Huss, Treasurer/VP
Gay Teada, Secretary
Sharon Crouse
Bonnie Kuwaya
Steve Tokarz
Don Trainor

Hi,
I have been saying this for YEARS!!!
So excited for this to be considered!
I would love a disc golf course at Wakefield Valley.
I understand you are looking for feedback on your plan to refurbish the old golf course at Wakefield
Valley and that disc golf is being considered. I live in the area and regularly play disc golf at the local
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courses, which are getting busier and busier in the past year in particular, since it's such a great outdoor
activity. My friends and I would really appreciate if you would include a disc golf course there.
Here is a market research report about the growth of disc golf pre-COVID, which was strong:
shorturl.at/opzO1
During COVID, disc golf has grown even faster than that with a spike in disc sales detailed by this online
distributor: shorturl.at/fgERZ
Thanks for considering disc golf at this location.
Thank you,
Sara Sollott
(843)990-6764
I had the opportunity to attend the recent Wakefield Valley Park Community Meeting on January 27
as a representative of the Fenby Farm HOA. I applaud the city’s efforts to make this beautiful
property a centerpiece for community use. I found the majority of the items proposed in the first
draft to be highly appropriate to the area in preserving green open space with numerous linear
activities.
However, there are two items of concern to me. First, placement of the two baseball fields is far too
close to the nearby residences on Blue Swallow Court. If two baseball diamonds are desired in this
plan, they could be located on the backside of the existing parking lot, thus moving them a greater
distance from the residences. Secondly, the addition of a main entrance to the property at Westcliff
Ct. (off of Tahoma Farm Road) is a significant concern. Tahoma Farm splits our residential community
and we already see significant vehicle traffic, much of it exceeding the speed limit. Additionally, there
is truck traffic using Tahoma Farm as a shortcut from Route 31 to Uniontown Road or Route 140. In
the event a final plan does include an added entrance off of Tahoma Farm, it should be located closer
to Firestone Road with a three-way or four-way stop and rumble strips/speed humps added at
locations close to Blue Swallow Court and Fannies Meadow Court.
I am confident the Westminster Common Council will move forward with an approved plan that
benefits the greater Westminster community for generations to come. As part of the plan, I trust
serious consideration will be given to avoid negative impact on the 19 Fenby Farm homeowners who
directly border the Wakefield property.
Sincerely,
Richard Huss
947 Westcliff Ct.
Westminster, MD 21158
rhuss@comcast.net
410-596-1162
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padlet.com/westminsterrec/recreationalopportunitiesandfacilities

Question 3- Recreational Opportunities and/or Facilities
From the list below, please share with us your top 5 priorities for park improvements. Rank in order of importance to you, 1 being the most
important, 5 being the least important. Your input will assist us in prioritizing funding for future rehabilitation and park enhancement efforts.
WESTMINSTERREC MAR 01, 2021 07:11PM

Sports elds de nitely #1!! They are so needed. Then shing pier, dog park, grassy areas

1. I would love to see a disc golf course prioritized.

Bob Peters

Features

1: Disc Golf

6, 4, 9, 10, 7

Christy Newman

Bike Pump Track for mountain bikes and BMX bikes

1. Fishing Piers
2. lawn area (also need places along trails to throw away doggie waste)
3. disc golf
4. small pavillions for casual use
5. playgrounds (the one by the clubhouse preferably with large equipment that parents
can play with small kids or so autistic and otherwise young at heart teens and adults can

Disc Golf
Baseball elds
Fishing piers
Cyclocross races

play)

1. Multi-Purpose Fields

Christine Gallo

2. Small Pavilions
3. Dog Park
4. Lawn Area for Events
5. Fishing Piers

1. Playgrounds
2. Small pavilions for casual use
3. Fishing pier
4. Lawn area for events
5. Dog park

Features
Disc Golf
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In Order: 2, 1, 8, 10, 9

NO SOCCER FIELDS!!!

Jeff Sharp

Multipurpose elds bring noise, crowds, pollution, and unwanted traf c in an otherwise

My top 5 are as follows:

peaceful area. Stock and maintain the ponds (they're usually full of algae) and add more
shing piers. Also, add dog waste bins (as long as they are maintained)

1. Disc Golf
2. Small Pavilions for casual use
3. Fishing Piers
4. Lawn Area for Events
5. Amphitheater

No amphitheater
1. Lawn area for events.
2. Small pavilions for casual use.
3. Fishing piers
4. Disc Golf
5. Playgrounds

※※※※※※

84

padlet.com/westminsterrec/trailsandnaturalareas

Question 2- Trails and Natural Areas, Leave a Comment
From the list below, please share with us your top 5 priorities for park improvements. Rank in order of importance to you, 1 being the most
important, 5 being the least important. Your input will assist us in prioritizing funding for future rehabilitation and park enhancement efforts.
WESTMINSTERREC MAR 01, 2021 07:07PM

Christy Newman

Jeff Sharp

6, 1, 5, 7, 8 I feel the land needs care before anything else. We need dead trees and giant
weeds removed and good plants in place. We need grassy rlds that can be played in

My top 5 are as follows:
1. Trail Improvements/Development park perimeter trails

instead of weeds and more trees to soak up all the rain and proper stream care. One big

2. Trail Improvements/Development park core trails

nice trail around the park would be great for starters, one smooth enough for bike
riding and wide enough for bikes and pedestrians. Historic gardens and a gazebo by the
Durbin House would be great. If the clubhouse can be used great, if not then take it
down.

3. Reforestation/Stream Restoration
4. Durbin House Historic Garden/Viewshed Preservation
5. Pollinator Gardens

Massive Clean Up

Christine Gallo
1. Reforestation/stream restoration 2. Pollinator gardens 3. Natural paths unpaved 4.
Open meadows/native plantings 5. Durbin House historic garden

Dead trees, weeds, and overgrowth need cleaned up throughout the whole park. The
falling down railroad ties need removed. The algae overgrowth in all the ponds needs
addressed.

Trails

1. Natural paths unpaved

6, 5, 8, 1, 7

2. Open Meadows
3. Trail improvements/development core trails
4. Stream Restoration

1, 2, 6, 3, 4 :)

5. Durbin House Historic Garden

Trails
Top ve in order 1, 2, 8, 6, 3

※※※※※※
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padlet.com/westminsterrec/accessandinfrastructure

Question 1- Access and Infrastructure, Leave a Comment
From the list below, please share with us your top 5 priorities for park improvements. Rank in order of importance to you, 1 being the most
important, 5 being the least important. Your input will assist us in prioritizing funding for future rehabilitation and park enhancement efforts.
WESTMINSTERREC MAR 01, 2021 06:41PM

Christy Newman

We need more cycling and walking trails

1. Durbin House reuse or rehab
2. Clubhouse reuse or rehab

Baseball elds
Arti cial turf elds

3. Improved access connection to Wake eld valley switchbacks

Disc Golf course would be perfect at Wake eld Valley

4. Tahoma road crosswalk enhancements
5. Improved connection to WV trails from eastern trails
I do not agree there should be a new road off of Tahoma Farm, would create a lot of
problems in our neighborhood and not safe to be right behind some of our homes, but a

1, 3, 4, 5, 9

small parking lot access point there would be good. The road off Bell has worked for
ages and can continue to with minor improvements. It would be great if the clubhouse
could be put to good use but ok if it has to be removed.

Thanks for doing this!!

Christine Gallo

Rehab the Buildings

1. Improved access bike/pedestrian connection to Wake eld Valley Community Trail

It would be nice to have a public private partnership with a restaurant in the old club
house. Something needs to provide some funds for this project. I would go with this
order. 7,8,9, 4,5

2.Improved access bike/pedestrian connection to St. Andrews Lane
3. Durbin House reuse/rehabilitation
4. Improved access Tahoma Road crosswalk enhancements
5. Improved access bike/pedestrian connection to Carroll Lutheran Village

Access

Priority Order

We live in Blue Swallow Ct. and do not agree with the access road (1) and believe it
would destroy privacy and add unnecessary traf c. People speed down this road often
and this would add more hazardous opportunities. Recommend just sticking with the
small parking lot there with trail access. Thank you.

1. Rehab Durbin House
2. Rehab or demolish the old club house
3. Improved access of the Wake eld valley community trail

Rehab the Buildings

86 Both buildings need refurbished. They are eyesores. Also, the access road near Blue
Swallow needs eliminated. Additional traf c is unwanted.

1. Improved Access small parking lot off Old New Windsor
Road.
2. Improved Access bike/pedestrian connection to Carroll Lutheran Village
3. Durban House Reuse/Rehabilitation
4. Club House Reuse/Rehabilitation
5. Improved Access Tahoma Road Crosswalk enhancenments.

Jeff Sharp
My top 5 are as follows:
1. Improved Access bike/pedestrian connection to switchbacks on Wake eld Valley
Community Trail
2. Improved Access small parking lot off Tahoma Road
3. New MAIN access off Tahoma Road
4. Clubhouse Reuse/Rehabilitation
5. Durbin House Reuse/Rehabilitation
The sledding hill is classic BTW.

