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On Tuesday, May 11, Westminster residents will have the opportunity to vote for the 
office of Mayor as well as two members of the Common Council. Below are some 
key dates to keep in mind: 
 
April 12: Voter registration deadline. You can confirm your voter registration at  
    Elections.Maryland.Gov or by calling the Maryland State Board of    
    Elections at 800-222-8683. 
 
    Announcement of candidates for office during the Mayor and Common  
    Council meeting at 7pm and posting of information on City website at   
    WestminsterMD.gov/Elections. 
 
May 7:   4:30pm deadline for submitting Absentee Ballot Request Application to  
    the City Clerk 
 
May 11:  ELECTION DAY 
 
Statements provided by each candidate for office will be posted on the City website 
at WestminsterMD.gov/Elections during the month of April. 
 
Polling Place Information 
Polls will be open 7am—8pm. Two polling places will be offered, with specific voting 
locations based on residence location within the City. They are: 
 
 Residents EAST of MD31 vote at John Street Quarters, 28 John Street 
 Residents WEST of MD31 vote at the Community Building, 325 Royer Road 
 
Due to COVID-19 restrictions, polling places may change. All changes will be 
announced on the City website and Facebook pages. 
 
Should you have questions about where to vote in the City’s election, please visit 
our website at WestminsterMD.gov/Elections or call the City Clerk at 410-848-4938. 
 
Those who have concerns about voting in person due to ongoing COVID
-19 pandemic can request an Absentee Ballot Application by contacting 
the City Clerk. The deadline for requesting an Application is 4:30 pm on 
May 7, 2021. 
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My name is Mona Becker and I am running for Mayor of Westminster. I have two decades of proven 

leadership experience at the local, state, and national levels. I served on the Executive Board of the 

Maryland Association of Science Teachers, leading the organization through a period of regrowth. I 

worked with the National Science Teachers Association on numerous educational projects and 

events. I co-founded the Environmental Studies Department at McDaniel College and fostered its 

development through its early years, and I have been active in many downtown initiatives including 

the Downtown Westminster Farmers Market and the Carroll County Arts Council since moving to 

Westminster in 2003. I am currently employed as a teacher at Westminster High School, where I 

chair the science department. I am a passionate champion and promoter of city businesses and 

events; I buy, eat, and live local. I served on the Common Council of the City of Westminster from 

2015 – 2019; it was a busy four years, during which the city finished installation of the fiber project, 

reinvested in Main Street by moving the administrative offices into a city owned building, and broke 

ground on the state-mandated enhanced nitrogen removal facility at the waste water treatment plant 

to reduce pollution and protect the Chesapeake Bay. The city also began to procure new water 

sources - through water reuse - for economic growth. Westminster continues to grow; multiple new 

businesses have opened in the city within the last year, the fiber is being extended outside the city 

limits, and new housing for residents is under construction. As your mayor, I pledge to continue to 

work for all residents of Westminster beginning with my passion for Main Street and local 

businesses. I propose a close look and revision of the current zoning regulations in the city which 

can stifle and slow progress. My background in environmental sciences provides me with the 

expertise to lead the city in its quest for a secure water source. As we move out of the pandemic, I 

will provide fiscal oversight and promote the sensible use of city resources for future financial 

endeavors. Finally, I pledge to maintain a safe environment that can be enjoyed by all the residents. 

A few years ago, a good friend called me a “connector” and I am indeed a connector in our 

community, I have ability to connect people to people, and people to opportunities. I also possess 

the ability to work with diverse groups of people to reach consensus on difficult issues. During my 

prior tenure on the city council, I was known as the “voice of reason” when the Common Council 

faced difficult topics in debate. Westminster is a city of amazing residents whom I have been 

privileged to work alongside the last 18 years. I am a believer in the power of people and that when 

we come together as a community we can accomplish anything. On May 11
th
, a vote for Mona 

Becker is a vote for the future of Westminster.  
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 My name is Dennis Dillion and I am running for mayor of Westminster I live in the heart of 
Westminster on Willis Street with my wife Jaimie, a local realtor at the Keller Williams Legacy 
Brokerage Group, sons Brady and Brendan, Brooke and Bailey II, our two black Labrador retrievers. 
  