※※※※※※
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As a Westminster City resident and taxpayer, I specifically moved to Westminster due to its location to
the Wakefield Valley trail. Previously, I lived in Piney Orchard, Anne Arundel County where open space
parks and trails were plentiful. The Furnace Hills area was the only place in Carroll County that I felt
somewhat matched what I was leaving behind.
The addition of the Wakefield Valley open space park has only solidified my decision to live where I
live. Do not ruin this opportunity by changing the park back to a money making golf course. This will
limit access to the park will NOT best serve the public at large.
Do what you can to keep the park open space to best serve the community. Specifically, please consider
the following ideas: disc golf course, walking-biking trails, pavilions, new fishing piers. I know this could
be controversial, but I feel like you could find room for at least 1 90 foot baseball field close to the
parking lot. Simply put, there aren't enough baseball fields in Westminster...and only 1 90 foot
diamond.
Could you also consider beehives and areas that tie in the Carroll County Agricultural community?
Thank you for your consideration,
Jeff Sharp
To whom it may concern,
(Along with the proposed Wakefield Valley Park if this moves forward).
As an active walker, hiker and runner it is requested that the current trails at the Lime Kiln Interpretive
Park (which are identified as the Wakefield Valley Trail with billboard map donated and sponsored by
TING Network) that runs from Uniontown Rd to Tahoma Farm Rd and then thru the woods along the
switchback trail over to Long Valley Rd, be properly maintained in dealing with the snow & ice during
the winter and then the over growth during the summer months.
As a city park I feel that this should be maintained for the safety of the residents of Westminster.
Thank you,
Tim Clarke
924 Wampler Lane
Westminster, MD 21158
Squid126@yahoo.com
I watched about 15 minutes of the presentation on building new access points, pavilions, and other
improvements at Wakefield Valley. I can’t watch anymore.
We will be spending an enormous amount on capital improvements, and then having zero source of
revenue dollars when this is all finished. It’s going to be a public access park that will cost us millions of
dollars.
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If the city were to commit the same capital to rejuvenating the golf course, we would then give all of the
city and its residences (who pay taxes) an opportunity to earn the investment back. Not only would we
create an incredible amount of revenue, we would also reclaim and revitalize the environment in this
area.
So great, in the end, we have another park. Which county and city doesn’t offer something like that,
that is within 15 minutes of driving. There is no draw to the city. Wakefield valley was a tremendous golf
course that was a destination for golfers across the region...there was just an idiot who owned it.
This can be a booming opportunity for restaurants in the city with people after their round of golf. It’s
also a chance for Westminster city to get in on a very financially stable industry with the game booming
in all statistically tracked demographics regionally and nationally. I have personally talked to HUNDREDS
of people about this endeavor. Some who are Westminster and Carroll county residents, and some who
are from other parts of the mid Atlantic region. All of which have said they would LOVE to see the golf
course return and support that idea.
It has sat vacant this long, and exploring this option may add on to time that it sits in its current state.
However, at this point, the property can’t get any worse. Other than a few case studies, money hasn’t
been spent to this point. Think Torrey Pines, without the ocean view. San Diego county residents pay a
small price. Everyone else pays a few hundred dollars per round. This can be the same thing...maybe not
a few hundred, but if done right, this place can easily turn 25,000 rounds per year with average rates per
round in the $48-$52 range. And that’s before you sell a beer, hotdog, or sleeve of balls.
Residents can get behind something that will create a revenue stream for the city, even if there is a
several million dollar initial investment. Residents aren’t as thrilled with several million dollars being
invested in another park...again, been there, done that, and quite frankly, it’s boring.
I would love to discuss this further in private to know if I invest any time into planning, that it’ll at least
be acknowledged. If there is 0 chance, I understand and appreciate the honesty.
Sincerely,
Chris Navin
570-574-5098
Good evening,
I think that the future access drive that will go right behind my house is an absolutely terrible idea. We
bought this house to see nature, not pavilions, playgrounds and ROADS. How about updating and
expanding the existing parking lot off of the Bell Road entrance. We have spent a lot of money on
maintaining the exterior of our property to comply with the standards that are required by the HOA. I
am not interested in seeing a new access road right in my backyard. We bought this property on Blue
Swallow Court to see nature and people enjoying nature, not parking lots and cars. The most important
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thing to me is the restoration of nature in this area not adding more concrete. I think it is a waste of
money to add additional parking lots and roads that are going to disrupt nature, privacy and make a lot
of the people in this community unhappy. I think that it is a great idea to update the existing trails,
restore the streams, add benches around ponds and along the existing trails as well as increase native
plants. Please do not put another access road, pavilion and playground behind my house on Blue
Swallow Court, I am highly against it!
Respectfully,
Laura Quesenberry

Thank you for organizing this evenings meeting.
I was delighted to hear that even though new developments
to the park will be occurring, the peaceful beauty and serenity
of the natural aspects will be preserved and not just turned into
a giant sports complex.
For me, its all about the trails. I was at the park today and
enjoyed an awesome 1 hour bike ride. Eventually having 7 miles
of improved trails connecting to other areas with multiple
access points was music to my ears. It was exciting to hear of
stream revitalization, native plantings and benches to enjoy
these areas, things that everyone can benefit from. I would love
to see the charming footbridges over the streams and across
the trails rebuilt perhaps with guiderails. So much awesome
potential!!
I look forward to further updates about the park's progress.
Thank you again....Marybeth Zyla
Westminster Resident
5 top priorities:
1. Walking trails
2. Clean ponds and streams
3. Fishing banks and pier
4. Small pavilions with clean rest rooms
5. Speed control of Tahoma Farm Rd.
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3 lowest priorities
1. Baseball fields
2. Dog park
3. Noise and lights after dark
Dave and Conni Highfield
942 Litchfield Cir.
21158
--

Dave

Hello,
I have a few questions concerning the present master plan. First, what are the approximate dimensions
of the amphitheater? I heard from the meeting it was "good-sized", but no quantitative measurements.
Second, will it require reservations for use? How will that be managed? Third, will "multi-use fields"
have painted lines or artificial structures such as soccer goals or fences?
Also, will the team have future meetings to create "future, more detailed plans", as mentioned in the
meeting?
Thanks,
Peter Baugher
Hello,
I’m am so sorry I was not able to get to the meeting about the Wakefield Property last night but I did try
to watch on my iPad. Unfortunately I was having trouble with my wifi connection which isn’t the best so
I heard part of what was being presented. I couldn’t really see the Master Plan for the project. My old
eyes aren’t what they use to be. � Is there a time I could come in and actually see what is planned?
Where would I go to see it? Although I couldn’t submit questions or thoughts on FaceBook will the
letters I sent you be part of the record?
I did hear the part about stream restoration and I wondered if you are aware Maryland Department of
the Environment now sees beavers as important allies in restoring streams? There has been a huge
movement in this country especially out west and even in Europe to bring back beavers because of how
they help the water quality of streams and wetlands. I have walked along the bigger stream several
times and seen the wetland area as well. A lot of those trees right along the stream are perfect beaver
habitat. I’m surprised some haven’t been there already. I know you are thinking right now, No no they
would destroy the trees. Well there are ways to prevent them from taking them all down. There is
something called the Beaver institute beaverinstitue.org that has educational materials. But we also
have a company called Ecotone Inc. in MD which specializes in stream restoration projects and beavers. I
have no connection to the company I’m just aware of them and have seen some of their projects. In fact
on March 31, 2021 there is going to be a zoom presentation about using beavers for stream restoration
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and the owner I believe is going to be a presenter. Check out the DNR site or call them For more
information. I believe it is around 1:30 for the presentation. I don’t know if there are any beavers
located any where within this watershed area but if they are they could certainly be of great help and
save money with stream restoration. I have walked the entire stream so perhaps there are some, I don’t
know. I just am offering you information I think you would find interesting and helpful when dealing
with stream restoration projects.
It’s my sincere hope the part I did hear last night will be to keep 80% of the area natural. Adding native
trees and plants is a wonderful idea and they take less maintenance. The native grasses would be
wonderful around the ponds and using native meadow type grass in the open areas would offer a food
source for the deer who are there, Maybe help keep them out of peoples back yards. I read about
someone wanting to turn it into a golf resort and I hope that isn’t even being given a second thought.
It’s take tons of water and pesticides etc to maintain those golf greens and they are not environmentally
friendly. As far as the sports fields that is when I lost my wifi so I didn’t hear whether they are still in the
plans, I for one hope not only because I feel we have plenty of those in Carroll County and now even
have a company that has bought two properties in the Hampstead area to make into sports complexes.
Well just my two cents and I was sorry my wifi didn’t work correctly. I have a bad connection where I
live. Thank you for your time and I hope you will consider the things I have said.
Sincerely
Linda Hagan
That’s truly unfortunate. It really could have boosted Westminster as a destination in the northern part
of the state. Especially with the caliber of architectural design the golf course is.
Hopefully taxes don’t go up to fund another park!
Sent from my iPhone
On Mar 5, 2021, at 8:24 AM, Wakefield Valley Comments <wakefieldcomments@westgov.com> wrote:
Hi Chris,
Thank you for your feedback. Your suggestions have been cataloged. Your contact information has
been added to our e-mail database and you will be notified of any future meetings.
Unfortunately, there are no plans being considered to return this site back into a golf course.
To whom it may concern,
I would like to express my opinion on the idea of the Wakefield Valley property being returned to a golf
course. This would be a great idea for our community. It would bring many jobs, visitors for local shops,
and money to the local economy in general. It would also restore the property to a pristine condition,
which it once was. I live on bell Road and back to the property. A large venue type park is a terrible idea,
bright lights and noise pollution is not why I moved to Westminster. A golf course would maintain a
peaceful environment for our community. Please consider this option.
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Dear Ms. Gruber,
First, I'd like to say, I'm excited to see the city taking an interest in cleaning up Wakefield. This
was once a beautiful property, but unfortunately, was left in ruins. I was pleased to see the
ballfields were eliminated from the most recent master plan. However, I am concerned about
the additional soccer fields that are now a part of the master plan. Multipurpose fields bring
noise, crowds, and traffic to a current peaceful area. I walk my dog there regularly and enjoy
the quietness and beauty of the area. I would like to know who is going to have access to these
soccer fields? Many adult leagues have been banned from Carroll Indoor Also, there was a fight
and ear biting incident at Four Seasons a couple years ago. We are worried about the "type of
crowd" these soccer fields are going to attract.
Secondly, what does the city plan to do when the grant money runs out to maintain Wakefield
Park? In your last e-mail, you said it would not become a burden to tax payers. I'd like to know
where the money is going to come from then for maintenance?? The city has been unable to
mow or do any sort of upkeep there since taking over the property. The soccer fields will not
bring in nearly enough revenue (if any) to begin to maintain the area.
I really want to see Wakefield remain a peaceful and serene park. I hope the city will reconsider
the soccer fields and eliminate them from the plan. It is a concern for those of us that live near
the park in terms of traffic, noise, and pollution.
Additionally, when are the park improvements set to begin? I'm looking forward to the seeing
the park return to its former beauty.
Thanks!
Kristin Stull
We are so thankful there will not be baseball fields behind our house or the trees cut down. My only
other concern is the possible road from Tahoma farm rd to the main parking lot. I feel this cuts that end
of the park off and that it would bring noise and danger to those using the park and living near. A lot of
kids walk through the park and could get hit by cars as well as wildlife. I also think tahoma farm rd
doesn’t need all the traffic that would bring. It’s already a busy road. The current road was good enough
for the golf course for decades and is fine now too. I do think it’s fine to have a small parking lot and
pedestrian entrance there so people walking don’t cut through our yards. I’m mostly looking forward to
trail improvements so hopefully it’s smooth enough for cyclists and wide enough to have pedestrians
and cyclists. The reforestation should start as soon as possible since trees take a long time to grow.
Thanks,
Christy Newman
Sent from my iPhone
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I would implore you folks to use this land to be built out for a golf course or resort setting The local
revenue that it creates would only help the town. The downtown area could use an infusion of folks and
revenue. Right now the walk paths look un maintained and are littered with dog droppings that are left
not picked up. It’s just become an eyesore. We have plenty of local playgrounds now that could use a
major face lift instead of using funds for Wakefield. Sell it to investors for a golf course, resort, or even
more new housing.
Sent from my iPhone

My suggestion is to leave it as a natural area/nature preserve. I think you are only
thinking about kids and ball fields. What about those of us who have no desire to listen
to kids yelling and screaming? Leaving it as it is would be the ideal solution. There is a
ton of new wildlife that has returned and it's a peaceful area. After the past year of not
being able to go anywhere, having a serene place to walk has been a great
blessing. Also, why are there not restrooms up front? Having restrooms near the
ponds/parking areas will be a magnet for people doing drugs - especially since you
have them near the proposed roads going in. Are you putting up gates to protect the
surrounding homes from a nefarious element that comes in at night time? The homes
along there bring in a lot of tax dollars and you seem to be uncaring of those
individuals. There ARE sports areas in Westminster. There is NOWHERE in
Westminster like this and you will ruin it.
Just a thought - to get extra income, why don't you charge the homes that you provide
water/sewer to that are currently not paying city taxes. Why have the burden on those
of us that were annexed into the city limits and are unfairly charged a high rate of taxes.
Gay Teada
Today the Wakefield Valley property is costing the City minimal expenses and with the
proposed changes, the expenses to maintain the property are going to increase
dramatically. Leaving it as it is would be the best solution. There is new wildlife that
has returned, both 4 legged and the wildlife that has wings, plus it's a peaceful area for
bird watching, communing with nature and brings happiness. I noticed on the proposal
that you want to take the paths to 10' which seems to only serve 1 purpose, which is to
allow vehicles to drive on them. How are people supposed to walk on trails when others
will be driving on them? When I look out late at night I often see cars driving on the
service road that goes down to the maintenance shed. I am sure that these are not city
employees at 1 and 2 in the morning. Once you enlarge the walking trails, we will see
all types of vehicles driving around at every hour of the day. This means there are
chances of animals being hit and people being hit that walk later in the day. There
needs to be gates that are closed at sunset and keep the surrounding community
safer. Are you going to provide security? I see you put restrooms at the 3 parking
areas but none at the ballfields? That makes no sense. Having restrooms near the
ponds/parking areas will be a place for people doing drugs. Let's face it - Westminster
has a high rate of drug use today, just imagine how much worse it could get with access
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to places that are not patrolled. You are also jeopardizing the homes surrounding that
park.
Darrel Teada
Thank you, kindly, for having community input to the Wakefield Valley Park. As a community member,
I have taken advantage of this open space for years now, as well as, enjoy my daily walks here. I believe
this open space should remain as such and be restored and preserved for generations to come. I have
noticed an increase in the numbers of individuals, couples, and families, especially since the pandemic
took hold. It's a pleasure to see so many taking advantage of this open space to reconnect with nature,
and nature abounds! I would hope the Durbin house could be restored and possibly be turned into a
Nature Center as an option. I would love to see benches placed throughout, so that those enjoying the
open space could take a rest to enjoy the sights and sounds at a relaxed pace. Since many walk their
dogs there, it may be proactive to strategically place dog waste stations to include bags (such as is the
case at the Carroll County Sports Complex). Sadly, I have seen dog waste bags tossed aside as I did
yesterday when I took a "clean-up" walk to pick up trash. I am in complete agreement for stream and
wetland restoration and providing native and pollinator friendly meadows. Could Bluebird houses become
a part of the landscape as well?
Once again, thank you for your time and attention to this local gem in our community!
Gratefully,
Joyce Grabush

95

Question 1 - Access and Infrastructure
Responses received by post-it-note at the in-person meeting on March 3, 2021 and through padlet submissions.
From the list below, please share with us your top 5 priorities for park improvements. Rank in order of importance to you, 1 being the
most important, 5 being the least important.
Your input will assist us in prioritizing funding for future rehabilitation and park enhancement efforts.

1
1 New Main Access off Tahoma Road
Improved Access Small Parking
2 Lot off Tahoma Road
Improved Access Small Parking Lot
3 off Old New Windsor Road
Improved Access Bike/Pedestrian
4 Connection to Switchback on WVCT

5
6
7
8
9
10
11

2

3

12

Improved Access Bike/Pedestrian
Connection to Wakefield Valley
Community Trail from Eastern Trails
Improved Access Bike/Pedestrian
Connection to CLV
Improved Access Bike/Pedestrian
Connection to St. Andrews Lane
Improved Access Tahoma Road
Crosswalk Enhancements
Durbin House Re-use/Rehabilitation
Clubhouse Re-use/Rehabilitation
Clubhouse Demolition

4
1

5
1

TOTAL
1

15

4

11

6

1

1

2

2

3

3

1

5

5

1

15

5

4

6

1

3

19

2

4

1

2

9

1

1

1

2

0
9
1
1

3
4
7
1

5
1
1

5
2
5
1

8

5
2
4
1
1

10
24
15
5

Question 2 - Trails and Natural Areas
Responses received by post-it-note at the in-person meeting on March 3, 2021 and through padlet submissions.
From the list below, please share with us your top 5 priorities for park improvements. Rank in order of importance to you, 1 being the
most important, 5 being the least important.
Your input will assist us in prioritizing funding for future rehabilitation and park enhancement efforts.

1

2

3

4
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5

TOTAL

Trail Improvements/Development
1 Park Perimeter Trail
Trail Improvements/Development
2 Park Core Trails
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

Trail Improvements/Development
Western Trails
Trail Improvements/Development
Eastern Trails
Open Meadows/Native Plantings
Reforestation/Stream Restoration
Pollinator Gardens
Durbin House Historic Garden/Viewshed
Preservation
Natural Paths Unpaved

16

2

4

1

4

27

4

10

1

2

2

19

1

1

5

4

2

13

3
6

3
8
4
1

2
2
8
3

6
6
3
4

1
2
4
5

12
21
25
13

2

4
2

4

5
1

16
5

1
2

Question 3 - Recreational Opportunities and/or Facilities
Responses received by post-it-note at the in-person meeting on March 3, 2021 and through padlet submissions.
From the list below, please share with us your top 5 priorities for park improvements. Rank in order of importance to you, 1 being the
most important, 5 being the least important.
Your input will assist us in prioritizing funding for future rehabilitation and park enhancement efforts.

1
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

Multi-purpose Fields
Pickleball Courts
Playgrounds
Lawn Area for Events
Amphitheater
Fishing Piers
Dog Park
Disc Golf
Small Pavilions for Casual Use
Small Pavilions w/ Restrooms
for Community Use
10 (Rentable/Reservable)

2

3

4

5

TOTAL

5
4
6
1
3
7
1
5
0

3
2
2
6
3
1
7
2
4

1

3

2
3
1
7
2
2
6

2
5
1
1
2
1
4

3
5
4
3
4
2
1

12
6
15
20
12
19
16
12
15

2

1

6

7

1

17
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Large Event Pavilion w/Restrooms
for Community Use
11 (Rentable/Reservable)

1

2
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2
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CITY OF WESTMINSTER, MARYLAND
STATUS & INFORMATION REPORT – MAY 2021
Finance
TREASURY REPORTS AS OF May 2021 – UNADJUSTED AND UNAUDITED
GENERAL FUND REVENUES
Taxes
Licenses and Permits
Intergovernmental
Charges for Services
Fines & Forfeitures
Miscellaneous Income
Transfers

Budget
$

11,222,367
570,600
1,541,088
929,708
46,000
131,526
(203,035)

$

Actual YTD
$

$

% to
Budget

11,132,106
457,060
1,557,330
441,884
20,064
538,561
-

99%
80%
101%
48%
44%
409%
0%

0%
80%
81%
81%
92%
42%
71%
86%
84%
60%
77%
99%
81%

GENERAL FUND APPROPRIATION BY ACTIVITY
Community Support
Facilities
Finance
Executive & Legislative
Human Resources
Planning, Zoning & Development
Housing & Preservation Services
Public Safety Department
Public Works
Recreation & Parks
Technology
Total General Fund Revenues
Total General Fund Appropriations

$

$

262,875
195,380
686,650
151,439
495,921
106,475
7,172,058
3,382,091
1,255,391
332,336

$

209,481
157,840
557,422
140,021
208,328
76,123
6,155,376
2,836,258
751,737
256,413

$
$

14,238,254
14,040,616

$
$

14,147,004
11,348,998

CAPITAL FUND REVENUES
Taxes
Intergovernmental
Benefit Assessments
Loan Proceeds
Transfers

$

Budget
$

Actual YTD

% to
Budget

2,284,600
1,003,435
306,880
1,225,000
3,645,766

$

2,266,404
454,526
308,837
-

99%
45%
101%
0%
0%

$
$

$

3,282,203
181,043
2,565,173
5,975

0%
70%
71%
74%
0%

$
$

3,029,767
6,034,394

36%
71%

CAPITAL FUND APPROPRIATION BY ACTIVITY
Planning
Facilities
Public Safety Department
Public Works
Technology

$
$

$

25,000
4,720,500
253,418
3,458,430
8,333

Total Capital Fund Revenues
Total Capital Fund Appropriations

$
$

8,465,681
8,465,681
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UTILITY FUND REVENUES
Small Meter - City
Small Meter - County
Large Meter - City
Large Meter - County
Reclaimed - County
Charges for Services
Benefit Assessment Fees
Carroll County Septage Facility
Revenue Related to ENR/Biosolids Project

Budget
$

4,300,000
2,980,000
2,150,000
1,550,000
25,000
801,127
741,808
500,000
24,144,000

Actual YTD
$

% to
Budget

4,129,156
2,729,877
1,621,710
1,227,329
16,540
1,050,165
883,817
280,334
7,001,232

96%
92%
75%
79%
66%
131%
119%
56%
29%

87%
73%
96%
80%
76%
80%
74%
71%
45%
71%
51%
69%

UTILITY FUND APPROPRIATION BY ACTIVITY
Facilities
Finance
Executive & Legislative
Human Resources
Planning, Zoning & Development
Public Works
Technology
Utilities
Water
Wastewater
Total Utility Fund Revenues
Total Utility Fund Appropriations

$

107,890
571,420
602,572
359,544
238,806
482,386
975,395
1,749,227
3,679,734
29,103,379

$

93,351
417,320
577,558
289,142
181,205
384,477
720,956
1,242,822
1,655,822
20,742,618