 I have been Vice President of ARC Document Solutions, a publicly-traded company with over 
2500 employees and locations nationwide, for the past 11 years and have over 20 years with the 
company in sales, sales management, operations and marketing for managed print services, color 
graphics, digital reprographics and services. I have an MBA in Business Development and a 
Bachelor of Science Frostburg State University.  I have also coached youth soccer and football in 
Carroll for over a decade, including the Central Maryland Christian Crusaders football organization.  
  
 Three things that compelled me to run for mayor. First, I noticed that along Main Street and in 
other parts of our City businesses were hurting and closing due to the effects of the COVID 19 
Pandemic.  Second, I kept hearing stories form my friends and neighbors and reading in the Carroll 
County Times about increasing crime in and around Downtown Westminster, and I became a crime 
statistic when my car was broken into and vandalized. Third, I observed that Westminster, home to 
McDaniel College, a liberal arts college smack dab within our City with over 1600 students and 
spreading out over 160 acres, did not have the look and feel of a college town.  The absence of 
students in and around the community on nights and weekends is striking. 
  
 As your mayor, I will bring all my skills and experience to bear to improve the business climate in 
our City, fight crime by supporting the brave men and women who serve and protect us while 
fostering better relationships between the community and law enforcement, and strengthen the 
relationship between McDaniel and the City government and its residents. 
  
 As your mayor I will achieve these three main goals by promoting the following policies to help our 
city: 

 Support our businesses, especially small businesses, to not only recover from the devasting 
impact of the Pandemic but thrive in the future. I will work with members of the Common 
Council and business owners to promote policies that provide a shot in the arm to City 
businesses, especially restaurants and bars. 

 Reaching out to the Westminster Police Department and the community to identify how our 
friends and neighbors in uniform and we can work together to keep our City safe.  

 Talking with the administration at McDaniel and surveying the students to open a dialog on 
how to best integrate our neighbors who attend the college fully into the City scene and make 
sure that our City is a welcoming community.  

  
 If you would like to know more, please visit my campaign Facebook page: www.facebook.com/
DillonforMayor, or if you have a question, please email me at:  dillonformayor@gmail.com. Please 
consider voting for me, Dennis Dillion for Mayor on Tuesday May 11

th
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Morgan Barkley-Mathers grew up down the road in Hampstead and has been a Carroll County 
resident all her life, graduating from North Carroll High School in 2010.  While attending North 
Carroll I participated in multiple theatre productions and played on the Varsity Lacrosse Team. 
Additionally, I was a Class Representative in Student Government. I then went on to attend Davis 
and Elkins College in West Virginia. While there I once again participated in theater while also 
Chairing multiple positions in my sorority, Theta Phi Alpha. I graduated with honors after only three 
years attending, completing two majors, Political Science and History. After going out of state to 
college in West Virginia her and her husband, also a Carroll County native, decided to settle in 
Westminster in one of its beautiful historic homes close to Main Street. 
 
 Since their move to Westminster both she, her husband, and their close neighbors have 
endeavored to determine who is responsible for the upkeep of the broken sidewalk and dying trees 
on their street in addition to a yearly mosquito problem due to a poorly draining fountain. They have 
been met at every turn with incompetence, non-answers, and silence. 
 
 It has become clear to Morgan in the four years since they moved in that there is a lack of public 
service when it comes to the residents of Westminster. While the Council focuses on large, 
expensive projects the everyday management of the town has broken down to the point where, 
instead of an answer to her question about how far a fence had to be off the property line, she was 
essentially told to look it up for herself. 
 
 Make no mistake, she loves that the members of Council “Think Big,” but it cannot come at the 
cost of everyday priorities of the residents. As someone employed in the Accounting field, Morgan 
believes in fiscal responsibility and large-scale projects that make sense. In addition to taking care of 
their constituents, Council Members should focus on projects that benefit the town in the long run, 
influencing young families to move to Westminster. 
 

As a member of Council, Morgan will determine where the breakdown of town Management is 
and address it. No resident should feel as if they are being ignored and all queries should be 
answered properly. Non-answers are not acceptable in the real world, and should not be acceptable 
in communications from local government. Your everyday citizen does not have the time to fight the 
town after working all day and then commuting home. 