$
$

37,191,935
37,870,353

$
$

18,940,161
26,305,271

FIBER FUND OPERATING REVENUES
Provider Fees - Units Passed
Provider Fees - Subscriptions
Miscellaneous
Loan Proceeds
General Fund Subsidy

Budget
$

Actual YTD

$

413,424
311,508
3,000
530,209
203,035

$

Public Works
Technology
Fiber

$

70,370
42,850
1,319,006

$

57,550
32,251
1,063,518

Total Revenues
Total Expenses
Net Income (Loss)

$
$
$

1,461,176
1,436,176
25,000

$
$
$

735,886
1,163,398
(427,513)

% to
Budget

$

389,604
308,151
38,131
-

94%
0%
1271%
0%
0%

82%
75%
81%
50%
81%

FIBER FUND OPERATING EXPENDITURES
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PUBLIC HOUSING FUND REVENUES
Housing Assistance Payments
HUD Administrative Fee Distribution
Miscellaneous Income

Actual YTD

Budget
$

2,306,069
218,957
157,800

$

$
$

% to
Budget

2,107,094
295,103
171,426

91%
135%
109%

67%
191%
91%
97%
96%
93%

PUBLIC HOUSING FUND EXPENDITURES
Salaries & Benefits
Administration
Housing Assistance Payments
Facilities
Total PHA Fund Revenues
Total PHA Fund Appropriations

$

$

245,500
107,250
2,295,000
35,075

$

$

164,371
205,274
2,081,250
34,031

$
$

2,682,826
2,682,825

$
$

2,573,623
2,484,926

Disbursements between $10,000 and $25,000 from May 16, 2021 through June 20, 2021:
Inv oic e Date

Vendor Name

T otal Amount

5/7/2021

CIARAN HARMAN

$10,740.60

6/8/2021

MICRO-TECH DESIGNS, INC

$11,829.00

6/3/2021

SOUTHERN STATES COOP INC

$10,368.47

6/8/2021

SPATIAL SYSTEMS ASSOC INC

$22,569.20

4/23/2021

SUNTRUST BANK

$22,824.41

5/28/2021

MD ST RETIREMENT & PENSION SYS

$21,930.17

5/28/2021

NATIONWIDE RETIREMENT SOLUTION

$13,216.06

4/21/2021

BALTIMORE GAS & ELECTRIC CO

$10,899.20

4/27/2021

ENNIS-FLINT INC

$18,943.20

5/14/2021

ENVIREP INC

$14,593.55

6/11/2021

MD ST RETIREMENT & PENSION SYS

$21,766.31

6/11/2021

NATIONWIDE RETIREMENT SOLUTION

$13,831.02

5/26/2021

GHD INC

$18,948.75

5/24/2021

PIONEER POLE BUILDINGS INC

$17,386.00

5/14/2021

WARNER CONSTRUCTION

$13,900.00

6/11/2021

COMPTROLLER OF MARYLAND

$18,576.17
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Family Center P&L Month of May 2021

Family Center Revenues
100.444103 Rec & Parks: Family Center

Budget
$293,208.00

Month to Date
$4,358.32

Year to Date
$237,443.74

Balance of
Budget
$55,764.26

Family Center Expenses
70.101.4111 Regular Full-Time
70.101.4113 Temporary Employees
70.101.4114 Overtime
70.101.4123 Opt-Out
70.101.4311 Retirement & Pension Contributions
70.101.4313 Deferred Compensation Matching Plan
70.101.4314 Worker's Compensation
70.101.4322 Medical Insurance
70.101.4323 Dental Insurance
70.101.4324 Vision Insurance
70.101.4325 Employee Assistance Program
70.101.4326 Social Security Insurance
70.101.4327 Short Term Disability Insurance
70.101.4328 Long Term Disability Insurance
70.101.4329 Life Insurance
70.101.5630 Repairs - Machinery & Equipment
Total Family Center

Budget
116,794.00
105,000.00
1,000.00
667.00
11,960.00
1,211.00
4,929.00
35,725.00
1,508.00
289.00
138.00
16,715.00
888.00
353.00
184.00
15,000.00
$312,361.00

Month to Date
5,806.20
11,324.46
199.22
171.90
0.00
52.00
0.00
818.98
29.16
6.20
6.85
1,329.04
23.01
8.73
5.27
0.00
$19,781.02

Year to Date
84,495.96
115,805.36
743.20
1,463.78
10,492.15
822.41
4,359.55
10,555.01
679.51
132.31
85.52
15,342.62
419.51
162.24
98.30
10,959.30
$256,616.73

Balance of
% of Budget
Budget
Used
32,298.04
72.35
-10,805.36
110.29
256.80
74.32
-796.78
219.46
1,467.85
87.73
388.59
67.91
569.45
88.45
25,169.99
29.55
828.49
45.06
156.69
45.78
52.48
61.97
1,372.38
91.79
468.49
47.24
190.76
45.96
85.70
53.42
4,040.70
73.06
$55,744.27
82.15%

Profit/Loss

($19,153.00)

($15,422.70)

($19,172.99)

% of Budget
Used
80.98

Technology Services

Housing Services
Housing Choice Voucher Program
• Housing Assistance Payments (HAP) = $190,683
• Number of vouchers under lease as of the last day of the month = 273
• Wait list total active applicants = 1,470
• Total HAP repayments received = $0
• Housing inspections = 0
• Filing rate in PIC = 94.77%
Code Enforcement
During the month of May 2021, there were 177 code violations, of which 141 were closed during the
period leaving 36 open as of the end of the month.
Type of Violation

Number of Violations

Percentages

Weeds

67

38%

Sanitation

34

19%

Motor Vehicles

11

6%

Tree Trimming

6

5%

Containers

5

3%

Sidewalks

4

2%

Roofs and Drainage

3

2%

All Other Violations

47

25%
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Code Violations by Type
May, 2021

All Other Violations
25%

Weeds
38%

Roofs and Drainage
2%
Sidewalks
2%
Containers
3%
Tree Trimming
3%
Motor Vehicles
6%
Sanitation
19%

Rental Housing License Program
On May 17, 2021, the department sent out approximately 700 Rental Housing License renewal notices
via email and regular mail. The licenses must be renewed no later than July 31. After that date, a higher
renewal fee will be assessed.
Community Planning & Development
Community Planning and Development Performance Measures
Building Permits approved
33
Final Plats approved
1
Historic District Commission items
1
Planning and Zoning Commission items
7
Use and Occupancy
2
Water Allocations approved
5
Zoning Verification letters
2
Zoning inquiries
340
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The Department of Community Planning and Development (“DCPD”) provided staff support for the
Planning and Zoning Commission (“PZC”). The Board of Zoning Appeals, Historic District Commission,
and the Tree Commission did not meet in the month of May.
•

At the May 24, 2021 Mayor and Common Council meeting, DCPD staff introduced an
Annexation Agreement for a proposed Annexation located at 14 College View Boulevard, 8
Sullivan Road, and 10 Sullivan Road. The Council unanimously approved the introduction of the
Annexation Agreement.

•

At the May 13, 2021 PZC meeting, the PZC reviewed six applications/items. DCPD staff
prepared staff reports for each item, including information regarding compliance with the City
Zoning Ordinance; Landscape Manual; 2016 Development Design Preferences Manual; Water
and Sewer Allocations Policy; applicable County Regulations; and, outstanding issues and
modification requests for PZC consideration.
o

Ordinance No. 934, amending Chapter 164, “Zoning and Subdivision of Land”, of the
Westminster City Code, Article I, “General Provisions”; Article VIII, “B-Business Zone”;
Article X, “I-R Restricted Industrial Zone”; Article XI, “I-G General Industrial Zone”; Article
XII, “P-I Planned Industrial Zone”; and Article XX, “Special Provisions”, to allow a new solar
energy facility use as a permitted use or special exception use. PZC unanimously moved to
forward a positive recommendation for approval of proposed Ordinance No. 934, subject to
certain revisions, to the Mayor and Common Council.

o

Case No. 1815, Proposed Signage for Weis Markets, located at 630 Baltimore Boulevard.
The Applicant requested approval of one new wall mounted sign exceeding 64 square feet
in area. The PZC unanimously approved Case No. 1815 with conditions outlined in the staff
report.

o

Site Plan S-20-0015, 1300 Tech Court Amended Site Development Plan, located at 1300
Tech Court (Acct. ID 07-15368). The Applicant requested approval to amend the previously
approved 1300 Tech Court Site Development Plan to include a 16,361 square foot building
addition, shown below. PZC unanimously approved S-20-0015 with conditions outlined in
the staff report.

o

Final Plat F-18-0079 – Proposed Plat for Stonegate, Section V, located South of Old
Westminster Pike in the new Stonegate Community. The Applicant requested Record Plat
approval to create 40 new single-family detached residential lots identified as lots 107-127,

104

129-133, 156-162, 184, 185, and 221-225 in Section V of the Stonegate development. PZC
unanimously approved F-18-0079.
o

2020 Carroll County Planning Annual Report Approval – staff requested the PZC review and
approve the 2020 Carroll County Planning Annual Report information pertaining to the City
of Westminster, as presented by County Planning Staff, and authorize the Chair of the PZC
to sign the letter of certification that will be placed in the 2020 Carroll County Planning Annual
Report signifying Commission approval. The Commission voted unanimously to approve the
2020 Carroll County Planning Annual Report as presented.

o

PZC Elections – the Commission unanimously voted to re-elect Ross Albers as Chair and
voted to elect Kevin Beaver as Vice-Chair, both for one year terms.

o

Relocating In-Person Meetings to 45 West Main Street – DCPD staff briefed the Commission
on the new community meeting room located at 45 West Main Street and the intent to
relocate the Commission meetings to this new space when the building is opened to the
public.

•

At the May 25, 2021 PZC special meeting, DCPD staff and the PZC discussed the site
development plan review process; the water and sewer allocation application process; and, the
PZC staff reports and presentations.

•

Ms. Gerhard and Mr. Depo met with Historic District Commission representatives on site at Belle
Grove Square to discuss the future placement of the centennial monument.

•

Thirty-three building permits were reviewed and approved for projects within the City. One permit
was for a new residential unit, four were for new businesses, and twenty-eight were for
commercial decks and miscellaneous construction.

•

On May 27, 2021, Mr. Depo, Ms. Gerhard, and Mr. Gray participated in an East Middle School
Consultation meeting to review the exterior architecture and the interior design of the proposed
school.

•

DCPD is coordinating with other Carroll County jurisdictions to schedule the Carroll County
Downtown booth for the June 2021 Maryland Municipal League Convention.

•

Main Street Manager Sandy Anderson continues to visit and offer support to downtown
businesses.

•

Finally, DCPD staff members continue to manage site development plans, plats, simplified site
plans, and permits submitted to the City for review and compliance with adopted rules and
regulations. DCPD continues to meet with applicants and their attorneys to discuss annexations,
proposed site development plans, building permits, water and sewer allocations, and a variety
of City applications and processes.

Human Resources
Benefits/Wellness
• For the Wellness Program, prepared and distributed a lunch and learn flyer on “History of Vaccines
and the COVID-19 Vaccine.”
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Employee Relations/ Human Resources Customer Service
• Continued correspondence via phone and e-mail with employees and Lincoln regarding the status
of multiple short- and long-term disability claims.
• E-mailed reminders to supervisors of upcoming probationary evaluation for eligible employees
• Contacted Employee Assistance Program for police department referrals and reimbursement of copay for mandatory counseling sessions.
• Processed military leave request with Maryland State Retirement Agency and in Eden.
• Processed FMLA paperwork for multiple employees.
• Sent multiple e-mails related to open enrollment to all city employees and department
superintendents.
• Processed insurance change requests.
• Researched and received approval for Dependent Care FSA roll over FY 2021 balance since child
care facilities were closed due to COVID. Also coordinated with insurance company for the same.
• Followed up with multiple employees by e-mail regarding enrollment in City’s Deferred
Compensation and matching plan.
• Conducted onboarding of new Mayor and elected Council members.
Employment/Recruitment
• Advertisements:

Full-time
Part-time
Temporary
Seasonal

•

Processed:
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary
Seasonal

o
o
o

Internal
Advertisements
1
0
0
0

New Hire
Documentation
0
0
1
9

External
Advertisements
2
0
0
0

Internal
Applications
Processed
0
0
0
0

Internal
Transfers
0
0
0
0

Promotions
1
0
0
0

Employee
Orientations
0
0
2
17

External
Applications
Processed
49
0
0
0

Terminations/Retirement
2
0
0
0

Fingerprinted 19 temporary/seasonal employees in compliance with child care regulations.
Scheduled interviews for Accounting Specialist and Wastewater Treatment Plant Operator
positions.
Participated on the interview panel for the Accounting Specialist position.

Projects
• Assembled, distributed, and collected open enrollment packets for all city employees.
• Input insurance elections for all employees, elected officials, and retirees into Bernie Portal.
• Provided spreadsheets of elections to United Healthcare for dental/vision and for changes to
Voluntary Life Insurance to providers for open enrollment purposes.
• Coordinated open enrollment meeting information and scheduling with Aflac by e-mail.
• Mailed open enrollment information to retirees and elected officials.
• Obtained two-tier insurance rates from Benecon; calculated and updated spreadsheets that
contained COBRA rates and retiree insurance rates.
• Tracked all open enrollment changes to enter into Eden for effective July 1 plan year.
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•
•
•
•

Collaborated with Finance on better way to track COVID-19 Incentive Benefit stipend and process
it into Eden.
Assisted City Clerk as greeters for a polling location during City Election.
Drafted full-page newspaper advertisement for City elections and candidate profiles.
Continued updates to the Employee Handbook.

Risk Management
• Insurance claims filed
Automobile
0

•
•
•
•
•

Liability
0

Mobile
Equipment
0

Property
0

Sewer
Back-up
0

Workers’
Compensation
3

Coordinated random drug testing for four Commercial Driver’s License (CDL) Public Works
employees per Department of Transportation regulations.
Coordinated random drug testing for seven non-DOT employees per the City’s Drug-Free
Workplace policy.
Coordinated boiler inspection at 45 West Main Street with DLLR inspector.
Assisted Police Department in acquiring Body Camera Grant from LGIT.
Coordinated MOSH consultation visit to Utility Maintenance Department.

Training/Meetings
• Safety/Risk Coordinator Brian DeMay participated in the following webinars: “Cybercrime: How
Malware steals your data,” “Virtual Government Council Meeting with Chesapeake Employers
Insurance,” and “COVID-19 Updates at Work.”
• Human Resources Director Rae McCullough participated in a webinar titled “BHS: Self Care Is Not
Selfish.”
Police Department
Time Frame

Police Calls
For Service

Adult
Arrests

Juvenile
Arrests

DUI
Arrests

Traffic
Citations

Foot/Bike/T3
Patrol Hours

May 2021

1,100

45

7

4

129

287

May 2020

930

24

8

2

62

218

2021 YTD Total

4,625

174

14

25

709

1,709

2020 YTD Total

4,616

162

29

27

593

1,036

Significant Cases in May:
Crime:
Date:
Location:
Details:
Status:

Aggravated Assault
05/09/2021
East Main Street
The suspect and victim have a relationship and were arguing during which the
suspect repeatedly slapped and strangled the victim. The suspect was arrested
on scene.
Arrest – Calvin E. Murray, Jr. (43 YOA)
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Crime:
Date:
Location:
Details:
Status:
Crime:
Date:
Location:
Details:

Status:
Crime:
Date:
Location:
Details:
Status:
Crime:
Date:
Location:
Details:
Status:
Crime:
Date:
Location:
Details:
Status:
Crime:
Date:
Location:
Details:

Status:

Aggravated Assault
05/13/2021
Days Inn, South Cranberry Road
The suspect and victim have a relationship and were arguing when the suspect
brandished a pocketknife and swiped it at the victim. The suspect fled from the
scene. Officers obtained and served an arrest warrant on the suspect.
Arrest – Eric R. Dolly (35 YOA)
Robbery
05/17/2021
Sheetz, Baltimore Boulevard
The suspect assaulted employees while stealing cigarettes from behind the
counter. Dispatch broadcast a lookout for the suspect’s vehicle. The suspect was
subsequently located and stopped by a neighboring jurisdiction. The suspect was
positively identified and arrested by WPD officers.
Arrest – Freddie H. Pritchett (23 YOA)
Burglary
05/13/2021 & 5/21/2021
Chase Street
Unknown suspect(s) entered the residence on at least two occasions and stole
kitchen items and utensils.
Open
Recovered Stolen Auto
05/17/2021
East Main Street
The vehicle was reported stolen in December 2020. The stolen vehicle was
stopped in Baltimore County on May 17, 2021 and the driver was arrested.
Arrest – Artex D. Alston (29 YOA)
Burglary
05/25/2021
East Main Street
Two suspects pushed their way into the residence demanding payment for a
cleaning service agreement. They then assaulted a victim inside the apartment.
The investigation is ongoing.
Open
Armed Robbery
5/29/2021
Homeless Encampment near Jermor Lane (wooded area)
The victims reported that they were sleeping in a tent adjacent to the 140 Village
Shopping Center when several persons entered the tent. The victims stated that
the suspects brandished a handgun, a knife, and a baseball bat. One of the
suspects struck the victim in the lower body with the bat. The suspects reportedly
stole cell phones and then fled.
Open
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Crime:
Date:
Location:
Details:
Status:

Theft
05/29/2021
Sunoco, Baltimore Boulevard
Two unidentified male suspects entered the gas station store and conducted a
distraction-style theft of currency and cigarettes. The Criminal Investigations
Bureau assumed the investigation.
Open

Departmental Information:
•
•
•

On Saturday, May 15, 2021, WPD staff participated in a Law Enforcement Appreciation event at
City Park, sponsored by the Westminster Boys and Girls Club.
On May 19, 2021, the Carroll County Opioid Prevention Coalition hosted their annual First
Responder Appreciation event. They conducted virtual training for staff. They also visited the
Department, along with elected officials and persons in recovery, and provided boxed lunches.
Chief Ledwell attended the first quarterly Carroll County Police Chief’s meeting since the start of the
pandemic. Attendees discussed police reform legislation that will significantly affect local police
departments.

Recreation & Parks
• Family Fitness Center Membership Usage
Membership Package
Family
Family with Childcare
Punch card
Individual
Student/Youth
City Employees
Total Entries
Total Unique Members

•

•

% of Total
20
17
2
49
6
6

Resident and Non-Resident Membership Packages
Membership Package
Family
Resident
Non-Resident
Family w/ Childcare
Resident
Non-Resident
Individual
Resident
Non-Resident
Youth/College Student
Resident
Non-Resident
Total Memberships
Total Resident
Total Non-Resident

# of Members
79
43
36
27
10
17
292
109
183
55
29
26
453
191
262

Group Fitness Class attendance:
o Circuit/Interval/Strength = 1,128
o Cycle = 164
o Barre = 121
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Entries
560
476
44
1,387
169
167
2,803
431

Percentage
54%
46%
37%
63%
37%
63%
53%
47%
42%
58%

o
o
o

Yoga = 143
Zumba & Dance = 270
Total attendance = 1,826

•

Completed construction of Tahoma Farm Playground on May 3 and conducted final inspection and
walk through with installer.

•

Hosted Westminster’s Flower & Jazz Festival on May 8 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

•

Facilitated a Recreation & Parks Advisory Board meeting on May 11.

•

Met with Wakefield Valley Park consulting firm Pennoni Associates on May 12 to review phasing
and construction estimates that will be added to the final master plan document.

•

Held a meeting for all pool management staff on May 13; pool employee orientation on May 18;
and, on-site training at the pool for all pool staff on May 20.

•

Prepared and submitted a Program Open Space grant application on May 21.

•

Held a program planning meeting on May 24 with department staff to discuss upcoming event
logistics, schedules, and the Month of July calendar of events.

•

Met with a representative form Playground Specialists on May 26 to discuss warranty information
on City playground installations.

Public Works
Wastewater Treatment Plant
Total Flow

139.198 MGD

Average Daily Flow
Sludge (Integrated Agronomics)

4.49 MGD
539.48 wet tons

Septage Sludge

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

134.7 wet tons

Replaced main belt drive motor and direct current drive on belt filter press 2.
Repaired roller on Belt filter press 1.
Continued rehabilitation of red shed for water reuse project.
Performed 4,000 lab analyses.
Entered and completed Facility Dude maintenance work orders.
Completed safety training.
Transported recyclables to the County landfill.
Performed routine maintenance.