 
Morgan does not have a special interest on Main Street, and she is not from an old Carroll 

County family, she just lives here and is frustrated with how her queries have been treated by the 
Town Office.  As the old saying goes, if you want something done right, you have to do it yourself. 
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I live in the heart of downtown Westminster, on Willis Street, with my wife Kelly and 3 of our 5 
children. Our other two children also own homes, with their spouses, here in Westminster. I own a 
local business, Kojak Graphic Communications, in downtown Westminster. I am a graduate of 
Westminster High School and of Frostburg State with a BA in Business Administration. Upon 
graduation from college, I was commissioned into the US Army Military Police Corps and was 
honorably discharged after the first Gulf War. I have been serving on the city council since 2009. I 
am currently the Council President Pro Tempore. I am the Chairman of the City’s Public Safety 
Committee, vice-chair of the Technology Committee, vice-chair of the Personnel Committee. I also 
sit on several local nonprofit boards and am active in local civic groups.  
 
During my tenure on the council, I have worked diligently to serve my fellow citizens of Westminster 
in a responsive, professional, thoughtful, and positive manner. I strive to provide the maximum value 
to our community for their hard-earned taxes. I consistently guide our excellent city staff to provide a 
safe, enjoyable, welcoming, and healthy place to live, work and play. I consider public safety the 
most important function of city government and during the 12 years I have been in office and chair of 
the public safety committee, I am proud to report that crime has dropped by 56%. This is due 
primarily to the excellent job our WPD does every day as well as the fact that we have wonderful 
citizens who value public safety as much as I do, taking personal responsibility for insuring we live in 
a safe environment.    
 
We have made big strides in keeping the small-town charm of Westminster while continuing to 
expand the amenities many towns our size are unable to offer their citizens.  However, the job of 
improving our town is perpetual.  To that end, there is always a need for robust, visionary, proactive 
leadership who listens to its stakeholders, and then puts into action a positive path, not just for 
today, or even this year, but for decades to come.  
 
I believe I have proven I have that ability and ask for your vote to continue to help lead our wonderful 
town in a positive direction for years to come. I welcome anyone to please reach out to me, as I 
always have, on my cell phone, 410.370.9497 or via email at tchiavacci@westgov.com. Thank you.  
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Hello Westminster, I’m Dan Hoff, and I’m running for City Council. I’m a lifelong Carroll County 
resident, who was born and raised in New Windsor. I moved to Westminster in 1999, and live 
Downtown with my wife and two sons in historic Belle Grove Square. I also work Downtown in our 
family business, the Samuel C. Hoff Agency, which has been located at the corner of Center and 
Main since the 1960s. So, I’m in Westminster pretty much all the time; and frankly, I love this City, 
and want to be part of making it even better by helping to shape its future. 

Speaking of the future, let’s talk about some of my priorities. One of the most important things to me 
is Downtown. I want a more vibrant Main Street that is a place where people want to be, and even 
live. I want more quality economic growth Downtown, and throughout the City! I want Westminster to 
be a great place to live, work, and play! 

To achieve that, we must do many things. We need to modernize our outdated zoning codes. We 
need to process applications and site plans efficiently and in a timely manner. We need to be 
reasonable partners with businesses that are already here, as well as those that want to open or 
relocate here. There is no need for endless bureaucracy! We need to keep the big picture in mind — 
a better, more prosperous Westminster! As a small business owner myself, and after years of 
service on Carroll County’s Planning and Zoning Commission and on Westminster’s Board of Zoning 
Appeals, I will be able to make progress on these types of issues because I know and understand 
the arcane world of zoning and codes very well. 

There are also other practical matters that we need to address. We need more water and sewer 
capacity. Progress has been made, but there is still more to do. We need to see the pilot program for 
water reuse be a success, and then build upon that. We need to continue to repair and modernize 
our water and sewer systems, so that we can gain capacity, along with being more environmentally 
sensitive. We need to leave behind a better Westminster for our children! 

But Westminster is not just businesses, pipes, and roads. Westminster is made up of some really 
great people! And I want to use my position to encourage an even better sense of community for our 
residents. I love the events we do in Westminster – Flower & Jazz, Fall Fest, The Wine Stroll, etc. 
And I want everyone to feel safe and known in their neighborhoods, which comes about through 
good community engagement and policing, which I want to continue to foster. 

If you would like to talk in more depth, please feel free to call me at 410-259-0779 or email me at 
danielhoff7@hotmail.com. I would love to hear from you! And I would greatly appreciate your 
support and vote on May 11

th
! 
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