Utility Maintenance
• Water leaks
o 201 Railroad Avenue (0.001 MG, private)
o Mulligan Lane (0.01 MG, main)
o Bond Street (0.005 MG, main)
o Cannon Way (0.005 MG, main)
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•

Sewer blockages
o 308 South Middle Grove Court – lateral
o 813 Franklin Avenue – lateral
o 751 Windsor Drive – private
o 410 Pool Road – main

•

Fiber Drop Installations
o 802 Redwood Drive
o 46 West Green Street
o 309 Bishop Street
o 219 Uniontown Road
o 106 Brookview Court
o 158 Othello Court
o 1280 Weller Way
o 99 East Green Street
o 315 Kingsbury Way, Unit 32
o 286 Lodestone Court
o 656 North Chandler Drive
o 105 Railroad Avenue
o 7 West George Street

Water Loss
Water Main Flushing

0.052 MG

Water Leaks

0.021 MG

Private Leaks

0.001 MG

Sewer Main Flushing

0.021 MG

Total Loss

0.095 MG

•

Miscellaneous tasks
o Completed high water bill inspections, meter investigations, meter installations, and meter
readings
o Completed water, sewer, and fiber markings
o Completed 20 fiber service calls / site surveys
o Continued Hatfield Fiber Project
o Repaired valve for Washington Lane Apartments by replacing top bonnet bolts

•

Regular maintenance
o Televised and cleaned sewer mains
o Fire hydrants
o Sewer pumping stations
o Booster stations and water storage stations
o Leak detection (50 hours)
o Maintaining sewer easements

Street Department
•

Grounds Maintenance section performed the following tasks:
o Mowed parks and rights-of-way
o Cleaned the fountain at Belle Grove Square Park
o Sprayed thistle at Wakefield Valley Park
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o
o
o
o

Sprayed for weeds around downtown area
Picked up flowers for Flower and Jazz Festival and to plant around downtown area
Planted flowers at West Main Street and Pennsylvania Avenue intersection
Cleaned up and mulched Mathers Garden and City Hall flower beds

•

Building Maintenance section performed the following tasks:
o Collected parking meter money and maintained meters
o Repaired and replaced high visibility signs on City streets
o Performed maintenance at various City buildings
o Set up and clean up for the Flower and Jazz Festival
o Completed building safety checks on all City buildings
o Installed wood fiber at Tahoma Farm Park
o Assisted with placing herringbone design in crosswalks on East and West Main Streets

•

Streets and Alleys section
o Removed brush, metal, yard waste, and bulk trash
o Transported materials to County landfill:
Street baskets

2.49 tons

Bulk trash

38.66 tons

Brush

17.85 tons

Yard waste

43.48 tons

Street sweepings

12.77 tons

Metal

4.08 tons

o
o
o
o
o

Scheduled bulk trash collection
Set dumpsters for larger piles of bulk trash
Assisted with hill mowing all stormwater management ponds
Assisted with mowing all City parks and Wakefield Valley Park Trail
Assisted with pick up of flowers for the Flower and Jazz Festival and for planting around
downtown area
o Assisted with set up and clean up for the Flower and Jazz Festival
•

Street Maintenance Section
Blacktopped a sewer patch at Schoolhouse Alley and Charles Street
Blacktopped a water patch at Monroe Street and Winters Alley
Replaced a concrete header on a storm drain at 369 Winged Foot Drive
Removed brush, metal, yard waste, and bulk trash

o
o
o
o

Engineering
•

HRI, Inc. (the general contractor for the ENT/Biosolids Upgrade Project) continued construction of
the Wastewater Treatment Plant Denitrification Building. Other work included blowers, electrical
buildings and site electrical conduits; Solids Processing Building; work on the County Septage
Facility; and, construction of Reactor #4. The project engineer and HRI continued review of submittals
and RFIs.

•

Consolidated Waterproofing Contractors, Inc. completed work at the Westminster Square and
Longwell Parking Garages as part of the Precast Deck Repair Project.

•

Keller Brothers, Inc. continued work on the Diffendal Parking Lot Retaining Wall Project.
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•

Guyer Brothers, Inc. continued work on Sewer I&I Rehabilitation Project Phase 3.

•

CJ Miller completed work on the Annual Paving Contract for the FY 2020-2021.

•

ECM, Inc completed work on the Restoration Curb Ramps to ADA Requirements project for FY
2020-2021.

Water Plant
•

Cranberry Water System Sources – Raw Water to Plant in Million Gallons (MG)

Raw Meter Total

40.98550 MG

Recycled Water Total

5.7849 MG

Recycled Water Recovered

14.115%

CIP Wash Water/Membrane Cells

0.16416 MG

Total

40.82134 MG

Raw Water Sources in MG
Cranberry Branch

34.02734 MG

Hull Creek

•

•

6.794 MG

Raw Reservoir

0 MG

Other

0 MG

Total

40.82134 MG

Treated in MG

Finished Water Flow Meter
Station Water
Total Treated
Backwash/Recycle Filters
Delivered to System

41.59340 MG
0.07052 MG
41.52288 MG
0.4469 MG
41.07598 MG

Wells in Cranberry System in MG

Well 3

2.798754 MG

Well 4

1.885885 MG

Well 5

5.36743 MG

Well 6

2.61537 MG

Well 7

4.74154 MG

Well 8

0 MG

Wells 9 and 10

3.330654 MG

Well 11

2.773884 MG

Well 12

4.577789 MG

Total Delivered to System

69.167286 MG

Days of Maximum Usage – 23

2.46975 MG

Well 5 Backwash

0.00445 MG

Well 7 Backwash

0.32368 MG

Well 8 Backwash

0.0 MG

Well 12 Backwash

0.53971 MG
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Daily Average

•

Hours operated = 744

•

Rainfall = 5.56 inches

•

Raw Reservoir level = 24.5 feet

•

•

2.2312028 MG

Wakefield Well System

Well 1
Well 2
Total Delivered to System
Filter Backwash
Daily Average
Day of Maximum Usage - 9

1.9789 MG
4.436063 MG
6.414963 MG
0.00530 MG
0.2069343 MG
0.351451 MG

Other tasks included:
o Performed routine maintenance at the wells and Water Treatment Plant
o Collected 77 distribution compliance samples
o Performed 279 process control checks at nine wells
o Performed 372 process control checks at the Cranberry Water Treatment Plant
o Completed monthly operating reports for the Cranberry and Wakefield Systems
o Completed NPDES operating report for Cranberry Water Treatment Plant
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VEHICLE MAINTENANCE AND FUEL SERVICE AGREEMENT
Westminster Police Department
THIS VEHICLE MAINTENANCE AND FUEL SERVICE AGREEMENT (“this
Agreement”) is effective as of July 1, 2021, by and between THE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
OF CARROLL COUNTY, MARYLAND, a body corporate and politic of the State of Maryland
(“the County”); and THE MAYOR AND COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
WESTMINSTER (hereinafter referred to as “the Contractor”).
WHEREAS, the County and the Contractor do mutually agree as follows:
1.

TERM:

This Agreement shall be for a period of four (4) years from 12:00 am July 1, 2021 to 11:59
pm on June 30, 2025.
The County reserves the right to renew this Agreement for three (3) additional terms of one
(1) year, at the sole discretion of the County and depending on fiscal availability and satisfactory
performance. The County will automatically renew this Agreement on the expiration of each term
year unless ninety (90) days’ written notice is given to Contractor that the Agreement is not to be
renewed.
2.

TERMINATION:

The County reserves the right to terminate this Agreement, in whole or in part, without
showing cause upon ninety (90) days’ written notice to the Contractor.

The County and the

Contractor may agree upon reasonable termination costs to be paid to the Contractor.

This

Agreement may be terminated by the Contractor at any time upon ninety (90) days’ written notice.
3.

FUEL:
a. The Contractor shall have access to the County's fuel pumps at the Carroll County

Maintenance Center located at 1250 Old Meadow Branch Road in Westminster. The Contractor
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shall be charged the current rate plus a Six Cents ($0.06) per gallon administrative/maintenance
charge on all diesel fuel and gasoline products. Fuel can be obtained from the Maintenance Center
Monday through Friday between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.
b. The County shall bill the Contractor for the cost of the fuel monthly. The
Contractor agrees to make payment promptly upon receipt of the invoice.
4.

MAINTENANCE:
a. The County shall provide general safety and mechanical inspections of each

vehicle, and DOT inspections and certifications when required.
b. The County shall provide field service to vehicles when necessary and the
Contractor will be charged a Seventy-Five Dollar ($75.00) road call fee.
c. The Contractor may use the vehicle wash during the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:00
p.m. at a rate of Four Dollars ($4.00) per wash.
d. The County shall maintain a detailed record of maintenance and service on each
vehicle and report to the Contractor any concerns about mechanical condition, replacement, driver
abuse, etc.
e. The Contractor shall make all vehicles available for routine maintenance on a
schedule provided by the County. The Contractor agrees that the County will not allow a vehicle
under its maintenance to be placed into service if, in the opinion of the County, it is unfit or unsafe.
f. The County will perform maintenance and repairs on vehicles on a first-come, first
served basis. In the event of emergency repairs or weather situations, all repairs necessary for the
County’s equipment will have priority over other vehicles and the Contractor’s vehicles will wait
until the County’s equipment is finished.
g. The County shall invoice the City monthly for labor at Sixty Dollars ($60.00) per
hour for hours worked during normal work hours or on weekends and holidays as of July 1, 2021.
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All parts, fluids and filters will be charged at cost in addition to labor. The Contractor agrees to
make payment promptly upon receipt of the invoice.
h. The labor rate for maintenance will escalate at a rate of Five Dollars ($5.00) per
hour annually beginning July 1 of subsequent fiscal years until the labor rate reaches Seventy-Five
Dollars ($75.00).
5.

INSURANCE:

The Contractor shall obtain and maintain general liability insurance as necessary to protect
itself and the County in any legal action, tort, contract, or other liability that may be raised against the
Contractor or the County. The Contractor shall provide the County with evidence of insurance as the
County may require including evidence that the policies may not be terminated without thirty (30)
days prior written notice to the County and that the County is named as an additional insured party
on the Contractor’s liability insurance and the Contractor’s insurance shall be primary to any claims
for liability. The Contractor shall maintain all required insurance in full force and effect during the
term of this Agreement.
The County shall be added as an additional insured to the General Liability Policy with the
following wording: "the County, its officers, agents and employees are additional insureds with
regard to the General Liability policy for work performed under terms of the contract."
The Contractor shall provide the County with a Certificate of Insurance, within ten (10) days
of agreement, evidencing the coverage required as stated.
The Contractor shall obtain Workers' Compensation Insurance as required by statute
Employer's Liability Insurance with limits of $100,000 accident/$100,000 disease each employee/
and $500,000 disease policy limit. The Workers' Compensation coverage shall cover a sole
proprietor, all employees, partners, officers, members, leased employees and any other person
working for or with the contractor. The Contractor shall provide the County a certificate or Workers'
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Compensation insurance before commencement of agreement. If the Contractor fails to carry
Workers' Compensation insurance, or its policy lapses during the agreement for any reason,
Contractor shall indemnify County against any claims asserted against the County for injuries to the
Contractor’s employees.
If any portion of this agreement is subcontracted, the contractor shall require all
subcontractors to maintain the same policy limits as Contractor per this agreement.
6.

INDEMNIFICATION AND HOLD HARMLESS:

The Contractor agrees to indemnify and hold harmless the County, its officers, employees,
agents, and volunteers from any and all liability in any action of tort, contract or otherwise for any
actions of the Contractor arising out of the Contractor’s performance of this Agreement.
7.

GOVERNING LAW:

This Agreement and its terms and execution shall be construed, interpreted, and enforced
according to the laws of the State of Maryland.
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have executed this Agreement on or before the day
and year first written above.

WESTMINSTER POLICE DEPARTMENT

_____________________________
Date:

_________________________________ (SEAL)
By:
Mona Becker - Mayor
City of Westminster
"the Contractor"

Approved for legal sufficiency:
____________________________
Elissa D. Levan
City Attorney
“the Contractor”
THE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF
CARROLL COUNTY, MARYLAND,
a body corporate and politic of the
State of Maryland

____________________________
Date:

____________________________ (SEAL)
By:
Jeffrey D. Castonguay, Director
Department of Public Works
“the County”

Approved for legal sufficiency:
____________________________
Timothy C. Burke
County Attorney
“the County”
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Consent Calendar – CFT Plaza PWA

To:

MA

Mayor and Common Council

From: Jeffery D. Glass, Director of Public Works
Date:

July 6, 2021

Re:

Approval – Public Works Agreement No. A-1145, including the associated SWM Deed of Easement
and Maintenance Agreement, for the CFT Plaza

Background
On May 12, 2021, the Planning and Zoning Commission approved the Site Development Plan for the CFT
Plaza. The applicant and the City have developed a Public Works Agreement and the associated
Stormwater Management (SWM) Deed of Easement and Maintenance Agreement.
The City Attorney has reviewed and approved all documents submitted by the applicant.
After passage by the Common Council and approval via signature by the Mayor, the SWM Deed of
Easement will be recorded in the land records of Carroll County. The Public Works Agreement will be kept
on file in the City Clerk’s Office.
Recommendation
Staff recommends approval of Public Works Agreement No. A-1145 and the associated SWM Deed of
Easement and Maintenance Agreement for the CFT Plaza.
Attachments
• Public Works Agreement No. A-1145
• Stormwater Management (SWM) Deed of Easement and Maintenance Agreement
cc: Elissa D. Levan, City Attorney
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Meadowbranch Industrial Park Lots 2A,7&8

To:

MA

Mayor and Common Council

From: Jeffery D. Glass, Director of Public Works
Date:

July 6, 2021

Re:

Approval – Meadowbranch Industrial Park Lots 2a, 7and 8 Stormwater Management Deed of
Easement and Maintenance Agreement

Background
On April 8th, 2021, the Planning and Zoning Commission approved the Meadowbranch Industrial Park
subdivision lots 2a, 7 and 8. The applicant and the City have finalized the associated Stormwater
Management Deed of Easement and Maintenance Agreement.
The applicant has requested that the documents be approved in the form presented. The City Attorney
has reviewed all documents submitted by the applicant.
After passage by the Common Council and approval via signature by the Mayor, the attached document
will be recorded in the land Records of Carroll County and kept on file in the City Clerk’s Office.
Recommendation
Staff recommends approval of the Meadowbranch Industrial Park Lots 2A, 7 and 8 Stormwater
Management Deed of Easement and Maintenance Agreement.
Attachment
• Stormwater Management Deed of Easement and Maintenance Agreement
cc: David Deutsch, Interim City Administrator
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To:

Mayor and Common Council

From:

Elissa D. Levan, City Attorney

Subject:
Date:

Ordinance No. 936, Amending Chapter 7, “Boards and Commission”, of the City
Code to add Article IV, creating the Westminster Fiber Commission
July 8, 2021

The Mayor and Common Council have requested an ordinance creating a City Fiber Commission
that will advise the Mayor and Common Council with regard to the expansion, operation and
maintenance of the Westminster Fiber Network. The Commission will also assist the Mayor and
Common Council with the development of fiber policy and outreach to public and private entities
necessary or useful to the implementation of such policy.
The ordinance proposed that the new Commission will have seven members, including a Council
member, and that the members will generally serve three-year terms, without compensation. New
Section 7-30 spells out the powers and duties of the Commission and imposes certain restrictions
on the authority of the body.
The Common Council introduced Ordinance No. 936 during the Mayor and Common Council
meeting on June 14, 2021.
Staff Recommendation
We recommend that the Common Council consider adoption of the attached proposal.
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ORDINANCE NO. 936

.

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 7, “BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS”, TO ADD
ARTICLE IV, “WESTMINSTER FIBER COMMISSION”, TO CREATE AN ADVISORY
BODY GENERALLY CHARGED WITH MATTERS RELATING TO THE WESTMINSTER
FIBER NETWORK.

WHEREAS, pursuant to Md. Code Ann., Local Gov’t. Article, § 5-202 the Mayor and
Common Council of Westminster (“the City”) has the authority to pass such ordinances as it
deems necessary to assure the good government of the City; protect and preserve the City’s
rights, property, and privileges; and preserve peace and good order; and
WHEREAS, pursuant to the aforestated authority and the additional authority contained
in Md. Code Ann., Local Gov’t. Art, § 5-207, the City enacted Chapter 7, “Board and
Commissions”, of the City Code; and
WHEREAS, the City has created a proprietary fiber network, the Westminster Fiber
Network (“WFN”), over which its contractor offers internet-related services to residents and
businesses in the City; and
WHEREAS, the City desires to expand and enhance the WFN in the future in order to
encourage economic development in the City and for the general benefit of the City’s residents;
and
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Common Council wish to seek advice and assistance from members
of the community who have particular technology-related knowledge and skills that may be
useful to the maintenance, expansion and operation of the WFN; and
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Common Council therefore wish to create the Westminster Fiber
Commission and to endow it with certain responsibilities;
Section 1.
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED AND ENACTED BY THE
MAYOR AND COMMON COUNCIL OF WESTMINSTER that Chapter 7, “Boards and
Commissions” of the Code of the City of Westminster be and is hereby amended to add Article
IV, “Westminster Fiber Commission”, to read as follows:
ARTICLE IV

WESTMINSTER FIBER COMMISSION

§ 7-27. CREATION; PURPOSE.
A. THERE IS CREATED THE WESTMINSTER FIBER COMMISSION, ESTABLISHED FOR THE PURPOSE OF
ADVISING THE MAYOR AND COMMON COUNCIL WITH REGARD TO THE EXPANSION, OPERATION AND
MAINTENANCE OF THE WESTMINSTER FIBER NETWORK AND ASSISTING THE MAYOR AND COMMON
COUNCIL WITH THE DEVELOPMENT OF FIBER POLICY AND OUTREACH TO PUBLIC AND PRIVATE
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ENTITIES NECESSARY OR USEFUL TO THE IMPLEMENTATION OF SUCH POLICY.

§ 7-28. MEMBERSHIP; TERMS.
A.

THE FIBER COMMISSION SHALL CONSIST OF SEVEN MEMBERS, WHO SHALL INCLUDE ONE
MEMBER OF THE COMMON COUNCIL, WHO SHALL SERVE AS A VOTING EX OFFICIO MEMBER.
B.

EACH

MEMBER OF THE FIBER COMMISSION MAY BE APPOINTED OR RE-APPOINTED FOR A
THREE YEAR TERM OR UNTIL A SUCCESSOR TAKES OFFICE, WHICHEVER IS LATER, EXCEPT THAT THE
TERM OF THE COUNCILMEMBER SHALL NOT EXTEND BEYOND THE COUNCILMEMBER’S TENURE IN
ELECTIVE OFFICE.

C.

MEMBERS OF THE FIBER COMMISSION SHALL BE SUBJECT TO THE REQUIREMENTS AND
PROHIBITIONS OF THE CITY’S PUBLIC ETHICS ORDINANCE, CHAPTER 16 OF THE CITY CODE, TO
THE SAME EXTENT AS A CITY EMPLOYEE AND MAY NOT PROFIT, DIRECTLY OR INDIRECTLY, FROM
ANY ENDEAVOR ASSOCIATED WITH THE WESTMINSTER FIBER NETWORK.
§ 7-29. COMPENSATION; REMOVAL.
ALL

MEMBERS OF THE FIBER COMMISSION SHALL SERVE WITHOUT COMPENSATION AND MAY BE
REMOVED FROM OFFICE BY A MAJORITY VOTE OF THE COMMON COUNCIL FOR ANY REASON.

§ 7- 30. POWERS AND DUTIES.
A.

THE FIBER COMMISSION SHALL:
1.
ADVISE THE MAYOR AND COMMON COUNCIL ON ALL MATTERS PERTAINING TO
THE GOVERNANCE, MANAGEMENT, EXPANSION, AND STRATEGIC PLANNING OF THE
WESTMINSTER FIBER NETWORK;
2.
CONSULT AND COORDINATE WITH ELECTED OFFICIALS, THE CITY MANAGER,
AND CITY STAFF REGARDING THE PLANNING, OPERATIONS, MAINTENANCE, FINANCIAL
PERFORMANCE, AND EXPANSION OF THE WFN;
3.
CONDUCT ALL PROCEEDINGS OF THE COMMISSION IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE
MARYLAND OPEN MEETINGS ACT.
B.

THE FIBER COMMISSION MAY:
1.
CONSULT WITH THE CITY ATTORNEY AS NEEDED REGARDING LEGAL ISSUES
PERTAINING TO THE WFN AND COMMISSION;
2.
CONSULT WITH, COORDINATE, COLLABORATE, AND NEGOTIATE WITH OTHER
GOVERNMENTAL BODIES REGARDING OPERATIONS AND EXPANSION OF THE WFN, IN
CONSULTATION WITH, AND SUBJECT TO THE FINAL APPROVAL OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL;
3.
CONSULT, COORDINATE, COLLABORATE, AND NEGOTIATE WITH NETWORK
OPERATORS AND SERVICE PROVIDERS REGARDING OPERATIONS, CONTRACTS, AND EXPANSION
OF THE WFN, IN CONSULTATION WITH AND SUBJECT TO THE FINAL APPROVAL OF THE MAYOR
AND COUNCIL.
C.

MEMBERS OF THE FIBER COMMISSION MAY NOT, EITHER INDIVIDUALLY OR AS A BODY:

145

1.
2.
3.
4.

OBLIGATE THE CITY TO ANY EXPENDITURE;
SIGN ANY CONTRACT ON BEHALF OF THE CITY;
GIVE DIRECTION TO THE CITY MANAGER OR CITY STAFF;
ACCEPT ANY REVENUE OR PAYMENT ON BEHALF OF THE CITY;

Section 2. BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED by the Mayor and Common Council of
Westminster, that this Ordinance shall take effect (10) ten days after its passage and approval.
INTRODUCED this ____
14th day of June, 2021
Shannon Visocsky, City Clerk
PASSED this _____ day of July, 2021.

Shannon Visoscky, City Clerk
APPROVED this _____ day of July, 2021.

Mona Becker, Mayor
APPROVED AS TO FORM AND LEGAL SUFFICIENCY
this ____ day of ________________, 2021:
______________________________
Elissa D. Levan, City Attorney
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MEMORANDUM
TO:

Mayor and Common Council

FROM:

Elissa D. Levan, City Attorney

SUBJECT:
DATE:

Ordinance amending Chapter 173, “Environmental Sustainability”, of the City
Code, Section 173-2, “Definitions”
July 8, 2021

Chapter 173, “Environmental Sustainability”, Article I, “Plastic Bags”, restricting the distribution
of single-use plastic bags at certain business establishments in the City, took effect on July 1. 2021.
In the period leading up to the effective date and in the short time since, the City has received
numerous inquiries regarding the compliance of specific bags.
In order to reduce confusion and enhance compliance among businesses in the City, one option
would be to amend the ordinance to add clarity to the definition of “single use plastic carryout
bags.” A review of ordinances elsewhere reveals that many jurisdictions accomplish that by
specifying the required thickness of permissible plastic bags. Commonly, a thickness of at least
2.5 mils is specified. This is about the thickness of the bags one sometimes finds distributed as
automobile trash bags. Some ordinances have higher thresholds of 3 or 4 mils. For comparison,
typical grocery store bags range between .5 mils and 1.5 mils.
Some studies indicate that, while bags of 2.25 mil are technically reusable, few people reuse them.
For example, a study by Save our Shores surveyed shoppers in on California county after a bag
ban had been implemented. Out of the 740 shoppers questioned, only 4 had reused a bag of that
thickness. Some advocacy groups are seeking legislation requiring bags to be at least 4 mils in
order to be classified as reusable. Mindful of the need to make compliance feasible for local
business, staff is recommending a middle ground of 3 mils.
Staff Recommendation
We recommend that the Common Council consider adoption of the attached proposal
incorporating a minimum permissible thickness of 3 mils for permitted plastic bags.
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EMERGENCY ORDINANCE NO. 937
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF THE CITY OF
WESTMINSTER, CHAPTER 173, “ENVIRONMENTAL
SUSTAINABILITY”, ARTICLE I, “PLASTIC BAGS”, SECTION 173-2,
“DEFINITIONS”, TO CLARITY THE DEFINITION OF PROHIBITED
SINGLE-USE BAGS.
WHEREAS, pursuant to the Local Gov’t Art., § 5-206 of the Maryland Annotated Code,
the Mayor and Common Council of Westminster (“the City”) has the authority to enact ordinances
to assure the good government of the municipality; protect and preserve the municipality's rights,
property, and privileges; preserve peace and good order; secure persons and property from danger
and destruction; and protect the health, comfort, and convenience of the residents of the
municipality; and
WHEREAS, hundreds of thousands of sea turtles, whales and other marine mammals die
every year from eating discarded plastic bags mistaken for food and once swallowed, plastic bags
choke animals or block their intestines, leading to death; and
WHEREAS, many land animals also accidentally ingest plastic bags while foraging for
food; and
WHEREAS, beaches around the globe are being adversely impacted by the unsightly
accumulation of plastic waste, including plastic bags, and plastic bags frequently degrade public
aesthetics by lodging in trees and in streets and gutters everywhere; and
WHEREAS, in a landfill, plastic bags take up to 1,000 years to degrade and, as litter, they
breakdown into tiny bits, contaminating the soil and water that can pose threats to marine life and
contaminate the food web; and
WHEREAS, collection, hauling and disposal of plastic bag waste create an additional
environmental impact, because billions of pounds of plastic bags, wraps and sacks enter the waste
stream every year in the United States alone, putting an unnecessary burden on diminishing landfill
space and causing air pollution if incinerated; and
WHEREAS, recycling requires energy for the collection and processing; and
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Common Council deemed the adoption of restrictions on the
distribution at business establishments of single-use plastic bags a necessary and appropriate
measure to protect the environment in the City and the planet; to reduce the presence of unsightly
plastic bags in the public streets, gutters, rights-of-way, and trees; to protect the City’s watershed,
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protect wildlife such as birds from injury due to plastic bags; and to reduce the City’s impact on
climate change; and
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Common Council, for the aforesaid reasons, adopted Chapter
173, “Environmental Sustainability”, Article I, “Plastic Bags”, banning the distribution of singleuse plastic bags by business in the City, with certain exceptions, which ordinance became effective
on July 1, 2021; and
WHEREAS, as City businesses begin to comply with the prohibitions of Chapter 173, it
has become clear that the community lacks a clear understanding of the scope of the prohibition
and that further amplification of the definition of single-use plastic bags will help alleviate
uncertainty and further the interest of obtaining compliance; and
WHEREAS, the Common Council deems the clarification of sufficient urgency to be
necessary for the immediate preservation of the public peace, property, health, safety or morals
and therefore declares that an emergency exists warranting the suspension of the requirements that
an ordinance have two readings and that an ordinance take effect ten (10) days after adoption set
forth in the Council’s Rules of Order and Procedure, so as to allow this ordinance to take effect
immediately.
Section 1.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ENACTED AND ORDAINED by the
Mayor and Common Council of Westminster, that Chapter 173, “Environmental Sustainability”,
Article I, “Plastic Bags”, Section 173-2, “Definitions”, be and hereby is amended to read as
follows:
Sec. 173-2. Definitions.
The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this Chapter, shall have the meanings
ascribed to them in this Section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning:
A.
Business establishment. Any commercial enterprise that provides carryout bags to its
customers through its employees or independent contractors associated with the business. The term
includes sole proprietorships, joint ventures, partnerships, corporations, or any other legal entity,
whether for profit or not for profit.
B.

Customer. A person who purchases merchandise from a business establishment.

C.
Single-use plastic carryout bag. A bag LESS THAN 3 MILS THICK provided by a business
establishment to a customer typically at the point of sale for the purpose of transporting purchases,
which is made predominantly of plastic, derived from either petroleum or a biologically-based
source and including compostable bags, but not including reusable carryout bags. THAT IS
PROVIDED BY A BUSINESS ESTABLISHMENT TO A CUSTOMER FOR THE PURPOSE OF TRANSPORTING
PURCHASES.
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Section 2.
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED by the Mayor and Common Council of
Westminster that this Ordinance shall take effect immediately, except that if it is returned unsigned
by the Mayor at the next meeting of The Mayor and Common Council, together with the Mayor’s
reasons for withholding her signature therefrom, and is not passed thereafter by the votes of fourfifths of the members of the Common Council, it shall be void and of no further effect, and further
provided that it is posted after adoption for not less than two (2) weeks in some conspicuous
location in the City Hall and recorded in a book provided for that purpose.
INTRODUCED this ____ day of July, 2021.
______________________________________
Shannon Visocsky, City Clerk
PASSED this ______day of July, 2021.
_____________________________________
Shannon Visocsky, City Clerk
APPROVED this ________day of July, 2021.
___________________________________
Dr. Mona Becker, Mayor
Approved as to form and legal sufficiency
this ______ day of July, 2021.
_______________________________
Elissa D. Levan, City Attorney
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New Business – HRI Contract Change Order No. 5

To:

Mayor and Common Council

From: Jeffery D. Glass, Director of Public Works
Date:

July 6, 2021

Re:

Approval – HRI, Inc. Contract Change Order No. 5

Background
In early 2019, the Mayor and Common Council awarded a construction contract to HRI, Inc. for the Wastewater
Treatment Plant ENR and Biosolids Upgrade Project. The City contracted with GHD for ongoing engineering
services during construction. By separate contract, the City retained GHD to provide construction management
and inspection services for the duration of the Project.
To date, the Mayor and Common Council have authorized four change orders to the City’s contract with HRI,
Inc., totaling $1,300,812.35. Change Orders No. 1, 2, 3and 4 qualified for State cost share eligibility.
Change Order No. 5 acts to balance additions and credits to the project to date. The additional costs and credits
include the following:
•

Work related to installation of additional roof drains at Denitrification Facility(PCO 17) = $3,218.00

•

Work related to a wet tap size change (PCO 18) = $3,238.00

•

Work related to replacement and welding of Stainless Steel air piping (PCO 20) = $3,272.00

•

Work related to additional roof drains at Solids Handling (PCO 23) = $8,510.00

•

Work related to installation of a precast roof addition at the Septage Facility (PCO 24) = $12,000.00

•

Temporary power credit (PCO 29) = -$37,964.23

•

Material change of fire retardant thin film top coat for the Solids Handling building support structure
(PCO 30) = $49,180.00

•

Work related to fabrication and installation of future filter 6 box cover (PCO31) = $2,542.00

•

Work related to fabrication and installation of an overflow weir (PCO 32) = $3,549.00

•

Overtime credit (PCO 35) = -$15,180.00

•

Work related to the material cost difference between stop gates and stop plates (PCO36) = 2,828.00
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•

Air monitor credit (PCO37) = -$1,439.00

•

Work related to installation of translucent panel frames (PCO38) = $3,334.00

•

Work related to relocation of Alum facility piping (PCO 39) = $4,997.00

•

Grout replenishment budget for reactor 5 (PCO 42) = $301.392.00

Also included is a non-compensatory time extension of 17 days that were approved for the additional sinkhole
grouting which occurred early on at the Denitrification Facility.
Taking the contract deducts into account, the net cost of Change Order No. 5 is $343,476.77. With the exceptions
of the credits listed, change Order No. 5 is subject to the State cost share eligibility of 53.65%.
Recommendation
Staff recommends that the Common Council authorize the Mayor to execute Change Order No. 5 in the total
amount of $343,476.77 to the City’s contract with HRI, Inc.
Attachment
• Proposed Change Order No. 5 and associated supporting documentation
cc: David Deutsch, Interim City Administrator
Lydia Colston, Director of Finance
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